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Origin of Study 
Helen Keller's life has been an inspiration to many 
throughou-t the world. Although she may be best known for 
her work on behalf of the blind and the deaf, Helen Keller 
was also an active participant in the American Socialist 
Movement. After joining· the Socialist Party in 1 9 0 9 , her 
writings and speeches frequently reflected concern for the 
working class and her opposition to World War I. After 
1 9 2 1 , Keller made the decision to devote the rest of her 
life to working for the American Foundation for the Blind, 
thus, terminating her active period of rhetorical efforts 
for the Socialist Party. 
When considering a study on the rhetoric of Helen 
Keller on behalf of the Socialist movement, an investigation 
of the subject revealed a number of reasons indicating that 
the subject was deserving of further study. Since few 
people may be aware of the role she played in the Socialist 
movement, and because there has been a limited amount 
published on this period of Keller•s life, further study 
appeared to be justified. As revealed in the methodology 
section, it was found that no other evaluative studies have 
been completed on Keller's rhetoric during this period. 
Helen Keller, nevertheless, was a prominent person. She 
is the subj ect or author of at least nine books: 
�Brooks, Van Wyck. 
New York: 
Helen Keller Sketch for a Portrait. 
E .  P. Dutton and Company, 19 5 6 . 
Foner, Philip S. Helen Keller: Her Socialist Years. New 
York: International Publishers Company, 19 6 7 . 
Gibson, William. The Miracle Worker. Toronto: Bantam 
Books, 19 8 1 .  
Giffin, Frederick C . , ed. Woman as Revolutionary. New 
York; A Mentor Book, 19 7 3 . 
Helen Keller's Journal. New York: Doubleday, Doran and 
Company, 19 3 8 . 
�Keller,· Helen. Midstream: My Later Life. New York: 
Greenwood Press, 19 6 8 . 
�Keller, Helen. My Religion. New York: Swedenborg 
Foundation, 1972. 
Keller, Helen. The Story of My Life. New York: Lancer 
Books, 1 9 6 8 . 
rLash, Joseph P. Helen and Teacher. New York: Delacorte 
Press/Seymour Lawrence, 19 8 0 . 
Although the above-mentioned books do briefly 
mention Keller's involvement in the Socialist Party, none 
2 
include a concentrated investigation of Keller's rhetorical 
practices. Two minor exceptions include Lash's book, 
Helen and Teacher, which was a biography of Keller's entire 
life. It did include a comprehensive section on Keller's 
Socialist involvement, but it was not a rhetorical analysis 
of her speeches. Foner's book, Helen Keller: Her Socialist 
Years, was also an excellent source for purposes of this 
3 
study. It included the texts of a number of speeches by 
Keller during this period, as well as letters and essays 
written by Keller. Foner•s book provided valuable informa­
tion about Keller's involvement in the Socialist movement, 
however, it contained no rhetorical analysis. of her speeches. 
As this study progressed, it was discovered that a 
new play had been produced on the subject of Ann Sullivan 
and Helen Keller. The play is entitled, Moriday After the 
Miracle. According to Ms. magazine, November 1982, the 
play is a sequel to the original play on Keller, T he 
Miracle Worker. At the date of the magazine's publication, 
the new pLay was running at. the Kennedy· Center in Washington, 
D. C. ,  moving to Broadway at the end of November. 1 
The substantial amount of literature by or about 
Keller provided another reason for an evaluative study of 
Keller's Socialist rhetoric. 
Keller's political involvement in the Socialist 
movement may not be known to many people. Because of this, 
an inquiry into Keller's rhetoric on behalf of the Socialist 
movement was·deemed appropriate. This study may serve to 
increase the awareness of the role Keller played in the 
movement, as well as the nature of her rhetoric during this 
period. 
Another consideration in undertaking this study was 
the choice of the Socialist movement speeches rather than 
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the speeches Keller delivered on behalf of the blind and 
the deaf. Since no researcher has unlimited time to conduct 
a study, the Socialist movement speeches were chosen rather 
than those delivered for the blind and the deaf which would 
have been too voluminous for the present inquiry. The 
choice made the inquiry more manageable. 
Purpose of the Investigation 
The purpose of this inquiry ·was·to ·determine. the 
effectiveness and the effect of the Socialistic rhetoric 
of Helen Keller as revealed in selected speeches on behalf 
of the Socialist movement. For purposes of this study it 
was necessary to define effectiveness and effect. 
Effectivenes� refers to how well the rhetorical cho ices 
matched the established criteria. The effect is the 
immediate and long-range audience responses to· Keller's 
rheto:r;ic. 
To accomplish the stated purpose, an attempt was 
made to answer the following questions: 
1 .  _What was the-historical background of the 
American Socialist Movement during the period in which 
these speeches were presented? 
2. What were the inventional components in each of 
the selected speeches? What were. the themes presented in 
each of the speeches, the forms of support·, the lines of 
reasoning? 
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3 .  What was the structure of the chosen.speeches, 
and what was the effectiveness of the arrangement? 
4 .  What stylistic choices did Keller make and what 
was the effectiveness of these choices? In what ways did 
her speeches adhere to the qualities of correctness, clear-
ness, appropriateness, and embellishment? 
5 .  What were the practices of delivery used by 
Helen Keller, and what was the effectiveness of these 
practices? 
6 .  What were the immediate and long-range eff ects 
these speeches had in terms of audience responses? 
Methodology of the Investigation 
1 .  The f irst step taken in this study was to 
conduct a survey of certain indexes to determine if any 
previous inquiries had been made relating to the rhetoric 
of Helen Keller on behalf of the Socialist movement. A 
review of the following guides revealed that no other thesis 
on the rhetoric of Helen Keller had been completed: 
Comprehensive Dissertation Index 1 8 6 1 - 1 9 7 2 . Volumes 2 7, 2 8 , 
2 9 ,  3 1  (Michigan: Xerox University Microfilm, 
1 9 7 3 ) . Language and Literature, Law and Political 
Science, History, Mass Communications, Speech and 
Theatre. 
Comprehensive Dissertation Indexes (1 9 7 3 - 1 9 8 0  Supplements), 
Volume 4 (Michigan: Xerox University Microfilm, 
1 9 7 4 - 1 9 8 1 ) . History, Language and Literature, 
Law and Political Science. 
This review also revealed that no studies on any 
aspect of Helen Keller's life contributions had been 
reported. 
2 .  Following the survey of literature, the next 
step was to obtain texts of speeches to be used in the 
study. Six of Helen Keller's speeches were discovered. 
The titles of these speeches and the dates on which they 
were given follows: 
2 "Social Causes of Blindness, " February 14 , 19 11 . 
"A New Light is Corning, " Jul� 8 ,  19 13 (date speech 
was published in the New York Call). 
19 1 5 . 4 
"Menace of the Militarist Program, " December 19 , 
"Strike Against War, n January 5 , 19 16 . 5 
6 "What is the IWW ? , "  January 19 1 8 . 
- 7 "Onward, Comrades!, " December 3 1 ,  1 9 2 0 . 
3 .  The third step was to choose the specific 
speeches for analysis. The number of speeches to be 
analyzed was limited to three so as to make the task man-
ageable and still give a reasonably representative sample. 
It was then decided that the most objective method in 
choosing the three speeches would be to randomly draw the 
titles of the speeches, and to use those drawn for the 
study. The following speeches were drawn: 
!'A New Light is Coming, " 19 13 . 
"Menace of the Militarist Program, " 19 15 .  
"What is the IWW ? , " 1918 . 
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I t  should be noted tha t  there i s  some chronologic a l  
repre sentation in the choice . 
4 .  The fourth s tep wa s to determine the textual 
7 
authent ic i ty o f  the cho sen text s . The tex t s  o f  the speeche s  
/ 
analy zed in thi s  s tudy were obta ined from P h il ip S .  F oner ' s  
book , He len Ke l ler: Her Soc ia l i s t  Years . F oner obta ined 
two of the s peeche s  f rom the New York Call , a Socia li s t  
daily paper publ i s hed i n  the United States f rom 19 0 8 -19 2 3 . 
I t  i s  pos s ible tha t  thes e  s peeche s are not the origina l  
texts , s ince there i s  the pos s ib i l ity of inaccurate report-
ing o f  her s peeche s . Except for thi s , the re appears to be 
no o ther reason to b e l ieve tha t thes e  speeches are not the 
origina l  tex t s . N everthe l es s , additiona l  e fforts were 
undertaken to determine textural authentic i ty . Sugge stions 
of fered by L e s ter Thons s en , A .  Craig Baird , and Wal do w. 
Braden in thei r  book , Speech C ritic ism, were fol lowed .
8 
5 .  The f i f th s tep was to c o l l ec t  and to o rgani z e  
the h i s torica l  data surrounding each speech in order to 
answer the f ir s t  que s tion rai sed under the s ta tement o f  
purpo se . 
6 .  The s ix th s tep was an attempt to d i sc over 
Kel ler ' s  rea s ons for abandoning her Socialistic rhe toric . 
I t  wa s nece s s ary to examine Ke l ler ' s  biographie s ,  auto� 
biographie s and news ac counts to arrive at a probab l e  
cause . 
7 .  The seventh s tep was to e stab l i sh the c r i teria 
to be used for the rhetorical analys i s. The s tandards 
offered by Le s ter Thon s sen , A Craig Ba ird , and Waldo W .  
Braden in the ir book , Speech C r itic ism, and referred to as 
the j udicial type o f  c ritic i sm were used . Thi s jud ic ial 
method: 
. recons truc ts a speech s ituation with f ide l i ty 
to fac t; i t  examine s thi s  situation care fu l ly in 
the l ight o f  the interaction of speaker , audience , 
subjec t ,  and occa s ion; it interprets the data with 
an eye to determin ing the ef fect of the speech; i t  
formulates a j udgment i n  the l ight of the 
phi losophical -h i s toric a l - l iterary- logical - eth i c a l  
constituen t s  of the inquiry; and it appra i s e s  the 
entire event by a s s igning it comp�rative rank in 
the tota l enterprise of speaking . 
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8 .  The eighth step wa s to determine the invent ional 
components in each of the se speeche s .  To determine the 
invention a l  c omponents and the ef fec tivenes s  of the se 
choices i t  wa s nec e s sary to ana lyze each speech text , to 
refer to news account s  f o l l owing her speeche s, to examine 
biographies and autob iographie s of He len Ke l ler and to 
review the h i s toric a l  data col lec ted concerning the 
pol itica l atmosphere during thi s  period . F rom thi s  ana lys is 
a comprehens ive s ta tement o f  her inventiona l  choices and 
the ef fectivene s s  of the se choices wa s formu l a ted . 
9 .  The n inth step wa s to determine the methods of 
arrangement which Ke l ler followed . Thi s  wa s a ttempted by 
analyz ing the arrangement of each speech, us ing Thons sen, 
Baird, and B raden ' s  Spe ech Critic i sm as a cri tical guide. 
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After thi s , an attempt wa s made to determine the e f fec t ive­
nes s  of the arrangement of the speeche s in terms of the 
estab l ished c riteria . 
10 . The tenth s tep was to determine how e f fec tive ly 
the qua l ities of s tyle were used in these speeche s . E f fect­
ivene s s  of cho ic e s  c oncerning correctne s s , clearne s s , 
appropriatenes s , and embe l l i shment was j udged by analyz ing 
each speech text and c omparing the s ty l i s tic cho ic e s  to the 
estab l i shed criteria . 
11 . The nex t  s tep wa s to determine Ke ller ' s  
practices in de l ivery and the effec tivenes s  of the se 
pract ic e s . I t  was nece s sary to draw on secondary accounts 
of Ke l ler ' s  speak ing in order to determine her practices 
of de l ivery . Again the e f fectivene s s  of he r del ivery wa s 
a s se s sed in terms of the e s tab lished criteria . 
12 . The next s tep was to attempt to determine the 
immediate and l ong-range responses to Ke l l er ' s  speeche s .  
It wa s nec e s s a ry to examine both Ke ller ' s  e s t imate of 
re spon s e s , and accounts of s oc ietal re sponse s .  Ke l ler's 
estimate of
.
responses was found in autobiographical data , 
and in her react ions to her speeches a s  recorded in news 
accounts and biographies . Soc ietal re spon s e s  we re sought 
by look ing at accoun t s  of resulting soc ia l  change . 
13 . The f inal step was to draw conc l u s ions con­
cerning the ef fec t ivene s s  and the ef fec t of Helen Ke l ler ' s  
Social i s t  rhetoric . 
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The rema ining portion of th i s  the s i s  inc lude s a 
chapter on the rhetorical setting . Thi s  chapter inc lude s 
a biograph ical sketch of Keller, a brief h i story of the 
Soc ial i s t  Party of Ame rica f rom 19 01-19 1 8 ,  and a ske tch of 
Kel ler ' s  rhetorical involvement in the Soc ia l i st movement. 
The third chapter include s  a rhetorical analys i s  of the 
three speeche s _chos en for evaluation . The_ f inal chapter 
is a summary and inc ludes conc lu s ions drawn from the s tudy . 
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CHAPTER I I  
THE RHETORICAL SETTING 
Helen Ke l l er--B iograp&ica l  Sketch 
Helen Kel ler was born in Tuscumbia , Alabama on 
June 2 7, 1 8 80,
1 
to c onfederate Army C aptain , Arthur Kel ler 
and his wife , Kate Adams.
2 
Helen wa s born with the ab i l ity 
to see and to hear. In Kel ler•s f ir s t  autobiography , The 
Story of My Life, she expla ined that at s ix month s she 
started speak ing word s . 3 By the age o f  one, she had 
learned to walk.
4 
Van Wyck B rooks'  b iography of K e l l er 
explains that at eighteen months Helen su ffered an i l ln e s s  
which left her prernanentl y  b l ind and deaf .
5 
In K e l ler ' s  
autobiography s he de scribed the i l lne s s  a s  an. " ac ute 
conge s tion of the s tomach and bra in . 11 6 
As B rook s s ta ted, Sul l ivan arrived in Tu scumb ia 
from the Perkins I n s t i tution , a train ing school for the 
bl ind in B o ston.7 P rior to thi s, Helen's f a ther had been 
directed by an ocu l t i s t  to go to Alexander Graham B e l l  to 
see wha t  could be done to help He len. B e l l  had advi sed 
Arthur Kel ler to wr i te to the Perk ins Institut ion and a sk 
8 
for a teacher for He l en . In 18 8 7 , Anne Su l l ivan wa s the 
teacher cho s en to help he r. Sul l ivan wa s succ e s s ful in her 
efforts to help He len rea l i ze the connec tion between names 
and things.  Helen f ir s t  made the connection when she 
13 
rea l i z ed that the word " water" wa s the s ame a s  the water 
wh ich came out of the water pump . 9 Intere s t inglyJ in her 
autobiography, Ke l l er explained that "water11 wa s one of 
the words she learned as a child before her i l lne s s . 1
0 
Apparently, Ke l l e r  had reta ined va luable informat i on from 
her exper ienc e s  prior to her i l lne s s . 
Helen l earned quick ly after thi s  ini tial c onnec tion 
was made . Sul l ivan taught by expos ing her to her surround-
ings . For example, Helen de sc ribed in The S tory o f  My 
Life how Sul l ivan introduced her to botany by having her 
fee l variou s  f lowers and tree s . Hel en learned about 
zoology by Sul l ivan's de s crib ing with her f ingers the 
an ima l s  a round the Kel ler•s home . 11 In 18 8 8 , only a year 
af ter Sul l ivan ' s  arrival,  He l en and Anne Sul l ivan l e f t  
f o r  Bos ton t o  vi s i t  the Perk in s  Institution t o  a l l ow the 
director there to meet Helen .
12 
In the book, He l en Kel ler 
Sketch for a Portrait, B rook s explain s that Helen and 
Sul l ivan spent mo s t  of He len ' s  childhood in the Northeast . 
During thi s  time ,  there were frequent return vi s it s  to 
Tuscumb ia, but whi l e  in B o s ton they usual ly l ived at the 
Institution . 1
3 
In a report by Anne Sull ivan , a s  rec orded in 
Helen's autob iography, Sul livan expla ined that Helen was 
not put into a s truc tured educat iona l system dur ing her 
childhood prima r i ly because it wa s charac teri s tic of Helen 
SOUTH AKOT A ST T u. IVE SITY LIBR Y 
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to ask ques ti on s  on he r own abou t a variety of topic s . 
Thus , it  was dec ided that i t  would be better for Helen to 
learn at her own accelerated rate since she needed l i ttle 
' 1 4  
encouragement .  Ac cording t o  Brooks , after Helen me t 
Michael Anagno s ,  direc tor of the Perk ins I n s t i tution , 
Anagnos wide ly pub l ic i zed what Hel en had accompl i sed 
de sp ite her phys ica l d i sab i l itie s . He l en met many 
ce lebritie s in B o s ton, .such as , Phi l l ips Brook s and O l iver 
Wendel l  Ho lmes .
15 
She con s idered Alexander Graham B e l l  
and Mark Twa in her best friends . 1
6 
Accord ing to Ke l le r ' s  biographer , Jo seph P .  Lash , 
in 1896, a t  the age of s ixteen , Hel en entered the G i l man 
School for Young Ladies in Cambridge . Sul l ivan wen t to 
each c l a s s  with He l en and helped her to prepare her 
lessons . He l en ' s  educ ation and l iving expen s e s  for both 
Helen and Su l l ivan were f inanced with fun ds rai sed by 
friends and othe r s  intere sted in He len . 17 Apparently the 
pub l i c i ty generated by Anagnos had interes ted enough peopl e 
in Hel en to even support her education . 
Helen later pa s sed her entrance examinations for 
Radc l iffe C o l lege . She enro l l ed in 19 0 0 , at the age of 
18 twenty . According to Brook s , after Helen ' s  graduation 
from Radc l i ffe in 19 0 4 , Sul l ivan and Helen bought a farm­
house and a seven-acre farm at Wrentham near Bos ton . 19 
A year later , in 19 0 5, Sul l ivan marr ied John Macy .
2 0  
Anne 
1 5  
Sul l ivan wa s obviou s l y  not onl y  Helen ' s  chi ldhood teacher 
but was als o  her c ompanion� s ince both Sull ivan and her new 
husband became a part of Hel en ' � household . 
Kel l er ' s  b iographer, Van Wyck Brook s , explains · that 
Macy and Helen shared many of . the same l iterary ta s te s . 
Macy a l s o  became an inf luentia l  person in Helen•s l ife .
2 1  
In the years wh ich fol lowed Macy1s marriage to Sul l ivan 
in 1 9 0 5 , until 1 9 0 9  He len spent much of her time at 
Wrentham in per s onal study . She a l so wrote a number of 
e ss ays which were later publ i shed . 2 2  Lash points out that 
2 3  i t  was in 1 9 0 9  that He l en j oined the Soc ial i s t  Party .  
Apparentl y thi s period of studying and wr iting with Mac y 
inf luenced Helen in mak ing some important changes in her 
life , one being her c hoice to become a Socia l i s t .  
Lash expla ined that during the next few years 
after 1 9 0 9 , He l en lectured throughout the country on a 
variety of subj ects . Al so during this period , Mac y  and 
Sul l ivan were frequently separated . Mac y  c l a imed tha t Anne 
Su l l ivan spent too much time with He len which created 
t . . h . . 2 4  ens 1on 1 n  t e1r marr1age . 
The lecturing continued to bring He l en and 
Sul l ivan more fame . In 1 9 1 4 ,  Polly Thomson j oined Helen 
and Sul l ivan as a secretary, to aid in the 1 9 1 5  lecture 
tour which was handled by the Pond Lecture Bureau . 
Thomson remained with He len the re st of her l i fe.
2 5  
Wi th 
16 
these other two members of the household, Pol l y  and He len, 
John Macy may have been j usti f ied in h i s  c la i ms that 
Su l l ivan made He len's l ife her pr iority . 
In 19 1 9, " De l iverance, " a f i l m  on He l en's l i fe, 
was produced. He len did not attend the f i l m's open ing 
however, s ince the Actors Equ i ty was on strik e  and she 
f d t th . k t 1' 
2 6  
1 t l  re use o cross e plc e 1ne . H e  en was apparen y 
sti l l ded icated to pol itical action evidenced by her 
decision not to attend her own f il m . 
I n  Ke l ler ' s  b i ography, He len and Teacher, the 
author states that in 19 1 9 ,  He len and Sul l ivan j oined the 
vaudevi l le c ircui t . He len and Sul l ivan considered the 
pay to be suf f ic ient, and felt it wou ld be l e s s  physica l l y  
tiring than lecturing . 2
7 
Helen's vaudevi l le act u sua l l y 
consi s ted of an introduction of Helen by Su l l ivan, fol lowed 
2 8  b y  a short speech b y  He len . Shrink ing vaudevi l le engage-
ments he lped to end their activities in 19 2 2 . 2 9  
Two years later, in 19 2 4 1  a f ter Sul l ivan ' s  exten-
sive negotiat ions on the terms of the pub l ic appearanc es, .  
Helen began her fund rai s ing ac tivities for the American 
Foundation for the B l ind .
3 0  
It is obviou s  that Su l l ivan 
proved to be even more than He len ' s  teacher and f riend, 
but a l s o  played an important role in He len ' s  career and 
f inanc ia l security. 
17 
After 19 2 4 ,  Helen a l so dedicated much of her t ime 
to writing . Lash points out that Hel en f inished the book, 
My Rel igion in 19 2 7 ,
3 1  
and completed her second auto­
biography, Midstream:. My Later Life, in 19 2 9"
3 2  
After th i s  time, according to Brook s, Anne 
Sul l ivan's hea l th gradua l ly dec l ined, and he r eye s s tead i ly 
grew weaker unt i l  she became tota l ly b l ind . I n  19 3 6, Anne 
Sul l ivan died .
3 3  
After Sul l ivan's death, Helen trave l ed 
extens ive ly throughout the world . B rook s reported that 
Helen toured Japan the year after Sul l ivan ' s  dea th to 
. 3 4  
lecture on behal f  of the b l ind . Brook s a l s o  mentions 
in Kel ler's b iography that during World War I I , He len 
continued to t ravel throughout the world, vi s iting the 
wounded sold iers in Europe . Fol lowing WW I I ,  from 19 46 
to 19 5 2 ,  her tou r ing continued; She toured Europe, 
Aus tralia, Japan, S outh Africa, I srae l  and Egypt . She 
3 5  a lway s  spoke on beha l f  o f  the bl ind during the se tours. 
In the l a te 19 5 0 s, Helen became les s active, and 
La sh s tated that in 1960,  Pol ly Thomson died . Only a year 
later He l en suf fered her first s troke and ret ired from 
publ ic l ife . 3 6  Seven years later, in 19 68 , He l en Kel ler 
died . 3 7  
The Soc ia l i s t  Movement in the 
United States ( 19 0 1-19 18 ) 
Thi s sec tion i s  concerned with the S oc ia l i s t  
Movement i n  Amer ica between 19 01-19 18 , from the f ounding 
of the Soc ia l i st Party of America in 19 0 1, to 1 9 18 , the 
date of the l a st o f  Kel ler ' s  speeches analy zed in this 
s tudy . 
Origins o f  the Party 
The Soc ial i s t  Party of America was f ounded in 
18 
July 19 0 1  in Indianapo l i s . I t  was created by a number of 
the Soc i al i s t  groups that had been organized in the Uni ted 
States after the C iv i l  War . Many of the groups wh ich 
united tha t  day c ame f rom such organi zation s  as the 
Popu l i s t  Party, .the American Rai lway Union and the Grangers, 
with such leaders as Morri s H i l lqu i t  and Eugene Deb s .
3 8  
According to David Shannon, in h i s  book, The S oc ia l i st 
Party of Arnt�rica, " the party• s real origin s l ay in the 
revol t  again s t  the soc ia l and economic conditions c reated 
by the mushrooming indu s tr ia l i sm of America a f ter the 
C ivil War . "
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I ndu s tria l i sm had c reated a s igni f icant d i f f erence 
in the di s tr ibution of wea l th in America . In the l ate 
18 9 0 5, as P�trick Ren shaw s tated, in hi s book, The.Wobb l ie�, 
" $7 0 0  a year wa s con s i dered the minimum on wh ich a fam i ly 
could be rai sed wi thout serious hardship . "
4 0  
Yet, at the 
time, about one- third of the mine and fac tory worker s made 
we l l  under $5 0 0  a year . Along . side the se cond i tion s  for 
many workers, there were a l so the wealthy·indu s tria l i s ts ,  
such a s  John D. Rockefe l l er, who contro l led the majori ty o f  
19 
thi s  country's petroleum trade.4 1  As the Soc ia l i s t  Party 
of America grew, i ts membersh ip con s i s ted of both the 
wea l thy and the poor. 
Eugene Deb s ,  one of the more wel l-known Social i s t  
leaders , bel ieved that there needed t o  b e  a change i n  the 
employer and worker relation ship in the United S ta tes. 
According to the book, Deb s , early in Deb s ' l i fe he had 
worked on the rai l road , and it was through tha t  exper ienc e 
that he rea l i z ed tha t  many workers in the Uni ted S tates 
l ived in extreme poverty. Deb s  a l so f irmly be l ieved that 
not a l l  men could do what they wi shed with their l ive s , and 
that it was private property that kept the worker and the 
4 2  
employer separated. Ronald Radosh reported tha t  i t  was 
because of the s e  bel ief s  that Deb s  supported and worked for 
the Soc ia l i s t Party of America ··until his deat�. Deb s ' work 
inc luded f ive un succe s s ful b ids for the pre s idency of the 
Uni ted States on the S oc ia l i s t  ticket.
4 3  
Deb s ,  however, wa s not the only powerful.Soc ia l i s t  
leader of h i s  time. According t o  Shannon, Deb s ' c ontempo-
rary Morr i s  Hi l lqu i t, wa s, for a long time, the l eader of 
the New York S oc ia l i s ts .  Hi l lqu it and many o f  h i s  f e l l ow 
New York Soc i a l i s ts belonged to the more conservative 
Soc ial i s ts. These conservative Soc ial ists  advoca ted a 
change in the pre sent system which would come about not by 
revo lution , but gradua l l y  through pol i tical action.4 4  
2 0  
The more radical or mi litant group in the S oc iali s t  
Movement wa s the I ndu s trial Workers of the World, or the 
Wobbl ie s. Ren shaw. said that the IWW was founded in 1 9 0 5 , 
and wa s work ing for the day when all wage earner s  would 
belong to the one large uni on. The IWW believed that a 
number of s trikes over the years would eventually lead to 
a general s trike, 4 5  which would then result in the 
f . f . 4 6  ormat 1on o one un 1on . 
Growth and Development 
Although the IWW wa s formed in 1 9 0 5, i t  wa s not 
unt i l  four years later that it gained the k ind of nationa l 
attention i t  de s ired . According to Ren shaw , in 1 9 0 9 , the 
I WW played a s igni f icant role in the strike of the Pres sed 
S teel Car C ompany in McKee s Rocks, Penn s ylvani a . The 
di spute had begun when the company dec ided to·abandon the 
fixed wage s ys tem for i t s  workers .  Th i s  meant that 
workers would be pa id s trictly on the bas i s  of how much 
they could produc e . The workers ob j ec ted to the new 
s ystem ,  and s ix thousand workers struck . 4 7  The strike 
lasted two mon th s . In the course of the s trike , the IWW 
estab l i shed a loc a l  IWW . Shortly after thi s ,  a violent 
dispute among s tr ikers and s ta te troopers resul ted in the 
4 8  
death of e leven person s. As reported in the New York 
Times ,  soon a fter thi s  epi sode , on September 8 ,  1 9 0 9 , the 
company was forced to return to the f ixed wage sys tem and 
21 
the workers returned to work.
49 According to Ren s haw, the 
IWW ga ined national attention and respec t for the role it 
played in the s trike .
5 0  
Jus t  a s  the IWW was ga ining pub l ic attenti on for 
its ac tiv i ties,  s o  was the Soc ia l i s t  Party of America . 
As Shannon reported, C hicago and Mi lwaukee were beginning 
to become prominent Soc ia l i s t  c ities.
51 Victor B erger 
became the heart of the Soc ial i st Party of America in 
Mi lwaukee. The Mi lwaukee organ i za tion was opposed to the 
IWW and thei r  mil i tant actions ,  and supported the r i se of 
S · 1· th h 1· · 1 t '  
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1 9 10 v· t oc1a 1 sm roug po 1 t1ca ac 1on. In - , 1 c  or 
Berger was e lected to the Congre s s  of the Uni ted S tate s ,  
and other Mi lwaukee Socia l i st s  won munic ipal e l ec tion s 
5 3  
that same ye ar. 
Soc ial i sm moved into the Midwe s t  at about the same 
t ime that Berger wa s e l ec ted to C ongre s s .  In the book, 
The Soc ia l i s t  Party of America, it wa s recorded t ha t  
Soc i a l i sm took o n  a n  a lmo s t  rel igious meaning t o  the people 
there . Outdoor meet ings, c a l led encampments, off ered the 
opportuni ty.for farmers to get together u sua l ly once a 
year . The week - l ong meetings inc luded speeches,  mus ic ,  
and c la s s e s  which were centered around S oc i a l i sm . 5 4  
Al though the farmer s  did �ttend, i t  i s  l ikely tha t  they did 
not s tay for the entire week . They probab ly on ly s tayed 
for a day or two, considering their re spon s ib i l i ti e s  to 
the farm . 
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According t o  Shannon, the speakers were an �mpor-
tant e l emen t  in the meet ings wh ich often brought in a s  
many a s  f ive thous and partic ipants. Eugene Debs and K a te 
Richards O'Hare were the mo s t  popular speakers. O'Hare 
was a l so in s trumenta l i n  regi s tering a large number o f  
farmers into the S oc ia l i s t  Party of Arner ica.
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As S oc ia l i sm moved further west into the Rocky 
Mountains and to the c oa s tJ the IWW ruled muc h  of thei r  
Soc ia l ist ac t iv i ty. A s  s tated i n  the b ook , The Soc ia l i s t  
Party o f  Ame r i c a : 
Tha t  such c on tempt for law and pol it ic a l  ac t ion 
as thi s  wa s popular among the miners and lumber­
jack s  of the We s te rn mountains i s  not surpri s ing 
when one consider s  soc iety in that area. Here 
there were no n ic e ties in indu s tr i a l  warfare . 
. . . Where a l aborer's only contact with the 
s tate had been through a l abor injunct ion , a 
trumped-up c r imin a l  indictment, or a troopers' 
bayone t , such c ontempt for the state and par l ia­
mentary ac t ion was to be expected of men of 
integri ty. If many Wes tern S oc i a l i s t s  were 
tough , hard-b i tten , and primitiv56 s o  were the 
cond itions f rom which they came. 
Back i n  the E a s t, s trikers domina ted the mi l l  
towns. A s  reported i n  the New York T ime s, on J anuary 12 , 
19 12 workers · s truck the Lawrence Texti le Mi l l s  becau s e  o f  
a n  ob j ec tion b y  work e r s  t o  the ir c u t  in pay due to a 
newly- enacted f if ty- four hour a week l aw. With the new 
law, workers would l o s e  pay for two hours per week4 5 7  
Renshaw s ta ted tha t  bef ore the s trike ended on March 18 , 
19 1 2 , the IWW had j oined the s trikers and had sent in 
organi z er Jo seph E t tor and a former I ta l ian l abor pape r 
2 3  
edi tor, Arturo Giovann itti to aid the striker s.
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Acc ord-
ing to Joseph P. La sh, in the book , Helen and Teacher, a s  
the s trike wore o n ,  " a  woman striker was k i l l ed , and 
Giovan itti and Ettor were charged with being accomp l ic e s  
5 9 
to the murder . " As  reported in the New York Time s, both 
men were l ater acqu i t ted . The per s i s tance of the IWW pa id 
of f .  The striker s  at the Lawrence Mills went back to 
work on March 1 8 ,  1 9 1 2  after the n ine -week strike which 
60 had put 2 2 , 0 0 0  emp loyee s out of work. Lash expl a ined that 
the workers' pay cut s  were re stored, and thi s s tr ike wa s 
viewed a s  another victory for the IWW and one of i t s  
61 leaders , Wil l i am D .  Haywood .  
Although the IWW was effec tive in its rol e  in the 
Lawrence S tr ike , i t s  mil itant act ivities were que s tioned 
even by the Soc ia l i s t  Party of America. Shannon s a id 
tha t  later in 1 9 1 2, at the Soc ia l i s t  National C onvent ion, 
its members made some s igni f icant change s in i t s  c on s t i tu-
tion . The Soc ia l i s t  Party of America dec ided to amend 
the ir con s t i tution and take a pos ition aga in s t  s abotage, 
and " to provide f or the expul s ion of any member who 
oppos e s  pol i tica l action or advocate s  cr ime aga in s t  the 
person or other methods of violence."
62 
Acc ording to 
Radosh 1 Debs advocated the ban on sabotage in 1 9 1 2 , 63 
however, Haywood , of the IWW wa s not opposed to the u se of 
. 1 
64 v1o ence. S hannon s tated that not long af ter the 
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revi s ion i n  19 13,  Haywood wa s recalled b y  a vote of party 
members f rom the party ' s  Nat ional Executive Committee . 
Haywood later lef t  the Soc iali s t  Party of Arnerica .
6 5  
The 
Soc iali s t  Party of America began to gradually become a more 
con servat ive organi za tion,
60 
wh ile the IWW continued i t s  
militant ac tivitie s . 
When World War I began in Europe in 19 14 , a s  
recorded i n  the book , The Soc iali s t  Party of America, the 
American Soc i a l i s t s  announced their pos ition on the war . 
The majority of American Soc ia l i sts and many of their 
leaders , Deb s and Hillqu i t  included , were opposed to the 
war . They believed the war was not a fight for " democracy, 
culture or progre s s , " but was a f ight for power and to 
gain advantage s for the ruling cla s s . 6 9  One s tep the IWW 
and some other Sociali s t s  took i�  an ef fort to keep the 
United S tate s out of war was to support a general strike 
of American workers . As reported by the New York T ime s ,  
when there was talk of a pos s ible war between Mexico and 
the United States , Haywood predicted the workers would 
oppose i t  by· a general s trike . The Il.-JW , however , rece ived 
li ttle support f rom such union s  as the Un ited Mine Workers 
f . d h 'd b d d 
. . 1 6 8  o Amer1ca, an t e 1 ea wa s a an one a s  1mpract1ca . 
When Wilson announced h i s  preparedne s s  program to 
the American public, an attempt to increa se the Un i ted 
S tates ' _mi l itary s trength1 the ma j ority of Soc ia l i st s  
d 1 d ' t' t th ' 
69 
ec are oppos 1  1on o 1 s , too . 
Dec l ine 
As World War I in Europe cont inued , American 
sentiment grew more in support of the war . Acc ording to 
Shannon , the American pub l ic was growing suspic iou s of 
Soc ia l i s t  ideas as being too sympathetic to Germany . On 
June 15 , 19 1 7 , the E sp ionage Ac t "granted-the federal 
government the power to censor newspapers and ban them 
from the ma il s . "7 0  The Social i s t  periodical , " Appeal to 
Reason , "  wh ich had a c irculation of over hal f a mi l l ion , 
was a popular periodica l  to the farmers in the Midwe s t . 
The periodica l s '  June 3 0 , 1917 i s sue wa s held by po s tal 
2 ·5 
h . . f k . . . . 
7 1  
aut or1t1es o r  t a  1ng a n  ant1-war pos 1 t1on . As reported 
in the New York Time s , beside s  the "Appea l , "  o ther 
Soc ial i s t  pub l ication s  were re stricted . Anothe r  pub l ic a-
tion , " The Amer ican S oc ia l i s t s ' "  June 19 , 19 17 i s s ue was 
he ld by the S t . Lou i s  pos tmas ter for running an ad for a 
pamphlet , " The Price We Pay , " because the paper wa s 
7 2  opposed t o  the war . 
Al so during that year , many we l l -known Soc ia l i s ts 
left the Party . The New York Time s reported that John 
Sparo , who had once been a lec turer for the S oc ia l i st 
Party of America , wi thdrew h i s  membership . _ The reas on s  he 
gave were that he be l ieved the Party ' s  war program wa s 
7 3  
" unneutral.� un-Arne rican, and pro-German . "
. The T ime s 
2 6  
al so reported that l ater others followed Spare ' s  example . 
Following his announcement, Rose Pa s tor S toke s  and her 
husband, J. G. Phelps S toke s  re s igned from the S oc ia l i s t  
Party o f  America . The S tokes had been ac tively involved 
in the Party� but res igned because of its oppo s i t ion to 
74 the war . 
Neverthe l e s s, the IWW continued its s tr ike 
activities in the We s t . Pub l ic sentiment, however ,  wa s 
often not in favor of the Wobb l ies' ac tivitie s . The New 
York Time s  reported that o n  July 12 , 19 1 7, i n  B i sbee, 
Ar i zona over one thous and IWW members were deported to New 
Mexico in cattle cars . The deportation wa s author i zed by 
members of the organi za t ion c a l l ed C i ti zen s ' P rotec tive 
7 5  
League . Other IWW members throughout the country were 
deported under s imi lar c ircumstances .
76 
Then on Augus t  2 ,  19 17, the New York T ime s reported 
that in Butte , Montana, an IWW strike organ i zer was 
lynched .  Frank L i ttle had worked for years a s  a s trike 
leader, first in Fre sno, Cal ifornia, and later he lped to 
organ i z e  the B i sbee, Ari zona s trikeo He had also been at 
the Me saba I ron Range strike in Minne sota a yea r  before 
hi s death . Little's body was found in the early morning 
outs ide of Butte, hang ing from a rai l road tres t l e. A 
' 
7 7  vigilante warning s ign wa s pinned to hi s cloth ing . 
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American s en t iment appeared to be extreme l y  negat ive 
toward the IWW and i t s  a c t ivities,  to the point where s ome 
felt threa tened enough to re s ort to murder. 
Accordi ng t o  Radosh , in 1 9 17 , the S ocia l i s t  l e ader 
Eugene Deb s  wa s arre sted for vio l a t ing the Espionage Act 
and rema ined in ja i l  unt i l  1 9 2 1  when he was pardoned. 
Debs.died f ive yea r s  l ater on October 2 0 , 19 2 6 .
7 8  
Yet , de s p i te the increas in g  obs tacl e s  the 
Social i st Party wa s experienc ing, it s ti l l  wa s not dead. 
According t o  S hannon , memberships with the Party in the 
We s t  had decl inedi but not in the Northe a s t, where member­
ships had increa sed.
7 9 
As reported by the New York T ime s ,  
Morri s H i l l qu i t  con tinued ·to l ead the New York S ocia l i s t  
Party and bel ieved that the 1 9 1 8  e l ec tion s  were important 
to the Socia l i s t  c andidate s and the future o f  the S oc ia l i s t  
P t f Am . 
80 
ar y o er1ca. 
On N ovembe r  11 , · 191 8 World War I ended, but the 
Socia l i s t  Party o f  Amer ica cont inued to exi s t.
81 
After its format ion in 1 9 0 1 , the S oc ia l i s t  Party 
of Amer ic a  s tead i l y  grew throughout the Uni ted States for 
two decade s .  I t  surv ived a number of va s t  change s which 
were s omet ime s ga ined through violent ac t ions .  
Helen Keller ' s  Rhetor ical . Involvement 
in the Soc ia l i s t  Movement 
P rior Influence s  
2 8  
Upon Helen Kelle r's graduation f rom Radcliffe in 
1 9 0 4 , she was faced wi th the difficult dec i s ion of what to 
do with the re s t  of her life.
8 2  
Acc ording to her auto­
biography. , Mids tream: My Later Li fe , she began her search 
by s tudying blindne s s .
8 3  
As she le arned more about the 
living cond ition s  for the blind and the causes of blind-
nes s , she reali z ed that there was much about the bl ind that 
she d id not know. One fact which greatly d i s turbed her 
was that nearly two - thirds of the c hildren admitted to 
school s for the blind were blind because of the di sease , 
ophthalmia neonatorum. Although the d isease could be 
prevented , it was scarce ly ever di scus sed because it wa s 
. t d ' th 1 d '  . 
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d b as soc 1a e w1 venerea 1 sease . As reporte y Van 
Wyck B rooks ., He l en a l s o  made connect ion between poverty 
and blindne s s , s ince many chi ldren were blind as a result 
of the ir poor living conditions.
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Open t o  new idea s , Helen continued t o  s tudy more 
about the blind. Acc ording to Brook s , as mentioned 
earl ier in th i s  thes i s , during this period she me t John 
Macy , who wa s to become an inf luential person in her life. 
Macy had a s s i s ted Helen with her autobiography ,  The Story 
of My Life , which had been completed in 1 9 0 3. John Macy 
and Anne Sul l ivan , who wa s e leven years his  sen ior , were 
married in 190 5 and John Macy j oined Anne Sul l ivan and 
Helen's household .
86 
As mentioned earl ier , both Hel en 
2 9  
and 
·
Macy had s imilar l i terary intere s ts . B oth admired such 
authors as Wil l iam James and Mark Twa in .  As their f riend-
sh ip grew , Mac y  introduced Helen to the idea l s  of Soc ia l ­
i sm .
87 
He len read the work s of Peter Kropotk in and 
88 
H .  G .  We l l s , and it wa s when Hel en read H� G, Wel l s ' ,  
New Worlds for Old ,  that she f inal ly conc luded tha t  the 
S . 1 '  . f . h 
89 oc 1a 1 s t  po1nt o v1ew wa s t e correct one. 
Joining the S oc ia l i s t  Party 
In 19 0 9 , He l en j oined the Soc ia l i s t  Party o f  
Am . 9 0  er1ca . Her intere s t s  in S oc ia l i sm s tead i l y  increased 
after she j oined the party . According to La sh , He l en 
began to s tudy the wr i t ings of Karl Marx . Her Soc ia l i s t 
be l ie f s  became better known to the pub l ic through letters 
which i l lu strated her Soc i a l i s t  conviction s , ed itor ials , 
d 1 b k . 
9 1  
a n  a so y spea 1ng . According to Foner , one s uch 
speech wa s ,  " Social Causes of B l indnes s , " a speech presented 
on February 14 , 19 11 to the Mas sachusetts As soc iat ion for 
Promoting the I ntere s ts of the B l ind in Boston . 9 2  
Brooks reported that during thi s  period , Hel en 
active ly fol lowed newspaper reports of strike activitie s ,  
like the Lawrence S tr ik e  in 1 9 12 . According to Brooks,  
" she [ Helen ] had been all for the workers , bel ieving that 
3 0  
the plants should be l ong to the producers of the good s , 
and , . • . she fe l t  that S oc ia l i sm alone cou l d  s olve thes e  
9 3  
probl ems . .. H e l en even bec ame a friend o f  one o f  the 
leader s  o f  the Lawrence S trike , G iovann i tt i, and wrote a 
preface to his book o f  poems , Arrows in the Ga l e . 
The press , however , had their own opin ions o f  
He l en ' s  a c t ion s . Brooks reported tha t in some newspaper 
artic l e s , reporters su s pe c ted tha t s ince Helen was b l ind 
and deaf that s he was be ing taken advantage of by the 
Soc ial i s t  Party of America ,  which Hel en denied .
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Acc ord-
ing to the book , He len Kel l e r  Sketch For a Portra i t , 
He len saw a de f i n i te c onnec tion between bl indne s s  and her 
Soc ia l i st c onvic t i on s . She c on s idered supporting S oc ia l i sm 
a way to he lp the blind .
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I n  1912 , John Macy joined- the IWW and He l en a l so 
bec ame sympa thetic to thei r  activiti e s . S oon a f te r  Mac y  
h a d  jo ined the IWW , He l en expres sed her support b y  s end ing 
a check in the amount of $87 . 5 0  to aid the workers who were 
s trik ing the kni tt ing m i l l s  in L i tt l e  Fa l l s , New York . 9 6  
She not on l y  priva te ly supported the IWW , but mus t  have a l so 
felt a need to be more ac tivel y  involved , a s  evidenc ed by 
th i s  ge s ture . 
S oc i a l i s t  P la tform Ora tory 
Helen began her lec ture tours in 19 13 . I n  her 
autobiography , Mids tream: �1y Later Life , she had long 
had the de s ire to improve her speech, �nd in 1 9 1 0 ,  with 
the help of a s inging teacher, she began work ing on 
becoming a better speaker . 
On her lecture tour s, she spoke to a wide variety 
of person s and usua l l y  he r lecture s were words of encourage­
ment to her l i s tener s . 9
7 
At leas t  one of her speeches in 
1 9 1 3, however, did i l lus trate her Socia l i s t  convic t ion s . 
The speech, " A  New L ight i s  Coming, " was presented a t  the 
Soc iological C on ference that yea r  in Sagamore B each, 
Ma s sachusetts . 9 8  
On he r tour, H elen vi s i ted s chool s  for the b l ind 
whenever she could f ind the free time . According to 
Ke l le r, her v i s i t s  to and tours of the school s  began to 
change her attitude s about the b l ind and the dea f . She 
had once thought tha t  i f  a pe rso� appl ied themse lve s they 
could achieve anything they wanted . But as she tou red the 
country, particularly the mining and manufac tur ing town s ,  
she rea l i zed tha t  not everyone could do wha t  they wanted . 
She rea l i zed how many people had helped.he r in her l ife , 
and saw tha t he r opportuni t ie s  for education and emo tional 
support were not ava i l ab l e  to everyone . 9 9  
I n  that s ame year, Andrew C arnegie, a fr iend of 
Hel en ' s, offered her an annu i ty .  Three years earl ier, he 
had a l s o  offered her an annui ty and she had refu sed 
because she wi shed to make her own l iving . According to 
3 2  
Kel ler , Carnegie a l s o  took a nega tive view o f  her Soc ia l i st 
membership , threaten ing to spank her if she did not change 
her mind . Helen , not int imidated by Carnegie , re fused the 
' t  d • d h h 10 0 1 I • 1' annu� y an �gnore t e t rea t . He en s S oc�a �s t 
be l ie f s  were gradua l l y  s haping a l l  aspec ts of he r l i fe. 
In 19 14 , Hel en advoca ted peace , and dec l ared he r 
pos i tion on World War I wa s "neutral . "101 At the s ame 
time , s he had grown more sympathetic to the IWW and their 
ac t ivitie s , and spent Thank sgiving that year wi th the 
Giovannitt i s .
10 2 
As reported by Lash , by 19 15 , He l en's 
lecture s were en j oying large audienc e s . The tour that year , 
which had been a rranged by the Pond Lectur e  Bureau , gave 
Helen the opportuni ty to mee t  many famous people l ike 
Henry Ford , Enrico C a ru s o  and Dr . Maria Monte s sori . 
In the f a l l  o f  that year� He l en and Sul l ivan agreed 
to continue He l en's l ec ture s on the Chautauqua c ircu i t  in 
the Midwe s t , again arranged by the Pond Bureau . John 
Macy did not j oin them , however , s ince he and Sul l ivan 
d h . 
10 3 
we re separate a t  t e t�me. While Helen continued her 
lecture s that· year , the war in Europe became more seriou s. 
After the s inking o f  the Lui s i tan ia on May 7, 19 1 5 , 10 4 
the Uni ted S ta te s  pub l ic came to gradua l ly support World 
War I ,  and Pre s ident Wi l son introduced his  preparedne s s  
program. He len , l ike mo s t  American Soc ial i s t s , opposed 
105 
both the war and the preparedne s s  program. 
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On December 1 9 ·, 1 9 1 5, Hel en made the f ir s t  o f  many 
1 0 6  anti-preparednes s speeche s . The speech, "Menace o f  
the Mil itar i s t  Program, " wa s given a t  Wa shington I rving 
High School in New York C ity . 1 0 7  As reported in the New 
York Time s ,  over two thousand pe rsons came to hear He l en 
attack P re s ident Wi l son's preparedne s s  plan . The audience 
overwhelmingl y  approved of her speech, and He l en had to be 
e scorted to her c ar by pol ice protecting her from the 
exc i ted c rowd . 1 0 8  
According t o  Lash, Helen wa s we l l - rece ived by 
Soc ia l i sts a f ter her speech, e spec i a l l y  in New York C ity . 
On reques t  o f  the Labor Forum and the Women's Peace 
1 0 9  
Party, an organiza tion intere sted in pre serving world 
1 1 0  
peace, Hel en agreed t o  give another speech in New York . 
Many had been turned away from the first speech, . s o  the 
next one was s imilar in content to the f ir s t .
1 1 1  
Th i s  
speech, " S tr ike Aga ins t  War, " wa s given January 5 ,  1 9 16 
t C . 1 1  1 1 2  a arneg1e Ha • 
According to G i f f in, dur ing the summer of 1 9 16, 
Sul l ivan and Helen went on an anti-preparedne s s  tour in 
the Midwe s t . 1 1 3  As �eported in her autob iography, 
Midstream: My Later L ife, on th i s  tour Helen usua l l y  
spoke to her audienc e s  i n  large hall s o r  a t  a camp b y  a 
lake . He len was not plea sed with the tour , however, and 
conc luded that it had not been succes s ful , bec ause she 
fel t that he r l is tener s  were not as enthused about the 
sub j ect of war and peace .
114 
She a l so con t inued 
to be di s tre s sed with the negative reports she rece ived 
from the pre s s  about her Soc ia l i s t  activi ties and he r 
other views on pol itical i s sues . Kel le r  sriid .. in her 
3 4  
autobiography , tha t  s he bel ieved the pre s s  was onl y  c ontent 
with her when s he talked about the bl ind and the dea f , and 
that the pre s s  believed she wa s being taken advantage of 
b . 1 '  h h k . d 115 y Soc 1 a  1 sts w en s e spo e on ant1-prepare nes s .  
When Sul l ivan and Helen returned home . after the summer tour , 
they were ready for a re s t . Both were tired and Su l l ivan 
was concerned with the pos s ib l ity tha t  she may be gett ing 
t . 116 con sump 1 on. 
The next yea r  brought new ob s tac les  to American 
Soc ia l i s t s. As Giff in reported , in 1917 , He len pecame 
concerned about the new E spionage Act ( June 15 , 19 17 ) , 
and its effects on Soc i a l i s t s . She sent letter s of support 
to those who had been s trongly oppo sed to the war 1  l ike 
. 1 '  1 d b 117 d h '  Soc 1a 1 s t  ea er , Eugene De s an anarc 1 s t , Emma 
' Goldman who had been impr isoned under the E spionage Act.118 
In January 19 18 , He len de l ivered a speech a t  the 
New York C ity C ivic C lub , "What is the IWW? , : •  defending 
the IWW and its ac t ivitie s.119 One month later , Helen and 
Sul l ivan agreed to go to Hol l ywood to work on a f i lm about 
Helen ' s  l ife. Accord ing to La sh , He len wa s s ti l l  deep ly 
admired by the pub l ic and those who had oppo sed her 
. 1 "  t t . . . . d 1 2 0  Soc�a 1 s  ac 1v1t1es were �gnore . 
3 5  
Less than a decade after Kel ler became a S oc i a l i s t , 
she had de l ivered a volume of lec tures , many in support of 
the Soc ia l i st Party' and i t s  ac tion s . For awhile , anyway , 
Helen Kel ler , a s  Socia l i s t , wa s seen in a new light by many 
of her fol l ower s . 
D imini shing Rol e  in Soc ia l i s t  Rhetoric 
Ke l le r's d imini sh ing role in her Soc ial i st rhetoric 
may have begun as early as 19 1 6 , af ter that year ' s  tour . 
Then fol lowed the long i l lne s s  of her companion , Anne 
Sul l ivan . 
The anti-preparedne s s  tour Su l l ivan and Ke l le r  took 
part in in 1 9 1 6 , was in many ways _a disappointment to K e l ler . 
Her mes sages about the war and her ef forts to arou se her 
audience to oppose Worl d  War I were not received with much 
enthu s i a sm. Her audienc e s  preferred to hear her spe ak on 
h . d 
. . . b . t th h 12 1 app1er an more opt1m1 s t�c su J ec s an t e war .  
According to Kel l er , to compl icate matters , af ter the 19 1 6  
tour wa s comple ted , S u l l ivan became i l l  with pleurisy 
1 2 2  and a severe cough . �n hopes of a fas t recovery , 
Sul l ivan travel ed to Lake Plac id in New York . Later she 
wen t on to Puerto Rico , where she rema ined unti l  the f a l l  
of 19 17 .  She then returned to Wrenthan . The recovery wa s 
sti ll not complete in 1 9 17 , and Sul l ivan wa s unabl e  to 
h 1 
. . " 1  1 t 1 2 3  return to t e ec ture c �rcu� t unt� a year a er . 
According to Lash , whi l e  Sul l ivan wa s in Puerto Rico , the 
popularity of the l ec ture c ircu it was dec l ining , and the 
demand f or lecture s decreased .
1 2 4 
Whi le Su l l ivan wa s in 
3 6  
Puerto Ric o ,  He len went to s tay wi th her f ami ly in 
1 2 5  
Montgomery , Alabama . Helen and Sul l ivan re l oc a ted a f ter 
Sul l ivan ' s  re turn in 1 9 1 7 , and bought a new home in Fore s t  
H i l l s , a suburb of New York C ity . 1 2 6  
According t o  Ke l le r , in her autob iography , Midstream : 
My Later Life , Hel en was offered the opportun i ty to go to 
Hol lywood to make a f i lm about her l ife , " De l iverance . "
1 2 7  
I n  February o f  1 9 1 8 , Sul l ivan and He len began negotiations 
on the f i lm and spent the next few months on thi s  pro j ec t ,  
unti l  i ts complet ion in 1 9 1 9 . Sul l ivan ' s  hea l th had 
improved by then , and Helen seemed to need to be invo lved 
in a new pro j ect .
1 2 8  
According to Kel ler , a fter the f i lm 
wa s comp le ted , S u l l ivan and He len re turned to the i r  home in 
Forest H i l l s  and l ived there " qu ietly " for the next two 
1 2 9  years . 
Helen Ke l l er ' s  Soc ia l i s t  rhetorica l  act ivity began 
to slowly dec l ine in 1 9 1 6 , with the disappointing respon se 
she rece ived from her audiences during her anti -preparedne s s  
tour that year . The dec l ine in the popularity of the 
lecture c ircuit a l s o  added to a decrease in Keller ' s  
Soc ia l i s t  speak ing activitie s . The dec i s ion to work on the 
3 7  
f i lm ,  ., De l ierance , ., and the move into vaudevi l l e  in 1 9 2 0 , 
with the promise o f  more money , ended Ke l ler ' s  speak ing 
ac t ivities for the S oc ia l i s t  Party of America . 
Al though He l en did shift her energie s ,  she s t i l l  
rema ined a devout Soc ial i s t  her entire l ife . Acc ord ing to 
La sh , He len 11 rema ined loyal to her Soc ia l i st convic tion s  
I I  Yet , it wa s Helen ' s  own view of herse l f  a f ter the 
completion of the f i lm ,  tha t  changed her rol e  in l if e , and 
her " . . •  picture of herse l f  as a latter-day Joan of Arc 
leading the workers in their emanc ipation s truggl e  
• 
faded . " 1 3 0  
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CHAPTER THREE 
THE RHETORICAL ANALYS I S  
Chapter three of thi s  study repre sents a rhetor ica l 
analys i s  o f  three speeches de l ivered f rom 19 13 to 19 18 by 
Kel ler on beha l f  of the S oc ia l i st movement .  The three 
speeches , rando111ly cho sen , were "A New Light i s  C oming , . .  
" Menace of the Mi l itar i s t  P rogram , " and "What is the IWW ? " . 
Backgro�nd of each speech wa s brie f ly reviewed and the 
rhetorical ana ly s i s  o f  each speech fol lows . C op i e s  of the 
three speeches appear in the appendix . 
Textura l Authentic ity 
The texts o f  the two. speeches , "A New L ight i s  Com-
ing " and " Menace of the Mi l itarist Program "  -were obta ined on 
Oc tober 2 7 , 19 8 2  on micro f i lm from the Library of C ongre s s . 
The speech , "A New L ight i s  Coming , "  wa s found in the New 
York C a l l , July 8 ,  19 13 .  The speech , "Menace o f  the Mi l i-
tari s t  P rogram , " was taken from the New York Ca l l , December 
2 0 , 1915 , and wa s a l so recorded in the book , Woman a s  Revolu-
t . 1 1onary . The th ird speech ,  "What i s  the IWW ? " wa s obta ined 
from Ph i l ip s .  Foner ' s  book , He len Kel ler : Her S o c ia l i s t  
Years . Fone r ' s  text ind icated that the speech had been 
2 
reported in the New York C a l l , February 3 , .19 1 8 , yet , when 
the speech wa s sought in the Ca l l , it wa s not found . 
S ince the tex t s  o f  the speeche s were obta ined f rom 
newspaper report s , it i s  doubtful tha t  they are the exac t 
words o f  Helen K e l l er , s ince the speeches may have b een 
edited before the pub l ica tion . Neverthe l e s s , the tex t s  
should be suf f ic iently accurate f o r  ana lys i s  wit� the 
po s s ib le exception o f  c ertain e l ement s  of s tyle . 
H i s to r ic a l  B ackground of Speeche s 
" A  New L ight i s  C orning " 
4 5  
�s reported in the New York C a l l , Helen Ke l l er 
del ivered her s peech , " A  New L ight i s  C oming " a t  the 
Soc iological C on f e rence a t  S agamore Beach , Ma s s ac hu s e tt s . 
The text o f  He l en ' s  speech wa s recorded in the S oc ia l i s t  
da i ly , the New York C a l l  on July 8 ,  1 9 1 3 .
3 
As  ment i oned 
ear l ier in thi s  s tudy , dur ing thi s  per iod , the Ame r ican · 
S oc ia l i s t  P ar ty wa s ga ining s trength in the Un i ted S ta te s . 
Thi s  was a l s o  the t ime o f  s tr ik e s  in many o f  thi s  c ountry ' s  · 
f ac torie s .  The f amou s tex t i l e  strike in Lawrence ,  
Mas sachuse t t s , had ended over a year ear l ie r , on March 1 8 , 
1 9 1 2 , and the vio l en t  s t r ike at L i ttle F a l l s ,  New York , 
had ended on January 2 ,  1 9 1 3 , j u s t  month s be fore th i s  
speech . L i ttle informat ion cou l d  b e  found on the surround­
ings re lating to Ke l l er ' s  addre s s . The New York C a l l  d i d  
mention tha t  , " Ke l le r  wa s one of the speaker s ,  together 
with George W .  P erkin s and Arturo Giovannitti . "  The on l y  
other in format ion found about the program was that the 
auditorium may have been relatively large , s ince the C a l l  
reported that Ke l ler cou l d  b e  heard in " a l l  parts o f  the 
hal i . " 4 Noth ing further wa s f ound on the s i ze of the 
auditorium , or the s i ze of the audience . 
" Menac e of the Mi l itarist Program " 
4 6  
The N ew York Cal l reported that He len de l ivered thi s  
speech a t  the Labor Forum , Wa shington I rving H igh S chool 
in New Y?rk C i ty on December 19 , 19 15 . Prior to Helen ' s  
speech , Anne S u l l ivan brief ly introduced He l en , with an 
explanation of how s he had taught Helen to become aware of 
h d . 
5 
er surroun J.ngs . 
As previous ly men tioned in thi s  the s i s , Helen ' s  
speech was de l ive red dur ing the time when Pre s ident Wi l son ' s  
preparedne s s  program wa s be ing d i scus sed , prior· to the 
United S tates ' involvement in World War I .  
The C a l l  reported that He len spoke to an audienc e 
of " worker s , "  who were " c rowded to the last  ava i lab le 
seat " in the . h igh schoo l . The Cal l a l so reported that 
" severa l hundred per sons had to be turned away for lack of 
room long be fore the meeting opened . " 6 According to the 
book , Woman as Revolutionary , the e s t imate of the number 
in the aud ience wa s a lmos t  two thou sand people .
7 
"What is  the IWW ? "  
According to Foner , Helen Kel ler de l ivered the 
speech "Wha t is the IWW? " ,  at the New York C i ty C ivic C lub 
. 8 
in January 1 9 1 8 . As  s ta ted earl ier in th i s  the s i s , the 
IWW wa s the Indu s tr ia l  Workers of the World ,  the more 
mi l i tant organ i z a t i on in the Soc ial i st movement .  The IWW 
had been founded in 1 9 0 5 , and wa s work ing to estab l i sh one 
large union for a l l  wage earner s .  Months before thi s  
speech , F rank Little , an IWW s tr ike organi zer , had been 
lynched ,
· 
which wa s fol lowed by the arre sts o f  many other 
IWW str ike leade r s  and members in the United S tates . 
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Accord ing to Foner , the speech wa s reported in the New York 
Cal l on February 3 ,  1 9 1 8 . 9 Little e l se wa s found about the 
speech in regard to the audience s i ze , the aud i torium and 
C ivic C lub ' s  program tha t  day . 
B a s i s  of the C riteria for the 
Rhe torical Analysis  
The ba s is o f  the c riteria used for the rhetoric a l  
ana lys i s  wa s L e s t e r  Thon s sen , A .  C ra ig Ba ird and Wa ldo w .  
B raden ' s  Speech C r it ic i sm .  Suitab le s tandards of j udgment 
were found in Part V of thi s  text . The fol lowing eva lua tion 
is  divided into f our canon s of speech : invent ion , arrange-
ment , styl e , and de l ivery . 
Invention 
Inventi on i s  c oncerned with the context o f  the 
speech . Ac cording to Speech Critic i sm ,  " the c oncept of 
invention inc l ude s the entire inve s tigat ive under taking , 
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the idea of the ' status , '  and the mode s o f  persua s ion- ­
l ogica l , emotion a l , and e thical . " 1 0  An e f fort wa s made in 
thi s s tudy to determine how e ffec t ively Kel l er s a ti s f ied 
each cho s en c r i teria . 
Log ica l  P roof 
Logic a l proof c on s i s t s  o f  evidence and rea s on ing 
intended to e s tab l i sh that the ideas are logic a l ly accept-
able . Thon s sen , B aird and B raden s ta te that the ob j ec t ive 
of the c ritic should be : 
. . . to de termine how fully a given speech 
enforc e s  an ide a ; how eas i ly- that enforc ement 
c on fo rms to the deve lopment ; and how nearly the 
tota l ity of the rea s on ing approache s a rne!ture 
o f  truth adequate f or purpos e s  of action . 
They cont inue by exp l a in ing the - pr inc iple means o f  c ri t i-
c a l ly ana ly z ing l og ic a l  proo f . The three princ iple mean s 
a re the : 
1 .  determin a ti on o f  the intel lectua l 
re source s  o f  the speaker , 
2 .  determination o f  the severity and 
s tric tne s s  of the a rgumentative deve lopment ,  
and 
3 .  de terminat i on of the 12ruth " of the 
idea in func t i ona l ex i stence . 
I t  wa s nec e s sary in thi s  s tudy to iden t i fy the 
purpose or goa l in each of Kel ler ' s  three speeche s .  I t  
wa s al so nece s sary to determine how effective ly she 
deve loped the rea son ing to achieve the purpo se of each 
speech . 
Induc tive P roc e s s  
Induc t ive reas on ing involves reason ing from the 
spec i f ic items of evidence to a genera l i zation . I t  
includes a l l  the evidence tha t i s  brought to a s peech by 
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h k 1 1  . f d f h ' d  1 3 t e spea er , a s  we a s  prem1 ses oun rom t e ev1 ence . 
In Speech C r itic i sm ,  evidenc e wa s de sc ribed a s  " the raw 
materia l to e s tab l i sh proof . "  Evidence inc ludes 
. te s t imony o f  individual s , personal experienc e s , 
tab l e s  of s ta t i s t ic s , i l lu strative examp l e s , or 
any so-ca l l ed " factua l " items which induce in the 
mind of the hearer or reader a s ta te of be l ie f --a 
tendency to a f f irm the exi stence of the fac t or 
propo s ition to which the evidence i4tache s and in 
support of wh ich i t  i s  introduced . 
Deduc tive P roc e s s  
Deduc tive rea s oning invo lve s rea soning from accepted 
. t . f . 1 . 1 5 1 1  . . d prem1ses o a spec 1 1c cone us 1on . Sy og1 sm 1 s  use 
in the deduct ive proc e s s  and invo lve s rea son ing by forming 
a ma j or premi se and a minor premi se , and then a c onc lu­
s ion . 1 6  Us ing the se c ri teria for acceptab le l ogic a l  proof , 
an attempt was made to an swer the fol lowing que s t ion s : 
1 .  What wa s the purpo se in each of Ke l le r ' s  three 
speeche s ,  
2 .  What l ine s o f  rea soning did she util i z e in 
efforts to ach ieve th i s  purpo se , and 
3 .  How e f f ec tively did she uti l i ze logical proof 
in devel oping the chos en arguments ? 
"A New Ligh t  i s  C oming " 
In Ke l le r ' s  f ir s t  addre s s  the the s i s  was not 
immediately c lear s ince it did not appear in one conc i se 
statement . Af ter reading the speech , however , i t  seemed 
that the · the s i s  was two- fold ; firs t ,  she apparently wa s 
trying to j us t i fy herse l f  a s  a c redib l e  author i ty with a 
r ight to speak a t  the c onference . And second , she seems 
to have been try ing to provide an inspirationa l mes sage 
to her l i s tene r s , that the ir qua l ity of l i f e  would s oon 
be improved . 
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I t  appears that Kel l er had two ma in points in her 
addre s s ; the f ir s t  which concentrated on deve l opment o f  her 
credib i l ity , and the second seemed to be cen tered a round 
her words of inspiration to her l i s tener s . 
She began her f ir s t  po int by admitting that she 
rea l i zed there were tho se in · the audience who que s tioned 
Kel ler ' s  capab i l itie s  and knowledge on the sub j ec t  s ince she 
wa s b l ind and deaf . Yet , she empha s i zed that thi s  fac t wa s 
not a stumb l ing b lock for her s ince her ne ighbors di scus sed 
the i s sue s o f  the day , and inc luded her in these discu s s ion s . 
Beside s th i s ,  Kel ler l i s ted a number of noted " th inkers "  
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had kept up with the i s sue s  o f  the day through d i s cu s s ions 
wi th her friend s . She appears to have re l ied on her 
inte l lectua l re source s  to develop thi s  point , by ut i l i z ing 
her knowledge and per s onal experience . Thi s  may have been 
quite effective , s ince some l i s teners may have had a pre-
conceived image o f  her a s  a " she l l " with ab i l i ty to do l i ttle 
more than c ite a few words or care for her phy s ic a l  needs . 
Kel ler ' s  evidence wa s mos t  l ikely suf f ic ient for Kel ler ' s  
purpo se . She probab ly did appear a s  a credib l e  speaker 
after the se word s . 
Ke l ler ' s  second ma in point seems to have been an 
attempt at inspiring her l i s tener s .  She apparently did thi s  
by us ing words of encouragement t o  show them that the i r  
qual i ty o f  l if e  wa s improving . She began s imply by pointing 
out how plea sed she wa s to see such a respons ive audience , 
whose " eye s [were ] open to the que stions o f  the day . " She 
went on by explain ing how they were a l l  march ing toward a 
new freedom . Nex t , she explained that " we "  do not l ive in 
a democracy becau se : 
A democ racy would mean equa l opportun i ty f or 
a l l . I t  would mean that every child had a chance 
to be we l l  born , we l l  fed , we l l  taught and prope r ly 
s tarted in l i fe � I t  would mean that every woman 
had a vo ice in the mak ing of the laws unde r which 
she l ive s . I t  wou ld mean that a l l  men en j oyed 
the frui ts of the ir labor . Such a democ racy ha s 
never ex i s ted . 
Following th i s , Kel ler a s sured her audience tha t  there wa s 
s t i l l  hope , becaus e  " we " were rea l i z ing what wa s r ight and 
wrong about th i s  world and thus , "we "  would mak e  the 
nece s sary change s to improve soc iety . She conc luded her 
po int wi th a promise tha t  " a  new l ight i s  coming , "  the 
audience be ing a part of thi s  l ight . With thi s  in mind , 
Kel ler urged he r l i s tener s  to " break every chain , "  which 
would have the fol lowing results : 
Then , indeed , sha l l  we know a better and nob ler 
human ity . For there wi l l  be no more s lave s . 
Men wi l l  not go on s trike for 5 0 cents more a 
week . Little children wi l l  not have to s ta rve 
or w9rk in mi l l  and factory . Motherhood wi l l  no 
longer be a sorrow . We sha l l  be " j ust one great 
fami ly o f  friends and brother s . "  
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Ke l l er appea red to have devel oped thi s  point in the 
absenc e of logical proo f . She did not of fer evidence which 
might have l ed to the c onc lus ion that l ife woul d  improve . 
Nei th�r did she d i s c u s s  any spec i f ic gains , l ike improved 
laws , or higher wage s which might have led to the c onc lus ion 
that l iving condi t ions rea l ly would improve . Kel l e r  
provided l ittle evidence f o r  her to conc lude tha t  the qua l i ty 
of l ife wa s improving , except for the mention that the 
audience appeared to be re spon s ive to the change s tak ing 
place . 
I t  appear s  that Kel ler d id uti l i ze logical proo f 
in he r f ir s t  ma in point , primarily by us ing inte l lec tua l 
re source s ,  but log ic al proof appears to have been ab sent 
in deve loping her second ma in point . She did not o f fer 
spec i f ic evidenc e to c onc lude that l ife would be improved . 
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"Menace of the Mi l itar i s t  P rogram " 
Kel ler ' s  second addre s s  seems to have been prima rily 
conc erned with try ing to persuade her l i s tener s  to oppo se 
the preparedne s s  program . Again there was not a the s i s  
provided i n  one c l ear s tatement . I t  was somewhat d i f f icult 
to determine for certain how many ma in po ints there were , 
but it seems tha t there were only two . The f i r s t  ma in 
point was concerned with explain ing why the " c ap i ta l i st s " 
wanted a �a r , and wha t  they might ga in from it . The second 
ma in point wa s le s s  apparent , but ba s ically it s eems to 
have been concentrated on why the audience should oppo s e  
the preparedne s s  program . 
Kel ler ' s  f ir s t  ma in point was relative ly b r ie f , 
and Ke l ler spent l ittle time deve loping it . F ir s t , she 
explained that the capita l i s t s  s take in a war wa s s imply 
for " ga in . " She c la imed tha t in a war ,  " . . the s anc tity 
of a home , and even o f  private property is  de s troyed . " 
After th is , Kel ler o f f ered what she ref erred to a s  
" hi s torica l  proo f " o f  th i s  " c ra zed need f o r  gain , " a s  
fol lows : 
In spite o f  the h i storica l proof of the fut i l i ty 
of war , the Un i ted S tates i s  preparing to ra i se a 
b i l l i on dol lars and a mi l l ion soldiers in prepara­
t ion f or war . Beh ind the ac tive agitators for 
de fense you wi l l  f ind J . P .  Morgan and Co . , and 
the capita l i s t s  who have inves ted the ir money in 
shrapnel plants , and others that turn out imp l emen t s  
of murder .  
Ke l ler ' s  f ir s t  ma in point pr imari ly re l ied on the 
above-ment ioned evidenc e . However , she did not c i te the 
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sourc e of th i s  in forma tion , and thus , i t  was e i ther common 
knowledge thi s  wa s true , or it wa s Kel ler ' s  per sona l 
knowledge . Neverthe le s s , it  seems to have been inadequate 
support . Thi s  i so l a ted inc ident would not have led to the 
conc lus ion that a l l  capita l i sts supported a war , and woul d  
a l l  gain f rom i t , i f  tha t  wa s Kel ler ' s  intention �  
K� l ler ' s  second ma in point appeared t o  have been 
an e f fort to po int out why the audience should be opposed 
to a preparedne s s  pl an . Kel ler began by exp l a in ing tha t  
she saw the world as h e r  " fatherland , "  and thu s , war 
involved f ight ing with one ' s  family . Next , Ke l l er d iverged 
a bit by pointing out that the Un ited S tate s should prepare 
for peace and not war . Yet , her statements were somewhat 
confus ing ; they are a s  fol l ows : 
To prepare thi s  nat ion in the true sen se o f  
the word , · not f o r  war ,  but for peac e and happ ine s s , 
the S tate shou ld govern every department o f  indu s ­
try , hea l th and education i n  such a way a s  to · 
ma inta in the bodie s and mind s of the people in 
soundne s s  and e f f ic iency . Then , the nat ion wi l l  
b e  prepaied t o  with s tand the demand to f ight for 
a perpetuation of its own sl avery at the b idding 
of a tyrant . 
Kel ler then discus sed tha t  it was the worker s who suf fered 
mo s t  from a war . She a l so stated that no enemy could treat 
the workers worse than their " fellow c it i zen s of the 
capita l i st world , "  and because of thi s , then noth ing would 
be los t " i f the program wa s not supported , "  exc ept a s  
Kel ler put it , one ' s  " chains . "  
I t  seems aga in that Ke l ler developed th i s  point 
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in the ab sence o f  logic a l  proof . She did not provide any 
evidence to support the c la im that oppo s ition to the 
preparedne s s  plan would be spec i f ic a l ly the wi s e s t  choice 
for the workers . Ne i ther did she adequately support her 
c laims tha t  an enemy would not treat the workers any wor se 
than the ir pre s ent sys tem treated them . 
In deve lop ing her ma in points in the se speeche s , 
Kel ler provided l ittle , i f  any , research or inte l lec tua l 
re sources to warrant the c onc lus ion s that the c ap i ta l i s ts 
supported a war ,  or that i t  would be best for the workers 
to oppo se the prepa redne s s  program . 
"What i s  the IWW ? " 
Kel ler ' s  f inal speech appears to have been an 
attempt to explain to the audience who the IWW was , and to 
expla in how the exi s tence of the ir organi za t ion wa s 
important to soc iety . Again , it appears that there wa s no 
the s i s  provided in thi s  addre s s . There appear to have been 
three ma in po int s in thi s  speech . The f ir s t  ma in point 
provided general information about the organ i z a t ion , 
inc luding its origins and princ iples . The second ma in 
point seems to have been an ef fort to j us tify some of the 
IWW ' s  ac tivitie s . The third ma in point seemed to 
concentrate on why the IWW wa s a sign i f icant organ i zation , 
important to soc ie ty . 
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Ke l l er ' s  f i r s t  ma in point inc luded some background 
informat ion conc ern ing the IWW . Ke l ler began by exp l a in ing 
that the IWW wa s a l abor un ion which only admitted wage­
earners ,  and " ac t s  [ acted ]  on the pr inc iple o f  indu s trial  
union ism . "  She did not document thi s  c la im .  Next , she 
provided a brief l i st ing of some s trike ac tivi t i e s  with 
which the IWW had been involved , again , not documenting 
her informa ti on . Then Kel ler exp lained that the IWW wa s 
a unique union , and d i scus sed the IWW 1 s  ba s ic princ iple s .  
She conc luded by s ta t ing that it had been because o f  the se 
princ ipl es tha t  IWW members had been , " persecuted , beaten , 
impr isoned , murdered . "  
I t  doe s not seem that K� l l er adequately uti l i zed 
logical  proof in her main po int because of the ab sence of 
documentation . She did not explain how she knew a l l  thi s  
information wa s factua l , ne ither by documenting a s ource , 
nor by u s ing her inte l l ec tual resourc e s . In her f inal 
sta tements , i t  would be dif f icult to conc lude us ing 
logical proo f , that the IWW members had been mi s treated 
because of the i r  princ ip les without further evidenc e to 
support the se c la 1ms . 
In Kel ler ' s  second ma in point it appears that she 
wa s trying to exp l a in why she believed the IWW had rece ived 
unfair pub l ic i ty .  She began by admi tting that s ome people 
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bel ieved the IWW t o  b e  " ' fore igners , '  ' the scum o f  the 
earth , ' ' dangerous . ' " S he then went on to try to exp l a in 
why thes e  be l ie f s  had b een d i s torted , by c la iming that the 
IWW were " forei gners " s ince many of the unsk i l l e d  l aborer s  
i n  the United S tate s were fore ign . She a l so expl ained that 
they had no.t had "a f a ir chance " in Amer ica , and if they 
were " dangerous " it wa s becau s e  " they have endured c oun t l e s s  
wrong s  and in j urie s . "  
Ke l l er cont inued by provid ing an undocument ed 
l i s t ing o f  a number o f  a troc i t i e s  that had apparent l y  
occurred t o  IWW members , which inc luded the " lynch ing o f  
F rank L it t l e , "  t h e  " f l ogging s " in Tul s a , the deportation 
of miners in B i sbee , the dea th s  in Ludlow , C o l orado , and 
the ma s s ac re in Tr inidad . Ke l l er c losed th i s  point by 
adding that the b e l i e f  the pub l ic might have , tha t  the IWW 
wa s " organ i z ed to h inder indu s try "  was a l so a mi s c onception , 
and that the IWW had a c tual ly been formed " to keep 
indu s tr ie s  go ing . "  
Ke l ler made some e f fort in thi s  _ point to u t i l i ze 
logic a l  proo f . The examp l e s  of autroc i t ie s commi tted 
agains t  IWW members may have been an ef fec t ive appe a l , yet , 
it  wa s undocumen ted . A l s o , Kel ler wa s not spec i f ic a s  to 
when the s e  even ts occurred in relation to the name - c a l l ing . 
For example , had the s e  accusat ion s  of IWW members c ome 
be fore the se inc ident s  or a f ter ? A l s o , he r l a s t  c l a im ,  
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that the IWW wa s formed to keep industries going , wa s not 
adequately supported . She did not u se documented evidence , 
nor refer to spec i f ic rea son s why she thought thi s  to have 
been true , except for her s tatement that , " By organ i z ing 
industria l ly they are forming the s tructure of the new 
soc iety in th i s  she l l  of the o ld . " Ke l ler d id not appear 
to have uti l i z ed logic a l  proof a s  effec tive ly as she might 
have done in her second point , bec ause of the ab s ence of 
documentat.ion and the need for more support for a l l  her 
c la ims . 
Ke l ler ' s  f inal point appeared to have been an 
attempt to exp l a in why the IWW wa s an important organ i zation 
to soc iety . Kel ler began by explaining that the war wou ld 
end someday , and then , " Capita l i sm wil l  inevitably f ind 
itse l f  face to face with a starving mu ltitude of unemployed 
workers demand ing food or de struc tion of the soc ial order 
that ha s s tarved them and robbed them o f  the ir j ob s . "  
When thi s  occurred , Ke l ler ma intained that , " the c apita l i s t 
c l a s s  cannot s ave itse l f  or its in stitution s . "  When that 
day arr ived , Ke l l er c l a imed that the worker s mu st be 
organ i z ed ,  and only the workers could save what wa s " good 
and bene f ic ient in our c ivi l i zat ion . " She a l so stated 
that then it would be the IWW who wou ld replace capita l i sm 
and the IWW ' s spi r i t  mus t  " animate the l abor movement i f  
it is t o  have a revolutionary function . "  
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Kel ler ' s  f ina l ma in po int appears to have been 
ab sent of logic al proo f . She did not provide any evidence 
to support why she be l ieved that after a war there wou ld be 
mas s  unemployment and s tarving people . Ne ither did she 
provide any documented evidence which led her to c onc lude 
why capita l i sm would cease , nor did she expla�n with 
evidence why it wa s that she bel ieved the IWW and the 
workers would be capabl e  of " carrying on the bus ine s s  o f  
�he world " a f ter capita l i sm cea sed . Ke l ler did not uti l i ze 
logica l proof e f fec tive ly in her f ina l main po int . 
Kel ler made l i ttle attempt at ef fec tive ly u ti l i z ing 
log ical proof in her f inal speech . She made some e f fort 
at of fering evidence through examples , but f a i l ed to 
document the se support s .  
Compos ite Ana lys i s  of 
Logical Proof 
It appears that , in general , Kel ler did not ful ly 
uti l i ze logic a l  proof in her speeche s . In  her f ir s t  speech , 
it appears that on ly one of the two points did inc lude 
logical pro6f . Kel ler did not effec tive ly uti l i ze logi6a� 
proof in her second speech , and she did make a meager 
attempt in her f inal speech at ut i l i z ing evidenc e ,  ye t , it 
wa s l imi ted and undocumented . 
Ethical Proo f 
Ac cording to Thons sen , Ba ird and Braden , e th i c a l  
proof may be de f ined a s : 
the ins trument o f  proof i s  the moral chara c te r  
when the de l ivery o f  the speech is such a s  t o  
produce a n  impre s s ion of the speaker ' s  c red i ­
b i l i ty ;  f o r  we y i e l d  a more c omple te and ready 
credence to per sons of h igh charac ter not on ly 
ordina r i ly and in a general way , but in such 
matters as do not admit of ab solute certa inty 
but nec e s sa r i ly have room for dif ferenc e s  of 1 7  
opinion , without any qua l i f ication whateve r . 
Far purpo se s of th i s  s tudy i ethical proof wa s 
divided into character , the sagac ity and the good wi l l  of 
the speaker .  
Perce ived C haracter 
The perce ived charac ter of a speaker i s  how she 
attempts to mak e he r se l f  appear _ " virtuous . "  The speaker 
may do thi s  by c oncentrating on the fo l lowing : 
1 .  a s soc iate s [ a s soc iating ] e ither hims e l f  or 
his me s sage with what i s  virtuou s and e l evated ; 
2 .  bes tows [ be s towing ] , with propriety , 
tempered pra i se upon h imse l f , h i s  c l ient , and h i s  
cause ; 
3 .  l ink s [ l inking ] the opponent or the 
opponent ' s  cau se with what is not virtuou s ; 
4 . remove s [ removing ] or minimi zes [minimi z ­
ing ] unfavorabl e  impre s s ion s of himse l f  or h i s  
-
causes previous ly e s tab l i shed by h i s  opponent ;  
5 .  re l i e s  [ re lying ] upon author ity der ived 
from h i s  per sona l expe rience ; and 
6 .  creates [ c reat ing ] the impre s s i�n of be ing 
complete ly s inc ere in h i s  undertak ing . 
To evaluate the ef fec t ivene ss of Kel l er in e s tab-
l i shing her character , the fol lowing que s tion wa s a sked : 
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How effec t ively were the charac ter re sources uti l i z ed by 
Kel ler in her speeche s ?  
"A New Light i s  C oming " 
In Kel ler ' s  f ir s t  speech , "A New Light i s  C oming , "  
she made a number o f  attempts to appear s incere and to 
e stabl i sh her c haracter . The f irst attempt wa s made in her 
opening s tatement . She introduced her speech by s ay ing : 
Dear F riends : I c ame here to l i sten , not to 
talk . I have not prepared a speech . But I suppose 
a woman can a lways think of something to s ay . I f  
other sub j ec t s  f a i l , one can ta lk about one se l f . 
In thi s  s ta tement , i t  seems that Kel ler wa s s inc ere 
with the audienc e , by admitting that she had not c ome 
prepared to g ive a speech . She did not try to mi s lead the 
audienc e into think ing that thi s  speech had been prepared , 
and wanted the audience to rea l rze tha t immediate ly . She 
appear s to have e f fective ly conveyed that impre s s ion through 
thi s  pa s sage . 
Kel l e r  may have been attempting to remove any daub� 
that her aud ience may have had about her be ing b l ind and 
deaf , which is apparent in the fol lowing s tatemen t : "We l l , 
I plead gu i l ty to the charge that I am deaf and b l ind , 
though I forget the fact mo s t  of the time . " 
By th is s tatement , Kel ler appears to have been 
hones t and s incere about her bl indne s s  and dea fne s s , and 
it should have left no doubt in anyone ' s  mind that she was 
b l ind and deaf and that concern could now be s e t  a s ide in 
favor of important cons ideration s . I t  a l s o  gave some 
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indication to the audience how she felt abou t her d i sab i l i -
ties . Thi s  i s  e spe c ia l ly apparent in her word s , " 
though I forget the fact most of the time . " 
Next , Ke l le r  seems to have been attempting to 
point out that she wa s speaking that day on " authority " 
obtained f rom her per sona l exper ienc e s . She did thi s  by 
e l aborating on he r knowledge of current i s su e s . She 
emphas i zed her l i terary background by l i s ting the author s 
she had read , inc lud ing H .  G .  We l l s , Charles D a rwin and 
Karl Marx . She al s o  s t re s s ed she had read a number o f  
maga z ine s from nume rou s countrie s and a l so mentioned the 
conversations she o f ten had with her f riend s on current 
i s sue s . I t  was apparent that she wa s we l l - informed on 
the i s sue s . With thi s  knowledge , she had c ome to real i z e  
tha t the workers h a d  been mi streated i n  the United S tate s . 
Through the s e  s tatemen t s , she made both herse l f  and her 
cause appear to be virtuou s . In the fol lowing pa s sage 
Kel ler s ummari zed her right to discu s s  current i s sue s , j ust 
as anyone e l s e had that right . 
At a l l  events , I c la im my right to d i scu s s  them . 
I have the advantage of a mind tra ined to think , 
and that i s  the d i f ferenc e between my se l f  and 
most peop l e , not my b l indne s s  and sight . 
Kel ler did appear to have the authority to speak 
at the conf erence because of her persona l exper ience , and 
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her lengthy exp lanation s demons trated that she wa s aware of 
the current i s sue s and how they a f fec ted the worker s .  
In the next pa s sage , Kel ler may have been trying to 
make the workers seem virtuou s , while at the same time she 
attacked the " opponent . "  
I t  seems to me that they are bl ind indeed who do 
not see that there mus t  be something very wrong 
when the workers - - the men and women who produc e 
the wea l th of the nation- -are i l l  paid , i l l  fed , 
i l l  c lothed , i l l  housed . Deaf indeed are they 
who do not hear the de speration in the vo ice o f  
the peop l e  c ry ing out against crue l poverty and 
soc ial in j us t ic e . 
Ke l ler appeared to have been e f fec tive in her a ttempt to 
make herse l f  virtuous , whi l e  min imi z ing the virtue of her 
opponent . In thi s  l a s t  s tatement it i s  apparent that the 
" opponent " - - " they who do not hear the de spera tion i!l the 
voice of the peop l e " - - i s  not virtuous s ince they a re " deaf " 
to these c rie s of the worker .  Yet , Ke ller ' s  " cau s e , "  the 
workers , do appear virtuous by c laiming that the workers , 
" who produce the wea l th of the nat ion , "  only rec e ive poverty 
in return for the ir service . 
F ina l ly , a s  demon s trated in the next s ta tement , 
Keller may have been attempting to e l ic i t  the impre s s ion 
tha t she wa s compl etely s incere in her undertak ing . The 
pas sage fo llows : " I  have been much inte re sted in what I 
have heard here . I am glad so many of you have your eye s 
open to the que s t ions of the day . " In th i s , Ke l l er s eems 
to be s incere by her admi s s ion that she wa s inte re s ted in 
the happenings at the c onference . The s ta tement appea r s  
to b e  a n  attempt a t  re-empha s i z ing or undersc oring her 
s incerity in her me s sage . Ke l ler wa s probab ly quite 
ef fective in her f i r s t  speech in bui lding her per s ona l 
ethos , and conveying_ the impre s s ion of s inc erity . 
"Menace o f  the Mil itari s t  P rogram "  
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In K e l l e r ' s  second speech , "Menac e of the Mi l i tarist 
Program , . .  Ke l le r  seemed less concerned with bui l d ing her 
pe rsonal e tho s than she did in he� f irst speech . In about 
the midd l e  of Kel le r ' s  speec h , she apparently wa s attempting 
to appear s ince re when she pointed out what a war meant to 
her persona l ly . 
In the fol lowing pa s sage , conc erning the threat of 
a war ,  she sta ted : " I  look upon the wor ld a s  my f a the rland , 
and every war has to me a horror of a fami ly feud- . I 
look upon true patriot i sm a s  the brotherhood o f  man and 
the service of a l l  to a l l . 11 
With thi s  s tatement , Kel ler may have been try ing to 
convey the _ impre s s ion of s incerity in her me s sage . She 
apparently wa s s inc ere about her oppos i tion to a war , and 
at the same time she l inked her opponent ' s  cause with that 
which wa s not virtuous . This wa s e spec ial ly evident in her 
words , " war has to me a horror of a fami ly f eud . " 
As mentioned earl ier , Ke l ler did not spend much 
time building her per s ona l etho s in thi s  speech , and thLs 
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appears to have been her on ly attempt � Thi s  may be because 
by the time th i s  speech wa s given , 1 9 1 5 ; Ke l ler wa s a wel l -
known persona l i ty in not only the United S tate s , but 
throughout the world , a s  we l l .  For these rea s on s , she may 
have found it unnece s sary to spend much time convinc ing the 
aud ience of her credib i l ity .  
"What i s  the IWW ? " 
In Ke l ler ' s  f inal speech , "Wha t is the IWW ? 11 , she 
spent some time e s tab l i shing her charac ter , but a ga in , it 
was not exten s ive . I n  her open ing remark s she appeared to 
be s incere about her cause because she pointed out that 
she felt it wa s nec e s sary to di scu s s  who the IWW wa s ,  and 
she wa s go ing to be the one who would attempt to do thi s . 
In her open ing remark s she stated : 
I am go ing to talk about the IWW becau se they 
are so much in the pub l ic eye right now . They are 
probab ly the mo s t  hated and most loved organ i zation 
in exi s tenc e . C ertainly they are the lea s t  under­
s tood and the mo s t  per s i s tently mi srepre s ented . 
In thi s  s tatement , not only did Ke l ler seem to b e  s incere 
in what she p l anned to talk about , but she may have a l so 
been perce ived a s  hone s t  by po inting out that the IWW wa s 
not an organi zat ion re s pected by everyone . Then in the 
f inal s tatement in thi s  pa s sage , she may have been trying 
to minimi ze any prec onceived negative be l ie f s  about the 
IWW in s tating that they had been the " lea s t  unde r s tood 
and the mos t  pers i s tent ly mi s repre sented . "  Later in her 
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speech , Ke l ler seemed to be more c oncerned with creating a 
favorab le impre s s ion of her cau se , the IWW , than she wa s 
with bu ilding her own e tho s . In one ins tance , she o f fered 
the following expl anation a s  to why the IWW had been 
referred to as the , " scum of the earth " : " I  know they 
never had a f a ir c hance . They have been starved in body 
and mind , " . . By K e l l e r  dec laring that she knew that 
the IWW had never " had a fair chance , "  she may have been 
attempt ing to minimi z e  the un favorab l e  impre s s ions that 
some may have had c oncerning the IWW . 
Later , Kel l er again gave a personal a f f irmation to 
the IWW by empha s i z ing how deeply she cared about them . 
In the fol lowing s tatement she said : " I  love them for 
the ir needs , the ir mi serie s , their endurance and their 
daring spirit . "  I n  thi s  s tatement , she could have been 
trying to build up her cause , the IWW , by u s ing her s e l f  
a s  an " author i ty . "  
The compos i te ana lys i s  of pe rce ived c harac ter . In 
each of Ke.l l er ' s speeche s she seems to have been a ttempting 
to convey the impres s ion that she wa s s inc ere in her 
me s sage s . I t  wa s apparent that Kel ler spent a con s iderab l e  
amount of time i n  her f irst speech building h e r  pe rsona l 
ethos , and it appears to be that she wa s e f fec tive in her 
attempt . She a s soc iated her se l f  with her cause and with 
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her supporting remark s o f  her persona l experience s  she did 
appear s incere and virtuous . 
I t  should be noted again , that in 1 9 1 3 , a l though 
Ke l le r  wa s a we l l -known persona l ity throughout the wor l d , 
she had not been a soc ial i s t  for very long . She became a 
soc ia l i s t  in 1 9 0 9 , and her soc ia l i s t  c onvictions did not 
become pub l ic unt i l  approximately two years later , in 1 9 1 1 . 
Ke l ler may have f e l t  she needed more time to bui l d  her 
personal ethos at thi s  point in her caree r . This point 
i s  further j us t i f ied , s ince by the time Kel l er de l ivered 
the next speech in the study , in 1 9 1 5 , she did not spend 
much time bui ld ing her personal ethos , exc ept for dec laring 
that she was oppo sed to war . In Kel l er ' s  f inal speech ,  
th i s  point c an be further ob served in that a l though Ke l l er 
did spend some time e stab l i shing charac ter , i t  wa s 
primarily c entered around e s tab l i shing her c au s e ' s  virtue s , 
the IWW , rather than her own . 
Perce ived S agac i ty 
S agac i ty re fers to the perceived knowl edge of the 
speaker which make s the speaker more be l ievab l e  to the 
audienc e . The s peaker may e s tab l i sh it through the follow-
ing way s : 
1 .  use s [ us ing ] what i s  popularly c a l l ed c ommon 
sen s e ; 
2 .  ac ts [ ac ting ] with tac t and mode ration ; 
3 .  display s  [ di splaying ] a sense of good tas te , 
4 .  revea l s  [ revea l ing ] a broad fami l iarity wi th 
the intere s t s  of the day ; and 
5 . shows [ showing ] through the way in which he 
handl e s  speech material that he i s
1
�o s se s s ed of 
intel lectua l integrity and wi sdom . 
In order to determine Kel ler ' s  effectivene s s  in 
e s tab l ishing her sagac ity or knowledge , the f o l l owing 
que stion was a sked : How e f fectively did Ke l ler uti l i z e  
her perce ived sagac i ty a s  ethical proo f ? 
"A New Light i s  Coming " 
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In Ke l le r ' s  f ir s t  speech , " A  New L ight i s  Coming , "  
she pre sented s evera l exampl e s  of her own knowledge . She 
began by admitting that she knew many peop l e  had been 
wondering what she knew about the sub j ects . being di scus sed 
at the conferenc e . She accredited thi s  doubting to the 
·-
fact that she was b l ind and deaf . She then went on to give 
a number of rea son s  as to why thi s  had l ittle bearing on 
her knowledge of the i s sue s  dis cus sed at the c on f erenc e . 
F ir s t , she pointed out that a l though she d id not hear the 
discu s s ions about current event s ,  she did rece ive the se 
me s sages , because they we re repeated to her through s ign 
language , and she did not mi s s  much through thi s  proc e s s . 
Kel ler gave add itional evidenc e that she wa s knowledgeable , 
by noting a number o f  writers who se views she had s tudied . 
Thus , it wou ld seem apparent that Kel ler wa s f ami l iar with 
the i s sues of the day and wa s we l l -read . 
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Ke l ler cont inued by referring to current event s .  
She admi tted s he wa s not a lway s " on the spot when th ings 
happen , "  but empha s i z ed that ne ither were mo s t  peop l e . 
With thi s  s tatement ,  she seemed to e stab l ish her knowledge 
by pointing out that she wa s fami l iar with wha t  wa s 
occurring in the wor ld . She appeared to be qui te e f fec tive 
at conveying th i s  impre s s ion to her audience . 
Then Kel l e r  aga in s tre s sed the point that be ing 
dea f  and b l ind did not mean that she c ould not th ink . I n  
the fol lowing pa s sage it seems that she made tha t  point 
quite c l ea r : 
But I have s tudied these profe s s ion s , and I th ink 
I unders tand the ir relation to soc iety . At a l l  
events ,  I c la im my right to di scus s them . I have 
the advantage of a mind trained to think , and 
that is the d i f ference between mys e l f  and mo s t  
peop l e , not my b l indnes s aQd their s ight . 
In the se words Ke l ler tac tfu l ly expla ined tha t her b l ind-
ne s s  did not hinde r her l i f e  style . She appeared to be 
e f f ec tive in conveying th i s  image to the audienc e . In a l l , 
nearly ha l f  o f  Ke l ler ' s  speech wa s devoted to exp l anation s 
concerning · her fami l iaritie s wi th the i s sue s o f  the day . 
· She a l s o  demons trated that she wa s knowledgeab l e  c oncerning 
the sub j ec t s  at the conference , as we l l  as b e ing aware of 
her l i s teners ' mi sconception s that might have ex i sted 
becau se she wa s b l ind and deaf . 
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" r.1e nac e o f  the Mi l itar i s t  P rogram " 
In Ke l le r ' s  second speech , "Menace o f  the Mil itar i s t  
Program , "  she d id n o t  overtly spend muc h  time e s tab l i shing 
her knowledge as personal etho s . She re l ied heavi ly on 
per sona l knowledge as evidence , ye t , she did not e s tab l i sh 
hers e l f  a s  an author ity . She provided no documentation , so 
her audience wa s l e f t  to dec ide if she wa s knowledgeable 
on the sub j ec t  being d i scu s sed . She did , however ,  ref e r  
t o  the ac tions of c ontemporary capita l i s t s , l ike J .  P .  
Morgan and Company , who she be l ieved were supporte r s  of 
the war . By th is , she did demonstrate fami l iarity with the 
current i s sue s . Yet , she did not e s tab l ish her se l f  a s  an 
authority . I t  wa s l e f t  for the audience to determine . 
"What is the IWW? " 
In " What i s  the IWW? " , Kel ler again d id not build 
her knowledge a s  persona l etho s . The evidence pre sented 
in the speech wa s undocumented . She did not e s tab l i s h  her­
s e l f  a s  an authority on the IWW , even though she did rely 
on per sonal knowledge a s  evidence . Kel ler pre s ented some 
historica l  background on the IWW , such as when they 
originated , s ome of the stri�e s  they had been involved in , 
and information on the IWW ' s pr inc ipl e s . But , she did 
not attempt to e s tab l i sh that she wa s an author i ty on the 
IWW , and she did not document the strike ac tivi tie s ,  nor 
c ite where she had obtained informat ion about the IWW ' s  
princ ip l e s . 
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Later , Kel ler re ferred to some recent attacks that 
had been made on the IWW , l ike the lynching o f  F rank L ittl e . 
Perhaps thi s  may have been an attempt to reve a l  that she 
was famil iar with the current ac tivitie s . Kel ler continued 
by discu s s ing the rea s on s  the IWW wa s formed , with s ome 
predic tion s  of wha t  its ro le would be in the future . Again , 
her c l aim re s ted on personal knowledge . 
Compos i te analys i s  o f  perce ived sagac ity .  C on s ider­
ing the criteria e stab l i shed , Ke l l er did appea r  to be 
e f f ective in uti l i z ing her knowledge as e th ic a l  proof in 
her f i r s t  speech , but wa s not so ef fective in the other two 
speeche s . In her f ir s t  speech , she spent a c on s iderab le 
amount o f  time tac tful ly reveal ing tha t she wa s f ami l iar 
with the i s sue s  of the day through her conversations and 
l iterary background . She appeared to be quite e f f ec tive 
in e l ic iting the impre s s ion of being knowl edgeab l e . 
In the next two speeches , Ke l ler did not mak e  use 
of perce ived knowledge . She did not attempt to e stab l i sh 
herse lf a s  an authority in either speech . Nor did · she 
document her evidence in the se speeche s .  She made s ome 
reference in each speech to spec ific events , l ike the s trike 
activitie s ,  which may have been an attempt to reveal that 
she wa s fami l iar with the current events of the day . Yet , 
in both speeche s it was primarily left to the audienc e to 
dec ide i f  she was knowledgeab l e  on the sub j ec t . 
Perce ived Good Wil l  
The speaker ' s  good wi l l  re fer s to the speaker ' s  
convic tion to her c ause . Good wi l l  a l so refers to how 
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truthful the speaker i s  to the audience , and to wha t  extent 
the audience feel s they c an tru s t  her . The good wi l l  of 
the speaker toward the audience may be e stab l i shed in the 
following ways ; if the s peaker : 
1 .  c ature [ capture s ] the proper bal ance 
between too much and too l ittle prai se o f  h i s  
audience ; 
2 .  identi fy [ identifie s ]  hims e l f  properly 
with the hearers and the ir prob lems ; 
3 .  proceed [ proceeds ] with candor and 
s traightforwardnes s , 
4 .  o f f er [ of fe r s ] nece s sary rebukes with 
tac t and c on s ideration ; 
5 .  o f f set [ of f sets ] ariy personal rea son s he 
may have for g iving the speech ; and 
6 .  reveal [ revea l s ] without gui le or 
exhib i tion i sm , h i s  pers�ijable qua l ities as a 
me s s enger o f  the truth . 
To evaluate the speaker ' s  ef forts in e s tabl i shing 
good wi l l , the fol lowing que stion wa s a sked : How e f fect-
ive ly did K e l ler c ommunicate an attitude of tru s t fu lne·s s · 'to 
her audience in each speaking si tuation ? 
" A  New L ight i s  Coming " 
In Ke l l er ' s  f i r s t  speech , "A New L ight i s  Coming , " 
she made severa l ref erences which might have enhanced " good 
wi l l . "  She wa s f rank with the audi ence by exp l a ining to 
them that she had not intended to pre sent a speech at the 
conference . With thi s  admi s s ion , she seemed to have been 
trying to appear s traightforward and truthful with her 
l is teners , and not mi s leading . She pointed out to the 
audience , that a l though she was b l ind and deaf , she wa s 
stil l informed and had the right to speak that day . 
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Later K e l l e r  made an identif ication with her 
audience .  In the f o l l owing pa s sage she reveal ed how she 
had been pos i tive ly a ffec ted by the con ference :  " I  have 
been much inte-res ted in what I have heard here . I am glad 
so many of you have your eye s open to the que s t ion of the 
day . " 
Through thi s  pa s sage , Kel ler appears to have been 
attempt ing to ident i fy with her audience by s aying that she 
was a l s o  interes ted in what had been discu s s e d , and 
of fered prai s e  to those in the audience whos e  " eye s [ were ] 
open to the que s tion s  o f  the day . " 
Later , K e l ler may have enhanced her " good wil l "  
by u s ing the wo rd " we " to identify her s e l f  with her 
l i steners , a s  in the fo l lowing pas sage : "We are marching 
toward a new freedom . We are learning that f reedom is the 
on ly safe condition . "  In her c losing remark s ,  she continued 
to util i z e the word " we " : "We are f inding out what is wrong 
with the world . We are go ing to make it right . We are 
learning that we l ive by each other . "  Through the use of 
the word " we "  and later , the word " our , " Ke l l er mu st have 
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e s tab l ished " good wi l l "  by identify ing with her l i s tene r s . 
She seems to have e f fect ively given the impre s s ion that 
t�ey could tru s t  her because she wa s f i ghting wi th them , 
and they were not a l one . She appeared to have e f f ec t ive ly 
deve lo�ed the attitude of tru s t  by be ing hone s t  and 
straightforward , and by identi fying herse l f  with her 
l i steners and the ir problems . 
" Menace of the Mil i tarist Program " 
I n  "Menace of the Mi l itarist Program , " K e l ler did 
not do much to e s tab l i sh her " good wi l l "  to the audience . 
She did appear to try to e stab l ish her " good wi l l "  by 
s imply be ing s traightforward about her feel ings of war , a s  
i n  the f o l l owing pa s sage : " I  look upon the who l e  worl d  
as my father land , and every war h a s  t o  me a horror o f  a 
family feud . " Thi s  s tatement appeared to e s tab l i sh her 
" good wi l l "  becau s e  it seems to have been an hone s t  and 
s traightforward fee l ing about war . I t  may have been 
impl ied that her audience could tru s t  her becaus e  she a l s o  
had some thing t o  l o s e  i n  a war ,  her " family . "  I n  thi s  
speech , o f  course , Ke l ler d i d  indirectly ident i fy with her 
l i s teners .  A lthough , she did not spend much time in her 
speec h e s tab l i shing her " good wi l l , "  she wa s a soc ia l i s t , 
and that identif ied her with many of her l i s tener s . 
"What i s  the IWW ? " 
In Kel ler ' s  f inal speech , "What i s  the IWW ? " ,  she 
aga in did not make extens ive ef forts to e s tab l i sh her 
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" good wi l l . "  I n  her open ing s tatement she s a id , " I  am 
going to ta lk about the IWW because they are so much in the 
pub l ic eye j us t  now . " At least thi s  was a s traightforward 
s tatement ,  and her audience had some indication a s  to why 
she wa s speak ing that day . 
Ke l ler a l so explained , " Let me tel l  you s omething 
about the IWW a s  I see them . " She went on to s ay tha t  they 
were compri sed o f  unski l led worker s who had s u f f e red a 
variety o f  in j u s tice s  and hardships . This a ttempt may 
have been ine f f ec tive . By pointing out to her audience 
that she wa s going to te l l  them how she saw the IWW , some 
doubt s  c ould have been ra i sed as to whe ther she would be 
unbiased in her expl anation , s ince Kel ler wa s a supporter 
of the IWW . Ke l l e r  may have been ine f fec t ive with thi s  
point s ince h e r  impres s ion o f  the IWW wa s ba s ic a l ly 
pos itive . She might not have been perce ived a s  a 
" me s senger of the tru th . " 
I t  should be noted that Ke l l er did not appea r  to 
have any personal rea sons of ga in for giving th i s  speech , 
other than her re spe c t  for the IWW ' s e f fort s . Thi s may be 
seen in the fol lowing pa s sage : " I  love them f o r  their 
needs , the ir mi serie s , their endurance and the ir daring 
spirit . "  In thi s  s tatement , Ke l ler seemed . to ra i se her 
" good wil l "  by showing that she wa s being truthful , and 
the audience could trust her s ince she had no per s onal 
rea sons for giving thi s  speech . 
Compos ite analysi s  o f  good wi l l . Regarding good 
wi l l , in K e l l e r ' s  f ir s t  speech she did spend s ome time 
e s tabl i shing i t . She was s traightforward about her 
b l indne s s  and dea fne s s , and appeared to have b een 
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ef fec tive in conveying an impre s s ion of trus tfulne s s  to her 
audience . She a l s o  appeared to have ef fec tively identif ied 
with her audience in a number of ways , and so her l is teners 
could trust her s ince she was f ighting along with them . 
In her last two speeches ,  she did not spend much 
time e s tab l is hing her " good wi l l . "  In the sec ond speech 
she made some attempt at identifying with her l i s teners 
·-
and deve l oped an attitude of trus t .  However , she may have 
been mos t  e f fect·ive in e s tab l i shing " good wi l l "  s imply 
because the aud ience knew she was a s ocial i s t . She al ready 
identi fied with many of her l i stener s , s ince many of them 
were soc ial i s ts themse lve s ,  or were sympathetic to the 
cause . I n  Kel ler ' s  l a s t speech , she did not appear to 
e ffec tively e s tab l i sh an attitude of tru s tfulne s s . However ,  
· it i s  not known who wa s in the audience , so we cannot be 
certain as to the ab solute e f f ect on the audience . 
Compo s ite Ana lys i s  o f  
Ethic a l  P roof 
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Ke l l er apparently was quite e f fective in e s tabl i sh-
ing her perce ived c harac ter in a l l  three speeches .  S he 
did spend more time e s tab l i shing her per sona l charac ter 
in her f ir s t  speec h , perhaps because she wa s l e s s-known 
a s  a soc ia l i s t . I n  her f ina l speech , she spent more time 
e stab l i shing her cause ' s  charac ter . Ke l ler wa s a l so more 
e f f ec tive in e stab l i shing perce ived sagac ity in her f irst 
speech than her last two speeche s .  The same wa s true of 
perce ived " good wi l l . "  Kel ler aga in spent more time 
e s tab l i shing an impre s s ion of trustfulne s s  in her f ir s t  
speech , than s h e  did i n  her last two speeche s . 
Emot ional Proof 
Emotiona l proof refers to how the speak e r  adapts 
the speech to the audience . According to Thon s sen , Baird 
and Braden , " .  . emotiona l proof , . . i s  de s igned to 
put the l i s tener in a frame of mind to reac t f avorab ly 
and comfortab ly to the speaker t s  purpo se . " 2 1  
Audienc e Adaptation 
The ba s i c  cons ideration of emotiona l proof i s  
adaptation . Adaptation refers t o  the " ad j u s tment 
to the variab l e s  of human behavior as found in a spec i f ic 
2 2  group of hearers . "  
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In an e f f ort to ana lyze the use of emotion a l  proof 
in Ke l ler ' s  three speeche s , the fol lowing que s t ion s were 
a sked : 
1 .  How e f fec tively did Ke l l er adapt to the d i f ferent 
audience c ondi tions in each of the speaking s i tuation s , 
2 .  How f requently did the speeches uti l i z e 
emotional proof , and 
3 . What forms did the emotiona l proof take ? 
"A New L ight i s  C oming .. 
Al though it wa s not e s tab l ished who made up the 
audience at the S oc iological C onference the day K e l l e r  
del ivered h e r  speec h , it wa s mos t  lik e ly c ompri s ed o f  
supporters o f  the Soc ial i s t  Party o r  tho s e  sympathetic 
to the ir b e l i e f s . 
After K e l l e r ' s  opening remark s ,  she made a number 
o f  supportive referenc e s  to " the workers . "  She wa s 
probab ly ef fective in adapting to her audience with the se 
appe al s , s ince the audience wa s l ikely to have been 
supporters o f  the work ing c la s s . 
K e l l er seems to have tried to prai se the audience , 
a s  we l l  a s  to identify herse l f  with them . She appear s to 
have e f f ec tive ly pra i s ed he r audience by c ongratul ating 
them for the ir understanding of the prob l ems of the worker . 
She did thi s  on a number of occ a s ion s , a s  in the fol lowing 
pa s sage : 
I am glad s o  many of you have your eye s open 
to the que s tion s of the day , and to the great 
change that is taking place in the struc ture of 
soc iety . 
Kel ler continued with thi s  apprai sa l  of her audienc e , and 
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al so identi f ied her s e l f  with her l i s tene r s  and their c ause . 
Examples of thi s were a s  fol lows : "We are f ind ing out 
what is wrong with the world . We are going to make it 
right . "  With statements l ike these , Ke l ler may have 
suc ce s s fu l ly appea led to the aud ience by pointing out that 
many of them had a spec ial in sight on the i s sue s of the 
day , and that both Ke l ler and the audience had the b e s t  
interes t s  o f  the world i n  mind . Kel ler appears to have 
uti l i z ed emotional proo f e ffective ly in the s e  ins tances . 
In Kel l er ' s  f inal words , she wa s e spec i a l ly 
emotional in her l a�guage and her mes sage reached i t s  
dramatic c l imax . S he s tated : 
With our hearts let u s  see , with your hands l e t  
us break every c ha in . Then , indeed , sha l l  we 
know a better and nobler humanity . For the re 
wi l l  be no more s l ave s . Men wi l l  not go on 
s tr ike f or 5 0 c ents more a week . L ittle chi ldren 
wil l not have to s tarve or work in mi l l  and 
fac tory . Mothe rhood wi l l  no longer be a s orrow . 
We sha l l  be " j u s t  one great family of f riends 
and brother s . "  
Keller wa s l ik e ly to have been ef fective in uti l i z ing 
emotional proof in thi s last pa s sage . She pointed out 
that it was l e f t  up to the l i s teners to c hange the ir 
qua l i ty of l i f e , which wa s espec ia l ly evident in the 
words " . l e t  us  break every chain . " She seems to have 
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attempted to make her aud ience see they played an 
important rol e , and that the ir l ive s had purpo se because 
of what wa s go ing to be accompli shed . 
I t  i s  apparent that Kel ler e f f ectively u ti l i zed 
emot iona l proof in her speech , "A New Light is C orning . "  
By what seem to have been attempts at u s ing identi f i c ation 
with , and pra i se of the audience , Ke l ler e f fec t ively u s ed 
emotional proo f . 
"Menace o f  the Mil itar i s t  Program " 
In Ke l l er • s  next speech , "Menace o f  the Mi l i tarist 
Program , " s he aga in re l i ed heavi ly on emotiona l proof 
to convince her l i s teners not to support the prepa redne s s  
program . A s  reported i n  the New York C a l l , Decembe r  2 0 , 
1 9 1 5 , she de l ivered her speec
�
h to an " audience o f  
workers . " 2 3  
I n  her opening s tatements ,  she said it wa s the 
workers who su f fered the mos t  f rom a war . By such a 
referenc e , Ke l le r  wa s apparently try ing to po int out how 
each audienc e member could be adverse ly a f fec ted , on a 
personal leve l , i f  a war was supported . Thi s  wa s probably 
quite e f f ec tive , s inc e a person who has· something to lose 
may be more recept ive to a particular appea l , than i f  it 
were direc ted at someone e l se ' s  lo s s . 
She then continued , by attacking the c apita l i s t  
system ,  c l a iming that : " i t [ the capita l i s t  sy stem ]  has 
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no mora l s  i t  wi l l  not sac r i f ice for ga in . " Thi s  language 
and attack on the capita l i s ts wa s probab ly quite an 
e f fec tive emo tiona l appeal ,  s ince those in the aud ience 
may have a l so had negative fee l ing s about the capita l i s t  
system . 
K e l l er c ontinued her attack on the capita l i s t s  in 
her speec h , by portraying them as supporters of the war . 
In the f o l l owing s tatement , it seems that Ke l l er was 
attempting to make the c apita l i sts appear a s  be ing pro-war : 
" they [ the c apital i s ts ] want armaments because they beget 
war ,  for the se capita l i s t s  want to deve lop new markets for 
the ir hideou s  tra f f ic . "  Again , Kel ler seems to have 
adapted e ffectively to her audience by care fu l ly wording 
her s ta tement so as to identify with the feel ings of the 
.. 
audienc e . The audience probably had negative f ee l ings 
towards the capita l i s t  sys tem , and portraying them a s  
be ing supporters of the war may have inten s i f ied a l ready 
hos t i l e  f ee l ings . 
Fol lowing th is , it seems that Ke l l er attempted to 
appea l to her audience by identi f ication . She apparently 
did thi s  by empha s i z ing that she hated war , and that , " the 
on ly f ighting that saves is the one that he lps the world 
toward l iberty , j us tice and an abundant l i f e  for a l l . " 
Kel l er may have been try ing to identify with the worker s ' 
fee l ings with thi s  statement ,  by pointing out tha t what 
wa s worth f ight ing for wa s an " abundant l ife , " which the 
workers supposedly did not have . 
Throughout the l a s t  ha l f  of her speech , she a l so 
referred to the worker ' s  role in a war . S he was mo s t  
l ike ly e f fec tive i n  adapting t o  the audience by taking 
thi s  approach ,  and u sed a variety of way s  to refer to the 
workers in her . speec h . One way was by empha s i z ing the 
workers ' poor l iving condition s  and how that re lated to 
the threat of a war . One such in s tance where th i s  seemed 
to be e f f ec t ive wa s in the fol lowing pa s sage : 
Nothing i s  gained by the workers from war . They 
suf fer a l l  the miserie s , whi l e  the rul e r s  reap 
the rewa rd s . The i r  wage s are not increa s ed , nor 
the i r  t o i l  made l ighter , nor their homes made more 
comfortabl e . 
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Kel ler may have been hoping that the audience would see 
that not even the worker s '  l iving cond it ion s would improve 
with thei r  partic ipa tion in the war . A war would j us t  
b e  l ike another s trike that produced n o  bene f it s . 
A s  her speech progre s sed , the language became even 
stronger . Her word s s eemed to promote att i tude s  and 
emotion s  which re inforced pos itive feel ing s towards the 
worker ( her audienc e ) , whi l e  sugge s ting negative s entimen t 
towards the capita l i s t s  and a war . Th i s  may be seen in the 
fol lowing pa s s age : 
No conqueror can beat down his wage s  more ruth­
l e s s ly or oppre s s  him more than h i s  own f e l low 
c iti zens of the capita l i s t  world are doing . The 
worker ha s nothing to lose but h i s  chain s , and 
he ha s a world to win . He can win it at one 
strike from a world empire . 
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Apparently Ke l l er e f f ective ly adapted to her audienc e with 
thi s  s trong l anguage . A person who has worked a t  a j ob 
that i s  low-paying and has poor work ing condition s  may 
at some point wi s h  to f ina l ly be rid of " hi s  chains . "  
Thi s  language may symbol i ze the de s ire to " e scape , "  or 
to f ina l ly be independent from the demands o f  a dead- end 
· j ob .  Thi s  may have been e specia l ly true i f  tha t  employee 
had been explo ited at one time . With the prom i s e  o f  
"winning " added t o  Ke l ler ' s  mes sage , she may have been 
trying to show her l i s teners that their l ive s were not 
hope l e s s  at a l l , but there wa s real ly quite a lot in store 
for the workers in the future , a vic tory . 
In Kel l er ' s  c lo s ing �tatements , she again uti l i z ed 
emotiona l proof , thi s  time by ask ing a series o f  
emotional ly-charged que stion s . Thi s seems to have been 
an attempt to induc e her audience to examine the ir own 
l iving condition s and to dec ide what a war woul d  rea l ly 
accomp l i sh for them . She set the mood with an attack on 
the capita l i s t s , a s  seen in the following s tatement : " This 
grea t repub l ic i s  a mockery of freedom a s  long a s  you are 
doomed to dig and sweat to earn a mi serab l e  l iving whi l e  
the ma sters en j oy the fruit of your toi l . "  H e r  s ta tement 
i s  laden with emot iona l language , e spec�a l ly eviden t in 
the phras e s : " mockery of freedom , " " doomed to dig and 
sweat , "  and " mi serab l e  l iving . "  The serie s o f  que s tions 
fo l l owed : 
What have you to f ight for ? National independence ?  
That means the ma s ter ' s  independence . The l aws 
that send you to j ai l  when you demand better l iv ing 
condition s ? . The f lag ? Does it wave over a c oun try 
where you are free and have a home , or does i t  
rather symbo l i z e  a country that meets you with 
c l enched f i s t s  when you s trike for better wages 
and shorter hour s ? Wil l  you f i ght f or your ma s ter ' s  
rel igion which teache s you to obey them even when 
they tel l  you to k i l l  one another ? 
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Kel ler c onc luded her speech with a f ina l que s tion , 
and a plea for the workers to union i z e  and to revo l t . She 
s tated : 
Why don ' t  you make a j unk heap o f  your ma s ter ' s  
re l ig ion , h i s  c ivi l i zation , his Kings and h i s  
cus toms that tend t o  reduce a man to a brute and 
God to a mons te r ? Let there go forth a c larion 
c a l l  for l iberty . Let the workers form one great 
world-wide un ion , and let there be a g l ob e ­
enc irc l ing revo l t  to gain f o r  the workers true 
l iberty and happ ine s s . 
Kel ler may have uti l i zed emotiona l proof in thi s  
f inal appea l .  She may have been attempting to offer her 
l is tener some hope for the future by c l a iming that they 
could change the ir c ondition s by unioni z ing . Perhap s then 
the audience c ould f e e l  that not a l l  wa s l os t , and that 
they might ac tu a l ly play a role in changing the ir l ive s 
and conquering the ir "master . "  Yet , it would be di f f icult 
to determine how e f f ec t ive Ke l l er wa s in the se l a s t  
statements , without further information concern ing the 
audience . Ke l ler ' s  l anguage was b iting , at the leas t . She 
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could have pos s ib ly turned away some audience members with 
the se f inal s ta tement s . For example , the que s t ions 
�eferring to independence and freedom could have pos sibly 
been detrimental .  S ome of the l i steners may have agreed 
that there had been many prob lems for the workers , but 
they may have a l so had s trong pos i tive feel ings about 
America as a democ ratic country . They may have a l so re j ec ted 
the attack on the " ma s te r ' s  rel igion " s ince s ome workers 
probab ly sha red the ir "ma s ter ' s  re l igion , "  by the ir own 
choic e . Yet , under certain conditions , depending on the 
school ' s  phy s ic a l  environment tha t day , the atti tude of 
the audience prior to the speech , and many other factors , 
such l anguage could have been an excel l ent choice for thi s  
audience ,  and the audience may have been ready f o r  Kel ler ' s  
strong commen t s . I f  " the workers " had reached a point of 
hope l e s sne s s  in the ir l ive s , Kel l er ' s  f inal words might 
have been rece ived with overwhe lming approva l . 
Kel ler e f f ec tive ly uti l i zed emotion a l  proof in 
her second speec h . She seemed to have been concerned with 
identifying wha t  might have been the feel ings o f  her 
audienc e . 
"What i s  the IWW ? "  
In Ke l ler ' s  f inal speech , "What i s  the IWW ? " ,  the 
on ly information obtained with regard to the audience wa s 
· d th k c · c · · 1 b 2 4  that it was de l 1vere at e New Yor 1ty 1v1c C u . 
-
Cons idering thi s , the ana lysi s  of emotional proo f mus t  
res t  o n  c erta in a s s umptions s ince it ha s n o t  been 
e s tab l i shed who was in the aud ience . For purpo se s o f  
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thi s  study , it  wa s assumed that the civic c lub was made up 
of a number of c it i z en s  from a variety of backgrounds .  
They may have been supporters of Ke l l er ' s  cause , or they 
may not have been . 
After her open ing statements , Ke l ler gave informa-
tion on when the IWW wa s formed and what its pr inc iple s  
were . Al though she o f fered f actual information such a s : 
" I t [ the IWW ] admits on ly wage-earne rs , and acts on the 
princ iple of indus trial union i sm , " she al so scattered 
b it s  o f  informa tion that had fac tua l  bas i s  but seemed to 
have been worded in a way to create emotional f avorab le-
ne s s  to the IWW . One example is the fol lowing s tatement : 
I t s  battleground i s  the f ield of indu stry . The 
vi s ib l e  expre s s ion of the battle is the s trike , 
the lock-out , the c la sh between employer and 
employed . I t  1 s  a movement of revolt �ga ins t  the 
ignorance , the poverty , the crue l ty that too many 
of us acc ept in b l ind conten t . 
I t  appears that Ke l l er may a l so have been attempting to 
ga in support for the IWW by empha s i z ing that the revo lt 
wa s again s t  th ing s which mo st people ( the audienc e )  usual ly 
want abo l i shed . She may have been effective i f  she had 
ended at that point , but when she added , " . . .  that too -
many of us  acc ept in b l ind content , '' thi s  might have 
of fended s ome l i s teners . 
I t  appea r s .  that Kel ler spent some time try ing to 
c reate a pic ture of the IWW as a beaten and --m i s treated 
�roup , who had on ly been driven to rebel becau s e  o f  the 
in j u stic e s  they had endured . She pointed out tha t  they 
had , " never had a fair chance , "  and that they had been , 
" starved in body and mind , denied , exploite d , d riven l ike 
s lave s from j ob to j ob . " Thi s  may have been an e f f ec tive 
appeal ,  s ince she wa s probab ly attempting to appea l to 
the l i s tener s ' re spec t for equa l i ty , and for a l l  people 
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to b e  treated f a ir ly in the ir working condition s . Y e t , it 
i s  not c erta in that a l l  the l i s tener s  may have b e l ieved 
the IWW workers had been mistreated . The l i s tene rs may 
have had negative preconceived attitude s about the IWW 
which would have made th i s  appeal l e s s  ef fec tive . 
Fol l owing thi s , Kel l er appeared to have been trying 
to appeal to the aud ience ' s  con sc ience . She s e ems to have 
ef fec tive ly done thi s  by f irst c iting a number of violent 
actions that had happened to IWW members , l ik e  the inc ident 
of the deportation of 1 2 0 0  miners from B i sbee . Then Kel ler 
asked her aud i ence i f  they could blame the IWW if they did 
not a lways re spe c t  the law . Her reasoning , ba s ed on 
emotional proo f , f o l lows : 
S o  the IWWs re spec t the law only a s  a soldier 
re spec t s  an enemy ! Can you f ind it in your 
heart s to b l ame them ? I love them for the ir 
needs , the ir mi serie s , their endurance and the ir 
dar ing spirit . . . I t  is because of thi s  spirit that 
the mas ter c l a s s  fears and hates them . I t  i s  
because of thi s  spirit that the poor and 
oppre s sed love them with a great love . 
Th i s  may have been Ke l le r ' s  stronges t  and mos t  e f f ec tive 
emotive appeal . Many IWW members had been mi s trea ted . 
Keller may have ga ined support for the IWW , s inc e the 
l i stener s  might have agreed with the IWW ' s  j us t i f ic ation 
for the ir o ften mil itant ac tion s  because o f  the se 
autroc i ties . Also when Kel ler pointed out tha t  she loved 
them for the ir " endurance and the ir daring spirit , "  she 
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appears to have been attempting to appea l  to the l i s teners ' 
re spec t for such qua l i ti e s , which apparently IWW members 
pos se s s ed . Yet , such an appeal could . have been ine f fective 
i f  audience members could not see violence j us t i f ied under 
any circumstance . 
I n  the f inal portion of the speech , K e l l er 
concentrated on economic intere s t s , and the I WW ' s  role 
in the economy . She a sked her audience : " N ow ; don ' t  you 
see , it is impo ss ible to ma inta in an economic o rder that 
keeps wages practic a l ly at 
·
a s tand s til l ,  wh i l e  the c o s t  
of l iving mounts higher and even highe r ? " 
In wha t seemed to be an a ttempt to identi fy her 
l i steners with the sub j ect she wa s  discu s s ing ,  K e l ler 
pointed out that the war would someday end , and then 
" capita li sm " would discover it wou l d  have to dea l  with 
a starving ,  multitude o f  unemp loyed work ers demandin
g food 
or de s truc tion o f  the soc ial order that has s ta+ved them 
and robbed them of the ir j obs . 
I n  Ke l l er ' s  conc lus ion , she pointed out tha t  the 
" capita l i s t  c l as s " would not be ab le to save itse l f  " in 
such a c ri s i s . "  She warned that if the workers were not 
organi zed when that happened , " .  they may ea s i ly 
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become a b l ind force o f  des truc tion , unabl e  to check the ir 
own momentum , their c ry for j us tice drowned in a howl of 
rage . " Ke l l er may have attempted to iden t i fy thi s  
situation direc t ly to her l i s teners . I f  and when 
capita l i sm fa i l ed , the audience members should a l s o  be 
prepared for that day . I t  i s  unc lear i f  such an appeal 
would have been e f f ective to the New York C ity C ivic C l ub .  
I t  i s  not c ertain a s  to how many people bel ieved that " a  
c r i s i s " l ike Kel ler de scribed wa s rea l ly eviden t . 
I t  i s  not pos s ib le to make any accurate analys i s  
o f  how e f f ec t ive ly Ke l ler uti l i z ed emotion a l  proof , s ince 
so l ittl e  is known about her audience . S ome a s sumption s , 
however , have been made . I t  appears that Kel l e r  may have 
tried to be frank wi th her audience , and may have tried to 
ga in support for her cause by po inting out tha t  the IWW 
wa s s triving for equa l ity and se l f -preservation ; tho se 
th ings wh ich her l i s teners might a l so hope for in l ife . 
Her most e f fective appea l  might have been when she mentioned 
the sen s e l e s s  acts that had been committed aga in s t  IWW 
members . Perhaps some people could j us t i fy the IWW ' s 
mil itant ac tivitie s cons idering they had been treated so 
.
unj us tly . 
Compos ite Ana lys i s  of 
Emotional P roof 
I n  a l l  three speeche s , it  appea r s  tha t  K e l ler 
rel ied heav i ly on emotional appeal s  and wa s apparent ly 
qu ite e f f ec t ive in the use of patho s . 
Arrangement 
Arrangement refers to the s truc ture of oral d i s -
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course . According to Thons sen , Baird and B raden , arrange-
ment or di spo s tion , invo lve s the " se lection , orderly 
arrangement , and proportion ing o f  the parts o f  an 
addre s s . "
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When the cr itic eva luate s the a rrangemen t  o f  a 
particular speech , two things shou ld be con s idered . 
Firs t ,  the speech should be analy z ed for a ba s i s  o f  its 
cons truc tion and how the parts o f  the speech f i t  together . 
Second , the organ i zation o f  the speech shou l d  be ana lyzed 
t h . d t d t ' t  d '  2 6  a s  o ow 1 t  wa s a a p  e o 1 s au 1ence . 
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Thematic Emergence 
The emergenc e of a centra l theme or prop o s i tion i s  
referred t o  a s  the thematic emergence .  The speech should 
conta in a c learly determined s tatement o f  the purpo se or 
the s i s .
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To determine the e f f ec tivenes s  o f  the the s i s  in 
each of Kel l er ' s  speeche s , the fol lowing que s t i on wa s 
asked : How c learly did the centra l theme emerge in each 
of the three speeche s ?  
" A  New Light is C orning " 
Kel ler began her speech with an admi s s ion to the 
audience that she had not prepared a speec h , but would 
probab ly think o f  s omething to say anyway . F o l l owing th i s , 
Kel ler spent a con s iderab l e  �mount of time expl a in ing why 
she had a right to speak at the conferenc e , · and why she 
had a spec ial ins ight on the i s sue s of the day , e spec ia l ly 
with the prob l ems of the worker s .  Then K e l ler spen t the 
re s t  of her time speaking about " the great change " that 
wa s occurr ing , and " the new l ight " that wa s c oming . The 
central theme wa s not provided in one statemen t  of purpo se . 
I t  appears that the purpo se of her speech wa s two- fold ; 
f irst , it wa s to convince the audienc e that she wa s capabl e  
of unders tanding the conditions of the worker s .  Th i s . 
point wa s evident in s tatements l ike the one which fol lows : 
To be sure , I have never been a capta in o f  
industry , o r  a soldier , o r  a strikebreaker . 
But I have studied these profe s s ions , and I 
th ink I under s tand their re lation to soc iety . 
At a l l  events , I c l aim my right to di scu s s  
them . 
In the second hal f  of the speech , Ke l l er appears 
to have wanted to rai s e  the hopes of her l i s tene r s  by 
emphas i z ing that the ir l ives would be improving because 
of " the change " that was occurring . Thi s  wa s the second 
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purpo se o f  her speech . A s tatement typical o f  thi s  s egment 
of the speech f o l lows : " I  am glad so many of you have 
your eye s open to the ques tion of the day , and to the great 
change that is tak ing plac e  in the s truc ture of s oc iety . " 
Al though Kel ler ' s  purpose for speaking appears to 
have been two- fold , it  wa s difficul t  to de termine s ince she 
did not indicate the purpo se or the s i s  in one c lear s ta te-
ment . 
"A Menace of the Mi l i tari s t  Program " 
The purpose in the second speech appe ars to have 
been that a war woul d  be unde s irab l e  s ince the workers would 
be those with the mo s t  to lose , and thus , the worker s should 
oppose any attempts ;  l ike the preparedne s s  program , which 
supported a war . Aga in , the the s i s  wa s not provided in a 
c learly-worded s tatement . I n  the opening , Kel l er did 
dec lare that " the burden of war always fa l l s  heavie s t  on 
the to i l er s . "  Yet , thi s  statement did not enc ompa s s  the 
entire purpo se of the speech . Af ter thi s , she went on to 
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d i scu s s  the fut i l ity o f  war ,  and explained how a war wa s 
moral ly wrong . Throughout the speech , she held to the 
pas ic theme that a war would be mo s t  detrimental to the 
workers ,  yet , she did not offer a c l early- s tated the s i s  in 
her speech . 
"What i s  the IWW ? " 
In Ke l l e r ' s  l a s t  speech , her general purpose wa s 
to discu s s  the IWW . She s ta ted in the f ir s t  sentence of 
her speech : " I  am going to ta lk about the IWW b ecause they 
are so much in the publ ic eye j ust now . " Again , i t  wa s 
d i f f icu l t  to pick out a c l early- stated the s i s , yet , a s  
indic ated in thi s sentence , she did talk about the IWW , 
the ir origin s , and the unfair pub l ic ity they had rece ived . 
F ina l ly , she j u s t i f ied their exi s tence a s  a vita l organ i za­
tion in soc iety . 
Method of D ivi s ion and Arrangemen t 
According to Thons sen , Baird and B raden , methods of 
organ i z a tion refers to the " cho ice of a princ ip le by mean s 
of which the materia l s  of a speech are divided . "  They 
offer four method s o f  organ i z ing materia l s . The se are : 
h i s torica l , di stributive ,  logical , and p sycho l ogic a 1 . 2 8  
"A New Light i s  C oming "  
In the f i r s t  speech , Ke l ler used the top ic a l  me thod 
of organ i z at ion . The first ma in point began : " Ever s ince 
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I c ame here , peop l e  have been a sk ing my friend s how I can 
have f irs t-hand knowl edge of the sub j ects you are d i scus s­
_ing . " She continued thi s  point with an explanation of why 
she cou ld speak with authority at the conference . 
The second point in her . speech wa s concentrated on 
rai s ing the spirits o f  her audience by convinc ing them that 
a change in the qua l i ty of the ir l ive s was c orning . I n  
thi s  po int she d i scus s ed the new l i f e  peop l e  would have 
when the se changes were made . 
The organ i za t iona l pattern of the speech wa s 
topic a l , wh ich seems an appropriate choice for the speech , 
s ince she f ir s t  wanted to explain her cred ib i l ity a s  a 
speaker , and then di scu s s  the improved qua l ity o f  l ife 
for everyone . 
"Menace o f  the Mi l i ta r i s t  Program " 
I n  Ke l l er ' s  second speech , she aga in u s ed the 
topical order of organ i zation . In the introduc tion , she 
exp lained that war left the mo s t  harmful e f fects on the 
workers . · Then in the re s t  of her speech she d i scus sed 
various a spec ts o f  war e spec ial ly harmful for the work ers . 
Under the f i r s t  ma in point , Ke l ler talked about the 
capita l i st s ' gains from a war . She began thi s  point by 
s tating : " The only moral virtue o f  war i s  that i t  compe ls 
the capita l i s t  sys tem to look . itse l f  in the face and admit 
it is  a fraud . " She mainta ined that everything in a war 
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wa s sacrif iced for thi s  " gain . " She then mentioned the 
" c apital i s t ' s  rea son s " for wanting a war . 
In the second point , she talked about the proposed 
preparedne s s  plan . Thi s  point was obscure , and it wa s 
d i f f icul t  to de termine i f  she was a lway s referring to the 
preparedne s s  p l an , s ince she occa s iona l ly d iverged f rom 
the point . The second main point began a s  fol l ows : " I  
look upon the whol e  world a s  my fatherland , and every war 
\ 
has to be a horror of a fami ly feud . " Ke l ler b egan by 
talk ing about war · a s be ing wrong , s ince the entire world 
was one fami ly . Then Kel ler s trayed f rom the point , 
brie f ly comment ing that peace should be s ought and not 
war : " . the s tate should govern every department o f  
indu s try , hea l th and education i n  such a way a s  t o  ma intain 
the bodies and minds of the people in soundne s s  and 
e f f ic iency . "  K e l ler then went back to di scus s ing that 
workers are harmed by a war , and thus , shoul d  be oppo sed to 
a preparedne s s  program . 
The speaker conc luded with a serie s o f  que s tion s , 
loose ly summari z ing what it wa s that the workers wou ld be 
fight ing for in the event of war . 
The organi zationa l pattern cho s en appears to have 
been appropriate i f  Ke l ler wanted to d i sc u s s the l o s se s  
from a war and the proposed preparedne s s  plan . Yet , it  wa s 
d i f f icult to fol low her second point s ince it s trayed 
from the topic of the propo sed preparedne s s  program . 
"What i s  the IWW ? " 
The f inal speech was a l s o  topicaly organ i zed . In 
.the f i r s t  main po int , Ke l ler discus sed the origins of the 
IWW , some of the ir strike ac tivitie s ,  the concept of the 
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IWW a s  a uni on , and the IWW ' s  principles . The f ir s t  state-
ment o f  th i s  point wa s : " The IWW i s  a labor uni on ba sed 
on the c l a s s  struggl e . " 
In the second ma in point , Ke l ler c la imed the IWW 
had rece ived unfair pub l ic ity . She a l s o  attempted to 
j ustify the IWW ' s  ac tion s  by introduc ing the point wi th 
the s tatement , " Let me te l l  you something about the IWWs 
as I see them . " 
The f inal ma in point concerned the " purpo s e " of 
the IWW , which Kel ler said would be rea l i zed when capital i sm 
fai l ed . She began : "Now ,  don ' t  you see , Lt i s  impo s s ible 
to ma intain an economic order that keeps wages prac tical ly 
at a s tand s t i l l , whi l e  the cost of l iving mount s  h igher and 
even higher ? "  Aga in the topical organ i z a tiona l pattern 
seems to have been an appropriate choice for enumerating 
charac ter i s tic s of the IWW . The f irst point , however , was 
devel oped chronologica l ly . 
Compos ite ana ly s i s  of the method 
of organ i z ation 
I n  each o f  Ke l ler ' s  speeche s she used the top ic al 
method of organ i zation , wh ich appears to have been an 
appropriate choice . 
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Devel opment o f  the Speech 
Thon s sen , Ba ird and Braden stated that the devel op-
�ent of the speech refers to the order in which the parts 
are organ i z ed . The c l arity o f  the ma in points o f  the 
speech is important in creating the de s ired respon s e  from 
th d .  
2 9  e au .:tence . 
To eva luate the e f fectivene s s  of the body o f  the 
speech , the f o l l owing que s tion wa s asked : How c lear were 
the tran s itions and the main po ints in each of K e l ler ' s  three 
speeche s ?  
"A New Light i s  Coming " 
In K e l ler ' s  f i rst speech , it wa s d i f f i c u l t  to 
de termine the ma in points , probab ly bec aus e  o f  the ab sence 
of tran s�tion s . I t  wa s unl ikely that Ke l ler had an out l ine 
prepared prior to pre senting her spe�ch , as she even 
indicated thi s  in her introduc tory remark s : 
Dear F r iend s : I came here to l i s ten , not to 
talk . I have not prepared a speech . But I 
suppose a woman can alway s think of some th ing to 
say . I f  other sub j ects fai l , one can ta lk about 
her sel f .  
Immediate ly after her introduc tion , she began to 
e s tab l i sh her s e l f  as an authority , wi th a right to speak at 
the conferenc e . No the s i s  wa s of fered , and no direc tion 
wa s ind icated in her f irst point . 
When she began her second ma in
.
point , aga in she 
gave no indication of the direction she intended to go with 
this po int . She s imply began d i scu s s ing the change that 
was corning for the workers . 
She did not summa r i z e  her points . She completed 
the speech with encouraging words that " a  new l ight i s  
coming , "  and a b e tter qua l ity of l ife i s  in s tore for 
everyone . 
"Menance o f  the Mi l i tar i s t  Program " 
99 
I n  the s econd 5peech , the tran s i tion s  and ma in 
points were not immediately c lear . Ke l le r  began by c ommen t­
ing that war h i t  harde s t  on the workers . No overview wa s 
of fered , and a the s i s  did not exi st in a c learly-de termined 
s tatement .  
I n  the f i r s t  main point she ta lked about the 
capital i s t s ' garns f rom a war . The point wa s not intro­
duced , and she did not verbally ind icate where her s econd 
ma in point began . I n  the second ma in point , she brie f ly 
covered a number of  c oncepts centered around the concept of 
a preparednes s �rogram . First , she ment ioned that there 
should not be any f ighting . She then moved on to say that 
the people should be prepared to withs tand what she referred 
to as " the demand to fight for a perpe tuation of i ts own 
s l avery a t  the b idding of a tyrant . "  She f in i shed by going 
back to s ay that nothing would be gained from a war for 
the worke r s . 
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Ke l l er summari z ed her main points , i n  a way , by 
asking a series of que s t ion s . I t  was a l oo s e  review of 
what the workers would lose from a war . The f inal remark s 
were , l ike in her f i rs t  speech , words o f  encouragement and 
ac t ion directed to the l i stener . 
"What i s  the IWW ? "  
K e l ler d i scussed the IWW in her f inal speech , but 
again the the s i s  was not presented in one s entenc e . In 
the introduction she provided some indication o f  the 
direction her speech would take , saying that she was go ing 
to be d i scus s ing the IWW . Yet , thi s  was not spec i f ic . 
Her f ir st point provided b a s ic information about 
the IWW , yet , she did not state the . point , nor g ive the 
l i stener any idea where she wa s go ing wi th the re s t  of her 
speech . 
Her second point did give the aud i ence s ome idea 
of what woul d  be d i scus sed by stating : " Le t  me tel l  you 
something about the IWWs as I see them . " Th i s  s ta tement 
wa s not a l l  conc lus ive , yet , it l ed into the s econd point 
which wa s a d i scus s ion of Ke l ler ' s  interpretation of the 
unfair pub l ic i ty the IWW had rece ived . 
The l a st point wa s more d i f f icult to determine , 
but Kel ler talked about the IWW ' s  purpose when capita l i sm 
fai led . She aga in did not introduce thi s  point . She 
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conc luded her ent ire speech by conc lud in� th i s  f inal main 
point . 
Compos i te Analys i s  of 
Arrangement 
In each o f  Kel l er ' s  speche s i t  wa s dif f ic u l t  to 
determine the ma in point s , primarily becaus e  o f  the lack 
of  tran s ition s . She conc luded a l l  her speeche s with 
spirited words of encouragement re lated to the topic of 
each speech . 
Style 
S ty l e  re fers to the way a speaker verba l ly expre s se s  
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her thoughts .  S tyle i s  u sua l ly examined in terms of the 
fol lowing qua l i t i e s  o f  s tyle : correctne s s , c learne s s , 
appropr iatene s s , and embe l l i.shment .  
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S ince the texts of  Kel ler ' s  spe eche s were l ikely 
to have been ed ited , thi s  l imited the ana ly s i s  o f  some 
e l ements o f  s tyle . 
C orrectne s s  
According t o  the criteria used , " corre c tne s s  refers 
chie fly to word cho ic e  or usage . "  Correctne s s  involve s 
h . h b t d f t '  1 ' t  . 3 2  c oos 1ng t e e s  war or a par 1cu ar s 1  uat 1on . In 
the text , Speech Critic i sm ,  the fol lowing cr iteria wa s 
of fered by whi c h  correctnes s  may be analy z ed . The se were : 
1 .  proper u se of connecting word s ; 
2 .  u se of spec i f ic rather than genera l word s  
f o r  thing s ; 
3 .  avo idance o f  ambiguity ; 
4 . accurate c l a s s if ication of noun s a s  to 
gender ; and 
5 . . co33ec t expres s ion of plural i ty , f ewne s s , 
and un1 ty . 
The que s t ion a sked in an effort to ana l y ze the 
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e f f ec tivene s s  o f  the use o f  correctne s s  in s ty l e  wa s :  How 
ef fective was the choice and usage of words in Kel ler ' s  
speeches ? 
11A New L ight i s  C oming" 
In Ke l ler ' s  f ir s t  speech , she tended to use general 
word s , rather than spec i f ic words , which added to the 
amb iguity of what she apparently wa s attempting to say . 
S evera l examp l e s  o f  Kel ler ' s  use of genera l words were a s  
fol l ows : " I  am g l ad so many of you have your eye s open to 
the que s tion s  o f  the day , and to the great change that i s  
tak ing place � n  the struc ture o f  soc iety . "  I t  i s  unc lear 
in thi s  pas sage prec i s e ly what she meant by " the great 
change " and even the " s truc.ture of soc iety . "  Ke l l er wa s 
not spec i f ic enough in her wording to avo id be ing amb iguous . 
Later she c ontinued : 
The change wi l l  take place whether we unders tand 
or not . . We are marching toward a new 
f reedom . A new l ight i s  coming to mi l l i ons 
who l ooked for l ight and found darkne s s , a l i fe 
to them who l ooked for the grave , and were 
bi tter in spirit . 
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Kel ler referred to " the change " throughout thi s speech , bu t 
never de f ined what was the change . Ke l l er frequen tly u sed 
. phras e s  l ike , " a  new freedom , " " a  new l ight , "  and " b itter 
in spirit , "  whi c h  were vague and unc lear . 
As for Kel ler ' s  proper use of grammar , expre s s ion 
of plura l ity and accurate c l a s s i f ication o f  noun s , i f  there 
had been any errors in these elements in the original text , 
they were not f ound in the pre sent texts , perhaps due to 
editing . 
"Menace of the Mil ita r i s t  Program " 
In th i s  second addre s s , Ke l ler ' s  s ty l e  wa s con-
s i s tent wi th the f ir s t  speech , becau se she f requently used 
general words rather than spec i f ic wording . S ome examples 
of Ke l le r ' s  u se o f  genera l word s fol lows : 
Through a l l  the age s they have been robbed of the 
j us t  reward of the ir patriot i sm as they have been 
of the j u s t  reward of their labor . . . I t  [ the 
capita l i s t  sys tem ]  ha s no mora l s  it wi l l  not 
s ac r i f ic e  for gain . . . . I l ook upon true 
patrioti sm as the brotherhood of man and the 
servic e of a l l  to a l l . . . . The worker ha s 
noth ing to lose but his chain s , and he has a world 
to win . . Th i s  great repub l ic i s  a mockery of 
freedom , . 
Ke l ler did not seem to be concerned with u s ing words to 
avoid amb igui ty . Thi s  wa s e spec ial ly appare n t  in the 
phra se s ,  " j u s t  reward of their patrioti sm , " " j u s t  reward 
of the ir labor , "  " true patrioti sm , "  a�d " nothing to lose 
but his cha ins . "  K e l ler wa s not spec i f ic in exp l a in ing 
exac tly what it wa s that she wa s referring to in each of 
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the se c a s e s . A s  in the f irst speech , there wa s no rema in-
ing improper u s e  of grammar and no improper u s e  o f  p lura l s . 
The text probab ly would have been changed i f  there had been 
errors in the origina l . The only error Ke l l er s eemed to 
have with regard to correctnes s  wa s with the u s e  of general 
rather than preci se wording . 
" What i s  the IWW ? "  
In K e l ler ' · s f inal speech , she aga in favored the use 
of genera l wording over exac t wording , yet , i t  wa s not as 
frequent as in her other two speeches . As  f o l l ows are a few 
examp l e s  o f  thi s  general wording : 
Thus they [ the IWW ] f ind themselve s  p i tted agains t  
the who le prof it-mak ing system . . . . They [ the 
IWW ] know that the laws are for the s trong , that 
they protect the c l a s s  that own s everything . .  
By organ i z ing indu s tria l �y they are forming the · 
s truc ture o f  the new soc iety in the s he l l  o f  the 
old . 
Ke l ler u s ed unde f ined phra ses whiqh were too general to 
determine what exact ly it wa s that she was ref erring to , 
such a s ; " prof it-mak ing sy stem , " " the new s oc iety , " and 
" she l l  of the o ld . " When she used wording l ike : " laws are 
for the s trong " it wa s unc lear as to which law s , and who 
" the s trong " inc luded . Also , u s ing phra s e s  l ike : " the 
c l a s s  that own s everything , "  made it d i f f icul t to determine 
who belonged to " the c la s s "  and what exac tly enc ompa s sed 
" everyth ing . "  
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Ke l ler ' s  f inal text did not inc lude any grammatical 
error s and aga in , the text probab ly would have been c orrec ted 
from the origina l . 
Compos ite Ana lys i s  o f  
Correc tne s s  
In a l l three speeche s ,  Ke l l er ' s  l eve l of correc tne s s  
i n  style fol l owed the same pattern . I t  wa s d i f f ic u l t  to 
determine what she wa s referring to s inc e her wording wa s 
of ten too genera l . I t  was not determined i f  th i s  wa s a 
de l iberate attempt to be amb iguou s ,  or i f  she wa s j u st not 
prec i se in wha t  �he was · sa�ing . As for the other qua l ities 
inc luding : c orrect grammar , accurate c la s s i f ication o f  
nouns and corre c t  expres s ion of plura l i ty , thes e  e l ements 
could not be analy zed , s ince the texts had probab ly been 
edi ted be f ore pub l ication . 
C l earness  
C learne s s  i s  c losely related to correc tne s s  and 
a l s o  dea l s  with the choice of words and to the ir arrange-
rnent . C learne s s  is being ea s i ly under s tood , and involve s 
the avo idance o f  ambiguity in the me s sage . 
According to George Campbe l l , who s e  work , 
Phi l o sophy o f  Rhe tor ic , i s  de scribed by Thon s sen , Ba ird and 
Braden , " one of the mos t  deta iled treatments o f  word 
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choice and u sage , '' there are three Violation s aga in s t  
c larity . The s e  a r e  a s  fol l ows : 
1 .  Obsurity--wh ich may re sul t  because o f  
" faulty arrangement o f  word s , "  . . " c ompl icated 
sentence s tructure , use of technical words , "  and 
the use o f  " extremely long sentence s . "  
2 .  Doub le mean ing s--the use of " var ied and 
variou s interpre tation s "  of the meaning s . of word s ; 
and 
3 .  F a i lure of the speaker to convey meaning .
3 5  
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To determine the c l arity o f  Ke l ler ' s  speeche s , the 
fol lowing que s tion was asked : How c learly did K e l ler 
expre s s  her ideas in each of her speeche s ?  
" A  New L ight i s  C oming" 
In Kel l e r ' s  f ir s t  speech , she d id not seem to 
ob scure mean ing through the use o f  techn ic a l  terms or 
comp l icated sentenc e structure , nor did she u s e  extreme ly 
long sentenc e s  in her speech . In Kel l er ' s  speec h , there 
were f i fty- three sentenc e s , and a total of seven hundred 
seventy word s . I f
.
there was any fai lure in K e l ler ' s  attempt 
to convey c learne s s  in mean ing , it was in her u s e  of words 
and phra s e s  which had pos s ible doubl e  mean ing s or various 
interpretation s . For example , throughout the speech , 
Ke l ler re ferred to " the change " that was com ing , but never 
c learly de f ined what she meant by it . S he a l so ta lked 
about how the " new l ight i s  coming , "  and that , " we [ the 
aud ienc e ] are part of th is l ight . " What exac t ly she meant 
by the " l ight " wa s unc lear , and may have been interpreted 
in a number of ways . 
A l s o , Ke l ler ' s  extens ive use of c onnotative word s 
l ike , " freedom , " " democ racy " and " soc ial inj u s tice " led 
1 0 7  
to amb igu i ty s ince they could be interpreted in a variety 
o f  ways . 
"Menace of the Mil itarist Program " 
Ke l ler some t ime s used compl icated sen tence s truc ture 
in her second speech , which seemed to a l ter her ab i l i ty to 
be e a s i ly under stood . One ins tance when thi s  occurred wa s 
in the fol l owing statement :  " Then , the nation w il l  be 
prepared to with stand the demand to f ight for a perpetuation 
of its own s l avery at the b idding of a tyran t . "  The 
sentence a lmo s t  need s  to be read more than once , and s lowly , 
to under s tand the me s sage . I t  could have b een s tated in a 
simpler fa shion . 
Ke l ler did not ob scure the meaning through the use 
o f  techn ica l  word s , nor did _ she do thi s  by u s ing extreme ly 
long sentence s .  There we re th irty- seven sentenc e s , and 
seven hundred and n ine words in Ke l ler ' s  second addre s s . 
K e l ler did u s e  general terms in her second speech 
without de f ining them . Thi s  added to the pos s ib i l i ty of 
variou s · interpretation s of the me s sage . Examp l e s  o f  thi s  
were in the words and phra s e s : " j ust reward s o f  the ir 
patrioti sm , " " the s anctity of a home , "  " l iberty , j u s tice 
and an abundant l i fe for a l l , " and " fruit of you r  toil . "  
Each o f  the se phra s e s  could be interpreted in a number of 
ways , and were not c l early de t ined with in the speech . 
Other examp l e s  of amb iguous wording inc luded : " the state , " 
" the ma s ter ' s  re l i gion , " and even " the workers . "  None 
of the se were ever de f ined in the speech . 
"What i s  the IWW? "  
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Again , in thi s  f inal speech , when K e l l e r  wa s not 
eas i ly under stood , i t  was in her use of words that had many 
interpreta tion s . She did not , however , u s e  techn i c a l  
language which some time s ob scures the me s sage . Ne ither did 
she uti l i ze c ompl icated sentence struc ture or extreme ly 
l ong sentence s , both of which could lend to the ob scurity 
of the me s sage . 
Many o f  K e l ler ' s  words could have been interpreted 
in a number of way s . Some phra ses were u s ed whi c h  did not 
appear to make s en s e , as in the fol lowing use of the phra s e , 
" in b l ind con tent " :  " I t is  a movement o f  revol t  aga inst 
the ignoranc e , the poverty , the crue l ty that too many of us  
accept in b l ind content . "  What i s  " b l ind con tent " and 
how can it be interpreted ? It is not c lear . 
Aga in Kel ler used phra ses wh ich d id not spec i f ic a l ly 
infer who she wa s referring to , a s : " unity among the 
mas se s , "  " ec onomic ma s ters , "  "ma s ter c la s s , "  " the workers , "  
and " the c ap i ta l i s t  c la s s . "  She wa s not spec i f ic in 
de f in ing exac tly who were inc luded in each o f  these groups . 
An examp le of Kel ler ' s  use of phras e s  that could 
have had various interpretations , in her c lo s ing s tatement , 
are a s  f o l l ows : · ' 
In such a cri s i s  the capita l i s t  c l a s s  cannot 
save itse l f  or its in stitutions . I t s  po l ic e  and 
armie s  wi l l  be powerless  to put down the l a s t  
revo l t . F o r  man at la s t  wil l  take h i s  own , not 
con s idering the cost . 
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First , s he d id not def ine who belonged to the " c ap i ta l i s t  
c la s s " and what i t s  " in st itution s " were . Nor , d i d  she make 
it c lear why th i s  c la s s  had its own pol ice and army . The 
f inal s tatement cou l d  be interpreted in var ious ways , or 
it could have had no meaning at a l l  to the l i s tener . 
Compos ite Ana ly s i s  o f  
C l earnes s .  
As in c orrec tn e s s  of style , Ke l ler s eemed to f a l l  
short i n  choos ing words t o  avoid ambigu i ty . I n  a l l  three 
speeches , she uti l i zed words and phras e s  that could be 
interpreted in numerou s ways .. In none o f  the speeches 
.. 
did she u s e  technical language . In her s ec ond speech , 
there wa s s ome use o f  compl icated sentence s truc ture . Kel ler 
did not use extremely long sentence s  in any o f  her speeche s . 
Appropriatene s s  
· Accord ing t o  Thon s sen , Baird and Braden , appropriate-
ne s s  i s  the adaptation of the style to a particular aud ience 
s i tuation . Language should be " appropr iate to the sub j ect , "  
which mean s it " should be cons i s tent to the nature of the 
addre s s . " S tyle shou ld a l s o  " be appropriate to the type 
of oratory used , and to the particu lar aud ienc e addre s sed . "  
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Also , s tyle should b e  con s i s tent with the speaker h imsel f . 
In other word s , it should he lp to revea l the cha rac ter of 
the speaker ; it shou ld not seem to c l ash with h i s  
1 .  3 6 persona � ty .  
To evaluate the appropriatene s s  o f  the l anguage 
in each of K e l ler ' s  speeches , the following que s t i on wa s 
a sked : How e f f ec tive ly was the language adapted to the 
s i tuation and to the audience ? 
"A New L ight i s  Coming" 
Ke l ler appeared to have used language that wa s 
adapted to the s ituation and to the audienc e , the soc iolog-
ic a l  conferenc e , in her f ir s t  speech . Throughout her 
speech , she used common language to expre s s  her thoughts .  
In her open i�g remark s ,  sh� appeared to have b een a ttempt-
ing to be hon e s t  with her audience by admitting that she 
had not prepared a speech that day , as f o l low s : 
Friends· : I c ame here to l i s ten , not to talk . 
" Dear 
I have not 
prepared a speech . "  With the se few word s , she may have been 
attempt ing to convince her l i steners that s ince she had 
not prepared a speech , then the language woul d  be more 
conversational and spontaneous . 
Ke l ler a l so appeared to have adapted the language 
to her audienc e , by us ing word s of encouragement for a 
better future . This wa s mo s t  apparent in her c lo s �ng 
remark s : "We are f ind ing out what i s  wrong with the world . 
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We are going to make it right . A new l ight i s  
coming . " She cont inued : "With our hearts l e t  u s  see , 
with your hand s let us  break every chain . Then , indeed , 
sha l l  we know a better and nobler humani ty . " She appears 
to have chos en appropr iate language in the se c a s e s . She 
used words o f  encouragement to rai s e  the hope s o f  her 
l i s teners , which seems to have been part o f  her goa l  in 
thi s addre s s . A l so , K e l ler ' s  encouraging words were 
apparen t ly con s i stent with many peop l e ' s  perc eption o f  
Kel ler . A s  s ta ted earl ier i n  th is s tudy , Ke l l er ' s  me s sage s  
were of ten words o f  enc ouragement .  
"Menace of the Mi l ita r i st Program " 
Kel ler ' s  language in thi s  speech app�ars to have 
been apprpr ia te in adapting_ to the " aud ience of workers .  " 3 7 
She used c ommon language which shou ld have been con s i s tent 
with the l anguage of the worker s .  She did not ta lk down to 
the audience , and the tone of her rhetoric wa s qu ite c learly 
symptathet ic to the worker s ,  a s  seen in the f o l l owing 
pas sage : " I f they [ the worker s ]  escape death [ in war ] they 
come back to face heavy taxation and have the i r  burden of 
poverty doub led . "  The language used wa s con s i s tent with 
the sub j ect , which wa s an attack on the preparedne s s  
program . In thi s  pa s sage she e f f ec t ively u sed c oncepts 
that the workers could identify with ,· " heavy taxation " and 
the " burden of poverty . "  Another examp le f o l l ows : 
"Noth ing i s  to be ga ined by the workers from war . They 
[ the workers ] s u f f er a l l  the mi serie s , whi l e  the rul ers 
reap the reward s � "  Aga in Kel ler ' s  word choice wa s 
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appropriate , by sympathi z ing with the p l ight o f  the workers .  
Al so , in thi s  sp�ech , i t  should be noted how 
appropriate K e l ler ' s  choice of  words wa s dependent upon who 
wa s the j udge . To other Soc ial i s t s  and to the workers who 
we re fami l iar with Ke l l er ' s  soc ia l i st convic t ion s , Kel ler ' s  
choice of  words may have appeared con s i s tent with her 
character . Yet , to tho se who were skeptic a l  o f  Ke l ler ' s  
soc i a l i s t  conviction s , and bel ieved she was on ly b e ing used 
by the Soc ia l i s t  Party , her language may have seemed 
inc on s i s tent wi th the ir perception of· He l en K e l l er . So , 
a lthough Kel l er ' s  language wa s appropriate to the sub j ect , 
and to s ome l i s tener s , the oratory used may not h ave been 
perc e ived a s  c on s i s tent with the speaker . 
"What i s  the IWW ? "  
Ke l ler ' s  choice o f  words in her f inal speech me shed 
somewh�t with the s ituation and . the audience . The exa�ples 
of news event s  about the IWW , l ike the s trik e  act ivitie s , 
were ea s i ly expla ined , and she did not talk down to her 
audience . At t ime s , however,  Ke l ler ' s  language did sound 
de fens ive . Examp l e s  of th i s  fol low : 
Thu s  they [ the IWW] f ind themselve s p i tted against 
the whol e  pro f i t-mak ing sys tem . They know 
that in a conte st with the workers , emp l oyer s  do 
not re spec t the laws , but quite shame l e s s ly 
break them . 
To the audienc e , the New York C i ty C ivic C lub , thi s  may 
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not have been appropriate . I t  could have appeared incon-
s i s tent wi th the nature of the addre s s--an explanat ion of 
the IWW . Rather than being informative , it seemed to take 
on a bia s ed tone which could have been viewed inappropriate 
by the l i s tene r . 
Toward the conc lus ion o f  her speech , the language 
took on an a lmo s t  threatening tone , almo st l ike a warn ing 
to the l is tener s .  The pa s sage follows : 
Rememb e r , the day wi l l  come when the tremendous 
ac t ivi tie s of the war wi l l  subs ide . Capita l i sm 
wi l l  inevitab ly f ind itse l f  fac e  to face with a 
starving mu ltitude of unemployed workers ,  . . .  
When that day dawn s , i f  the workers are not 
thoroughly organ i zed , they may eas ily become a 
b l ind force of de struction , unab le to check the ir 
own momentum , the ir c ry for j u st ice drowned in a 
howl o f  rage . 
Aga in i t  i s  not c erta in if  thi s  s trong language 
wou ld have been appropriate for her audienc e . I t  i s not 
known i f  the audience wou ld have been so conc erned about 
the particular predict ion s of the future as Kel ler saw it . 
Also , in thi s  speech , it i s  not known i f  such de fens ive 
language woul d  have been perce ived as appropriate for the 
audience ' s  view of Helen Kel ler . However , i t  could have 
been quite ef fective . I t  would be di f f icu l t  to de termine 
without further information about the audience . 
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language wou ld be un ique , unl e s s  she had been a s s i s ted in 
the wri ting o f  her s peeche s . 
For purpo se s of thi s  s tudy , the u s e  o f  f igure s was 
l imi ted to metaphors and s imi l ie s . Kel l e r  d id not 
extens ive ly ut i l i ze f igure s in her f ir s t  speech , as she 
used no s imi l ie s , and u sed a metaphor in the f ol l owing 
ins tanc e : " Du l l indeed a re their heart s  who . turn the ir bac k s  
upon mi sery . " Heart s a r e  n.ot " du l l "  i n  rea l i ty , b u t  K e l ler 
used thi s a s  a c ompari son o f  those who i gnore p over ty and 
in j us t ic e . 
Ke l ler inf requently u s ed viv id l an guag e  and f i gure s 
in her f i r s t  addre s s . 
" Menace o f  the Mi l i ta r i s t  P rogram " 
I n  Ke l le r ' s  second �peech , i t  seems tha t  she 
attempted to u ti l i z e vivid language to deve lop her idea s . 
In the opening remark s , she de scribed wha t  the worker s had 
in s tore for themse lve s if there wa s going to be a war : 
They [ the worker s ] are taught tha t  the ir 
·
ma sters 
c an do no wrong , and go out in va s t  numb er s  to 
be k i l led on the battl e f ie ld . And what i s  the i r  
reward ? I f  they e scape death they come b a c k  t o  
f ac e  heavy taxation and have the burden o f  
poverty doub l ed . 
Kel ler aga in , a s  in her f i r s t  speech , made re f erence to 
s ight and hearing in what may have been an attempt to 
c reate word-picture s .  I n  Kel l er ' s  open ing remark s , a l though 
she did not s pec i f ic a l ly use the word s " b l ind " and " deaf , "  
she wa s s t i l l  imply ing them . I n  thi s  pa s sage she wa s 
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Embel l i shment 
Embe l l i shment ' s primary purpose is to " adorn o r  
e l evate . "  F o r  purpo se s of this s tudy , the analy s i s  wil l  be 
in terms of the vividne s s  of the language chosen and the 
e f fec t ive use of f igure s .
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To eva luate the use o f  embel l i shment i n  Ke l l er ' s  
speeche s , the f o l l owing question was a sked : How e f f ectively 
did Kel l er use vivid l anguage and f i gures in her speeches ? 
"A New L ight i s  Coming " 
In Kel ler ' s  first speech , she did not f requently 
ut i l i ze vivid l anguage . She used vivid l anguage in her 
c l o s ing remark s when she talked about the " new l ight . "  Her 
c l o s ing remark s  f o l l ow :  
A new l ight i s  coming to mi l l ion s  who l ooked for 
the grave , and were bitter in spirit . We are 
part o f  this l ight . Let us go forth f rom here 
s ha f t s  of the sun unto shadows . With our hear t s  
l e t  u s  see , with your hands l e t  us b reak every 
c ha in . Men wi l l  not go on s trike for 5 0 
cents more a week . L ittle chi ldren wi l l  not have 
to s tarve or work in mi l l  and fac tory . 
I t  may have been pos s ible for the l i s tener to create word-
picture s from th i s  pa s sage . I t  should be noted , however , 
that Ke l ler ' s  method of u s ing vivid l anguage did not involve 
a deta i l ed de scription of some spec i f ic inc ident . As in 
thi s  case , she uti l i zed words l ike " l ight , " " sh a f t s  of 
the sun , " and " le t  us see , " rather than de scr ib ing a 
deta i l ed pic ture . Of course , Kel l er ' s  use of vivid 
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pointing out how the workers bl indly go of f t o  war ; bl inded 
by the ma s ter s . I n  another in stance , she de s c r ibed the 
capi ta l i s t s • s take in the war : 
Behind the active agi tators for def en s e  you wi l l  
f ind J .  P .  Morgan and Company , and the capita l i s t s  
who have inve s ted their money i n  shrapne l p l ants , 
and others tha t turn out implements o f  murde r . 
Her use of " vivid l anguage " seems to have been mo s t  apparen t 
in her words , " and others that turn out impl ement s  o f  
murder . " 
In Ke l ler ' s  c lo s ing statements ,  s he may have been 
attempting to use !' vivid language " to determine what it wa s 
that the workers hoped to ga in from a war : 
The l aws that send you to j ai l  when you demand 
better l iv ing cond ition s ? The f l ag ?  Does i t  
wave over a c ountry where you are free and have 
a home , or doe s it rather symbol i ze a country 
that mee t s  you with c lenched f i s t s  when you 
s trike for better wage s and shorter hours ? Wi l l  
you f ight · for your ma s ter ' s  re l igion which 
teache s you to obey them even when they te l l  you 
to k i l l one another? 
Some of the s e  phras e s  might create word-pic tures , such a s , 
" c l enched f i s ts , "  " s trike , "  " k i l l  one another , "  yet , again 
Kel l er l s " me thod " of us ing " vivid language '' is unique . I t  
seems that s h e  used c ertain phra ses t o  c reate ima�e s , ra ther 
than to vivid ly de scribe a particular inc ident . 
Ke l l e r  infrequently used f i gure� , yet , she did use 
th is metaphor , as fol lows : " I  look upon the who l e  world as 
my father l an d , and every war ha s to me a horror o f  a family 
feud . " The metaphor i s  " horror of a fam i ly f eud . " 
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Although " war " i s  not i n  rea l i ty a " feud , " K e l l e r  uti l i zed 
this compari s on . 
Two s imi l e s  were found in Keller ' s  speec h , a s  
fol lows : " I  look upon the whole world a s  my f atherland , and 
every war ha s to me a horror of a f amily feud . I l ook upon 
true patriotism as the brotherhood of man and the service 
of a l l  to al l . " The s imi l e s  in the se s tatement s  are " a s  
my father land " which Ke l ler compared the " whol e  wor l d " to , 
and " as the brotherhood of man" which she compa red to " true 
patriot ism . "  
In Ke l le r ' s  second addre s s , she made some attempt 
at us ing vivid language , and used some f igure s .  
"What i s  the IWW ? "  
Ke l ler aga in seems _ to have been trying to uti l i ze 
vivid l anguage in her f inal speech . In de scr iption s  of the 
IWW and i t s  activ i tie s , she seems to have tr ied to create 
image s to deve lop her idea s . In her open ing s tatement s ,  
she s a id : " I ts [ the IWW ] battl eground i s  the f ie l d  of _ 
indus try , the vi s ib l e  expres s ion of the battl e i s  the 
str ike , the lock -out , the c la sh between employer and 
employed . "  The words , " battleground , "  " s tr ike , "  " lock­
out , " and " c lash " might con j ure up vi sua l image s . Another 
examp le f o l lows : " I t i s  for the se pr inc iple s ,  thi s  
dec larat ion o f  c l a s s  sol idarity , that the IWWs a re being 
persecuted , beaten , impri soned , murdered . "  Although thi s  
1 1 8  
wa s not a deta i l ed de scr iption , the word s u sed l ike 
" persecuted , beaten , impri soned , murdered " may have he lped 
to give the l is tener some v i sual idea of the ac t s  that had 
been committed . Kel ler wa s probab ly mo s t  e f fec t ive in 
u s ing vivid l an guage when she gave the fol lowing examples 
of ac ts that had been committed against the IWW members : 
Wi tne s s  the lynching of F rank Little in Butte ; 
the f logging o f  seventeen men in Tul sa ; the 
deportation of 1 2 0 0  miners from B i sbee ; the burn­
ing to dea th of women and l ittle children in the 
tents of Ludlow , Colorado , and the mas sacre o f  
workers i n  Trinidad . 
The se were a l l  inc ident s  that had been in the news , and 
Kel ler ' s  use of words l ike " lynching , "  " f l ogging , "  " burning 
to death , " and " ma s sacre " may have he lped to devel op c lear 
image s for the l i s tener . 
Ke l ler ' s  f inal rema�k s  inc luded vivid language : 
Capita l i sm wi l l  inevi tab ly f ind itse l f  fac e to 
f ac e  with a s tarving multitude of unempl oyed 
workers demanding food or de struc tion of the 
soc ial order that ha s starved them and robbed 
them of the ir j ob s . 
Ke l le r  seems to have uti l i z ed vivid l anguage mo st 
e f fec tive ly in her final speech . Although she again used 
individua l word s and phra ses to create vi sua l image s ,  she 
a l s o  seemed to have tried to invent word-pic ture s of 
ac tua l inc idents .  One example of thi s  wa s when she 
de sc ribed the autroc itie s  that had been committed aga inst 
IWW members . 
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Kel ler in f requently uti l i zed f igure s i n  her f inal 
addre s s . One examp l e  of her use o-f s imi l e s  f o l l ows : " S o 
the IWWs re spect the law only a s  a soldier re spec ts an 
enemy . " Ke l l er l ikened " the IWWs respect "  for the l aw to 
that of a soldier ' s  re spec t for an enemy . Another exarnp.le 
was when she compared the IWWs to s l ave s : " They have been 
starved in body and mind , denied , exploited , driven l ike 
s lave s from j ob to j ob . " 
Kel ler d id not use metaphors in thi s  addre s s . 
Compos ite Ana ly s i s  of 
Embe l l i shment 
Kel ler inf requently uti l i zed vivid l anguage in her 
speeche s , but she did use it in some portion of eac h speech . 
I t  wa s characte r i s t ic in mos t  of the examp l e s  of vivid 
language that they were not detai led de scription s  of some 
inc ident , rather , she concentrated on key words in her 
language , and frequently uti l i zed the words " b l ind "  and 
" deaf , "  or made some reference to these concf:pts . 
She used s ome figure s  in a l l  her speeche s 1  but it 
wa s not exten s ive in any o f  the three addre s se s � 
Del ivery 
Thons sen , Ba ird and Braden held tha t  there ha s 
a lways been a need for e ffec t ive del ivery , and when eva luat-
ing de l ivery , the cr itic mu st obta in ·informat ion on the 
voc a l  characteri s tics of the speaker and the speaker ' s  
bod i ly actions a s  the speech was pre sen ted . The c r itic 
should evaluate the speaker ' s  de l ivery on how the s e  
charac ter i s tic s : 
. served a s  causal fac tors in gain ing 
attention , holding intere s t , and in s t i rring 
the speaker ' s  des i red re spon s e , and what part 
they pla�9d in the emerging image of the 
s peaker . 
K e l l er • s  s i tuation was unique with regard to 
1 2 0  
de l ivery . C on s equently it was nec e s s ary to d etermine : How 
Ke l ler learned to speak following her i llnes s , the general 
patte rn s he f o l lowed prior to and dur ing a l e c ture and 
the characteri s tic s of her voice and appearance ?  
The s e l ec ted speeche s we re not heard on a first-hand 
bas i s , so an attempt wa s made to evaluate K e l ler ' s  speaking 
by other method s . A comb ination of newspaper accounts and 
b iographie s provided information on her methods o f  de l ivery 
in genera l . The s e  accounts were taken into c on s ideration 
when evaluating the e ffectivene s s  o f  Ke l l er ' s  mode of 
de l ivery � 
Kel ler ' s  Speaking Educa tion 
Kel ler began to learn to s peak in 1 8 9 0 .
4 0  
Ac cording 
to Ke l l er , in her autob iography , Story o f  My L i f e , Sarah 
Fuller , princ ipa l f rom the Horace Mann School of the Deaf , 
in Bos ton , gave Kel ler her first eleven l e s sons in 
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speak ing . 4 1  With Anne Sul l ivan ' s  guidance ,  K e l l e r  qu ick ly 
4 2  learned to speak . 
Al though Ke l ler learned to speak , she s t i l l  be l ieved 
she had to speak more c l early . In the fal l  o f  1 8 9 4 , she 
entered the Wright-Huma son School in New York which 
spec ial i z ed in l ip-reading and voice culture . At thi s  
time , she a l so took s inging les son s to " strengthen " her 
vo ice .
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According to Kel ler ' s  other autob iography , 
Mid stream , a f ter two years of training at Wright-Huma son , 
Kel ler wa s f ina l ly pleased wi th her improvement s .
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Ke l ler ' s  f ir s t  platform speak ing appea ranc e  was 
in Montc lair , New Jer sey in February 1 9 1 3 . 
d . f h k '  b ' l '  
4 5  
emons trat1on o er spea 1ng a 1 1ty . 
was f o l l owed by more speak ing engagements . 
a fami l iar lecturer . 
I t  wa s a 
The appearance 
She soon became 
General Pattern �rior to Lecture s 
In Joseph L a sh ' s  book , Helen and Teacher , he 
de scribed Kel ler ' s  genera l pattern of pub l ic speak ing : 
She did not in j ect her Soc i a l i s t  view s  into 
her forma l l ec ture . That had a set pattern . 
Teacher went onto the stage first and spoke in 
her mus ical voice about the education of H e l en . 
She then l ed Helen onto the platform . To 
accus tom the audience to the s trangene s s  o f  
Helen ' s  voice , she had He len repeat s l ow ly 
sentence s  that H elen read with her f inger s  on 
Teacher ' s  [ Sull ivan ' s ] l ips . 45hen He l en repeated the l ine s of " Ab ide With Me . "  
The audience wa s then ready to hear Ke l ler ' s  me s sage . 
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Al though i t  wa s not determined that Ke l ler prepared 
her audienc e s  in the s ame manner before her s oc ial i s t  
lecture s , two account s  referring t o  two o f  the speeche s 
ana ly zed were f ound . In her first speech , Ke l ler was " led 
to the platform , " and prior to her second speec h , S u l l ivan 
introduced Kel l e r . 
I n  Kel l e r ' s  f ir s t  speech , "A New L ight i s  C oming , "  
the New York C a l l brie f ly de scribed that K e l l e r  was led 
to the platform prior to her speech : " She c re ated a 
profound impre s s ion ; the audience rose and cheered whi le 
she wa s be ing l ed to the platform . "
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In the second speech � "Menace of the Mi l i tari s t  
Program , "  Anne Sul l ivan introduced Ke l l er b e fo re s h e  spoke . 
As reported in the New York C a l l : 
Before she spoke , her teacher , Mrs . John A .  Macy 
[Anne Sul l ivan ] , told of how she had taught her 
pupi l ,  who wa s b l ind , dea
·
f and dumb s ince the 
age of 1 9  month s , to understand tho se things 
which norma l chi ldren learn to know without any 
teaching , and how dif f ic�at the ta sk had been 
and a l so how succe s s ful . . 
I n  Ke l ler ' s  f ina l speech , "What i s  the IWW ? " ,  no 
accounts relating to Kel ler ' s  introduction prior to the 
lecture we re found . 
B eing led to the platform ,  then be ing introduced to 
the audience , acc ompanied wi th an expl anation of how 
Ke l l er learned to " understand , "  sure �y mus t  have left some 
impac t  on her l i s teners . The audience may have prepared 
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themse lve s to be a s  quiet a s  pos s ib l e  so not to mis s  
Kel ler ' s  me s sage . N o  doubt some l i steners prepared them-
selve s to watch the techniques Kel l er u sed , think ing of her 
more a s  a nove l ty ,  rather than concentrating on the mes sage .  
Charac teristic s o f  Ke l ler ' s  
Voice and Appearance 
Th i s  section wa s concerned with obtaining accounts 
of Kel ler ' s  vocal characteri stic s and appea rance , to 
evaluate how thes e  factors a f f·ec ted Ke l ler ' s  speech . 
In the suppl ement of Kel l er ' s  autobiography , The 
S tory of My L i fe , John Macy , Sul l ivan ' s  hu sband , gave the 
fol lowing account s of h i s  impre s s ions about K e l ler ' s  speak-
ing : 
Her vo ice i s  l ow and plea sant to l is ten to . Her 
speech l ack s var iety and modulation , i t  runs in 
a s ing- song when she i s  reading aloud , . 
The pr inc ipa l thing that is  lack ing i s  s entence 4 9  
accent and variety in the inf lection o f  phra s e s . 
He added : " I  am told tha·t Mi s s  Ke l le r  speak s 
better than mos t  other deaf peop le . "
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I n  the New York C a l l ' s  reporting o f  Ke l le r ' s  first 
speech , "A New Light is Coming , "  the fol l owing c omments 
were made on her mode of del ivery : " She spoke s lowly , but 
with a c l ear , d i st inc t utterance , ea s i ly unders tood in all 
parts o f  the Hal l . . . . No one see ing her a s  she spoke 
would have rea l i zed that she wa s both deaf and b l ind . "
5 1 
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The New York C a l l  gave the fol lowing account o f  
Ke l ler ' s  voca l  charac teri stic s dur ing her speec h , " Menace 
of the Mi l itari it Program " : " Her newfound voi c e  forms the 
words fairly d i s t inctly , but last night Wi l l iam F agan 
repeated a fter her each sentence , so that the audience would 
be sure to understand the noted deaf and b l ind S oc ia l i st . "
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No account s  o f  Kel ler ' s  mode of de l ivery were f ound concern­
ing the l a s t  speech , "What is  the IWW ? " .  
On F ebruary 6 ,  1 9 8 3 , there wa s an opportun ity to 
hear Ke l ler speak a few words on a children ' s  te lev i s ion 
program . On c ab l e ' s  arts s tation , Nickelodeon , a program 
aired about He len Kel ler , which inc luded a rare recording 
of Anne Su l l ivan explain ing how she taught He l en to speak . 
He len spoke a few words wh ich were c l ear , d i s t inct and 
under standab l e . Yet , as the previous research ha s indicated , 
her voice wa s monotone , ab sent of inf lect ion s and variety , 
and the rate wa s a t  a control led pac e . 
A s  for Kel ler ' s  appearance ,  again no accounts were 
found which related to how she looked the day of the 
speeches , but the fo l l owing comment wa s made on Kel ler ' s  
appearanc e  in general . In Brooks ' book , He l en Ke l ler : 
Sketch for a Portrait , he s tated that K e l ler was one who 
wore attractive , sty l i sh c lothe s , wh ich Sul l ivan chose for 
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her . 
I t  appears that Ke l l er ' s voice wa s l ow , monotone , 
and the rate wa s s low .  Her vo ice lacked voca l  variety and 
inf l ection . I t  i s  s ometime s difficu l t  to l i s ten to a 
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speech given in montane de l ivery , s o  thi s  may have adversely 
affected the attention the audience gave to the speech . 
A l so , the audienc e may have mi s sed s ome o f  the mes sage if 
they mi s sed some o f  her word s . However ,  the nove l ty e f f ect 
may a l so have s ha rpened the audience s '  attentivene s s . 
Compos i te Analys i s  o f  D e l ivery 
I t  should be noted that if K e l l er ' s  goa l s  in any 
one of the se speeches were not real i z ed because they we re 
hindered by her del ivery , her l i stener s may have a l so been 
affec ted po s i t ively because of the de l ivery . The fact that 
Kel ler had learned to communicate to so many peop l e  wa s , 
no doubt , an inspiration in itse l f . 
E f f ects of the Rhetoric 
In attempt ing to j udge the ef fect o f  Kel ler ' s  
speeche s in terms o f  her succe s s  in obta inin g  the expre s sed 
goa l s , accounts of immediate re spons e s  were examined . 
According to Thons sen , Ba ird and B raden , the immed iate
· 
re spon se refer s to tha t  wh ich wa s e l ic i te d  a t  the time and 
place tha t the speech wa s given .
5 4  
The l ong- range e ffects of rhetoric refers t o  the 
ef fects the speech has upon soc ie ty . The speech may or 
may not have an inf luence upon soc iety over a pe riod of 
years after the t ime the speech wa s de l ivered .
5 5  
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Immed iate Ef fec t s  
The N ew . York C a l l  reported a favorab l e  response to 
Ke l ler ' s  f ir s t  two speeche s . At Kel ler ' s  speec h , "A N ew 
Light i s  C oming , "  at the S oc iological Conference ,  the New 
York C a l l  reported the audience .' s re spons e  prior to 
her mes sage : " The aud ience rose and cheered wh i l e  she wa s 
be ing · led to the p l atform . "
56 
The report did not , however , 
record the audience ' s  re sponse fol lowing the s peech . 
The N ew York C a l l  a l so reported K e l l e r ' s  reception 
prior to her second speech , "Menace of the M i l itari s t  
Program " : !' [ the auditorium] wa s crowded to the l a s t  ava i l -
abl e  seat . S everal hundred person s had to be turned away 
for l ack of room long before the mee ting opened . "
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The 
Cal l a l s o  recorded the audience ' s  re spons e· a f ter her 
speech , a s  f o l l ows : " Prolonged app l au s e  gree t ed the last 
sentenc e s  o f  Mi s s  Ke l ler ' s  ta lk . "
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No account on the re spon se of Kel ler ' s  speech , 
"What i s  the IWW ? " wa s availab le . 
From the se reports it appears that K e l ler ' s  f irst 
two me s sage s were we � l - rece ived by the audienc e s , yet , th i s  
i s  admi ttedly a n  incomplete mea sure o f  the immedi ate ef fects 
in terms of persuas ive e f fects . 
Long-Range E f fec t s  
The purpo se of Kel ler ' s  firsi speech wa s t o  expla in 
why she had the right to speak at the c on ference , and al so , 
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to convinc e her l i s tener s  that an improved qual ity o f  l i fe 
wa s coming for everyone . As  previous ly mentioned in thi s  
analy s i s , Ke l ler s t ruggled with her c redib i l ity throughout 
her Soci a l i s t  s peak ing career . S ince there were thos e  who 
never bel ieved that she wa s s incere in her s oc ia l i s t  
conviction s ,  Ke l ler ' s  f i r st goa l wa s not ful ly apprec iated 
by everyone . Whether the " qual ity of l i f e " improved for 
everyone f o l l owing thi s  speech , i s  d i f f icul t  to determine , 
except on a per s onal bas i s . C ertainly the Soc ia l i s t  move-
ment did not become a nationa l ly-adopted c au s e . 
The c entral theme of Kel l er ' s  second speech wa s to 
per suade the workers to oppose the preparedne s s  program . 
Fol lowing the speech , Ke l ler wa s a sked to de l iver a second 
speech s imilar to the f ir s t  one to those who were unable 
to hear the f i r st speech . As reported in the book , Woman 
a s  Revo lutionary : 
Severa l week s later , in re spon se to a request 
f rom the Women ' s  Peace Party and the Labor 
Forum that she speak again for the benef i t  o f  
tho s e  who had mi s sed h e r  performance a t  
wa shington I rving High School , He s9n gave a 
s imi lar addre s s  at Carnegie Hal l . 
Suc h a reque st may be con s idered a po s i tive re spon se 
to Ke l ler ' s  f ir s t  speech . Except for thi s  reac t ion , it i s  
d i f f icul t  t o  predict i f  Keller persuaded any o f  the workers 
to oppo se the preparedne s s  program , wh ich s e ems to have been 
her purpose . 
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I n  Ke l ler ' s  f inal speech , "What i s  the IWW ? 11 ,  
Ke l ler ' s  purpo s e  was to : explain what the IWW was , to 
explain the unfair pub l ic ity they had rece ived and to point 
out why they were a vital organi zation . The IWW did not 
remain a popul a r  organ ization a s  Kel ler had predic ted . 
Fol lowing thi s speech , the negative publ ic attitude s  con­
tinued toward the IWW and it did not become the s igni ficant 
organ i zation that Kel ler had predicted . 
The inunediate re sponses to Kel l er ' s  f ir s t  two 
speeche s were pos itive , yet , in terms o f  persu a s ive e ffects 
thi s  wa s an inc omplete conc lus ion . I t  was not po s s ib l e  to 
pos itive ly conc lude what the long-range e f fec t s  o f  Ke l ler ' s  
rhetoric encompa s sed . In her first and s ec ond speeche s , . it 
wou ld be d i f f icul t  to determine i f  person s ' l ive s were 
changed by her speeches . The Soc ia l i s t  movement continued , 
ye t ,  i t  did not become a national ly-adopted c au s e . Neither 
did the IWW become the s igni f icant organi zati on K e l ler 
bel ieved it would become , as indicated in her f inal speech . 
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CHAPTER IV 
S UMMARY AND CONCLUS IONS 
s�acy 
The purpos e  of thi s  study was to determine the 
e ffec t iven e s s  and the e f fect o f  the soc ia l i st . rhetoric of 
He l en Ke l l er as revealed in three speeches g iven on behal f  
of the Soc ia l i s t  movement . 
Al though Helen Kel ler may be b e st-known f or her 
work on b eha l f  o f  the b l ind and the dea f , she did concen­
trate on speaking for the Social i st P arty for a lmo s t  a 
decade a f ter she became a s oc ial i s t  in 1 9 0 9 . During thi s 
per iod , she wa s an advocate of the S oc ia l i s t  P arty and 
supported the activitie s of many soc ia l i s t s , even those of 
the mi l i tant organ i za tion , the I ndus trial Workers o f  the 
World . K e l l e r ' s  involvement ranged f rom wri t ing e s say s 
and letter s to newspapers on b eha l f  o f  soc ia l i s t  c ause s , 
to pl atform speak ing . 
After World War I ,  Ke l ler ' s  active speak ing engage­
ments for the Soc ial i s t  movement s lowly decreased . She 
f inal ly dec ided to concentrate her energie s on he lping the 
b l ind and the dea f . Yet , Kel ler did not cease be ing a 
soc ia l i s t , and remained a supporter o� the S oc ia l i st Party 
throughout her l ife . 
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Three speeche s were cho sen at random for thi s  
analys is . The s e  speeche s were : " A  New Light i s  C oming , "  
" Menac e of the Mi l i tari s t  Program , " and "What i s  the IWW? " 
Lester Thon s s en , A .  Craig Ba ird and Wa ldo W .  B raden • s  
Speech Critic i sm ,  was u s ed as a bas i s  for the c ri t ic i sm of 
the se speeche s .  The speeche s were ana ly zed in an attempt to 
j udge the e f f ec tiven e s s  of Ke l ler • s  cho i c e s  regarding inven­
tion , arrangement , s tyle and de l ivery . 
The logical proof in a l.l three speeche s seemed to be 
weak bec aus e  of insuffic ient supporting evidenc e . I n  he r 
f irst · speec h , K e l ler arrived at the conc lus ion that bec ause 
some peopl e  were rea l i z ing the prob l ems in soc iety that thi s  
rea l i z ation would lead to a n  improved qual ity o f  l i fe for 
a l l . I n  the second speech , Ke l ler appeared to arrive at the 
general conc lus ion that it was the workers who had the most 
to lose in a war and , therefore , the greate s t  reason to fear 
a preparednes s program . Kel ler • s  f inal speech conc luded 
that the IWW wa s a viab le organi zation that was e s sential 
for the future . of the entire world .  
There was an empha s i s  on ethical proof in Kel ler ' s 
f ir s t  speech , but it was not as prominent in the f inal two 
speeche s . In her l a s t  two. speeche s 1  Ke l ler may have been 
le s s  concerned with e stab l i shing ethic a l  proo f s ince she 
wa s a l ready a wel l -known persona lity to many of her 
l i s teners , as a soc ia l i s t  and because of her victory over 
her disab i l itie s . 
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Emotiona l proof was dominant in Ke l ler ' s  f irst and 
second speeche s .  Kel ler appeared to view her audience a s  
being skept ic a l  of her credib i l i ty o n  pol i tica l  i s su e s  in 
the f irst speec h . She a l so seemed aware that her audience 
in both speeche s were ready for a change in s oc iety , 
advocated s oc ia l i s t  values and advocated " the worker " and 
not the empl oyer .  Not enough information was ava i l able on 
the f inal speeche s '  audience to make a conc lu s ion on its 
e f fectivene s s  in uti l i z ing emotional proo f . 
Al l three speeche s were arranged topic a l ly , yet , 
i t  was not apparent in any of the speeche s exa c t ly what wa s 
the the s is . I n  each of Kel ler ' s  speeche s , i t  wa s d i f f icult 
to de termine the main points and the tran s i t ions becau se 
they were not f u l ly deve loped . 
Correc tne s s , c learne s s  and embe l l i shment appeared 
to be the weak e s t  qual i ti e s  of style in the speeche s . In 
her f ir s t  two speeche s she appeared to have e ff ec t ive ly 
uti l i zed appropriate language , con s i s tent with her audienc e . 
I t  can be conc luded that Kel ler ' s  d e l ivery tech­
nique s were unique . Her methods were un l ik e  o ther lec turers 
because sh� was b l ind and deaf . 
The immediate effects of Ke l ler ' s  f i r s t  two speeche s 
were demon s trated by the pos itive feedback from her 
aud ienc e s . Her second speech had a long-range e ffec t , which 
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wa s that her l i s teners demanded a simi lar speec h t o  b e  given 
at a later date so more people could hear her mes sage . 
. However ,  Kel ler ' s  ultimate inf l uence in the s oc ia l i s t  move­
ment i s not known . 
Conc lus ion s 
Severa l conc lus ions have been drawn f rom thi s  
analy s i s  o f  the e f f ec tivene s s  o f  the rhetoric i n  the three 
selected speeche s . I t  can be conc luded that : 
1 .  In a l l  three speeches Keller did not rely 
heavily on logical proo f . The conc lus ions in her speeche s 
were reached without suff ic ient supporting evidence . 
2 .  Ke l l er ' s  use o f  ethica l proof met the e s tab l ished 
criteria and wa s e f f ectively uti l i z ed in the f ir s t  speech . 
Part of the reason i t  may not have been e f f ec t ively 
uti l i zed in the l a s t  two speeche s was because K e l l e r  wa s 
al ready we l l -known among her soc ia l i s t  l i s teners , and may 
have f e l t  she did not have to spend time e s tabl i shing 
ethical proof . 
· 3 .  K e l ler e f f ectively uti l i z ed emotional proof in 
her f ir s t  and second speecbe s . She con f ron ted her 
audience s '  skepti sm o f  her through her frank hone s ty and 
appeared to e s tabl i sh an identity with the work ing c l a s s . 
4 .  Al l the speeches were arranged topic a l ly , yet , 
the s tructure in a l l  three speeche s wa s obscure or non­
exi stent . The the s i s  wa s not eas ily d i s t ingu i shab l e ; nor 
were the main points and transition s deve loped o r  ea s i ly 
recogni z ab le . 
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5 . Appropriatene s s  wa s Kel ler ' s  s trong e s t  s ty l i stic 
qua l i ty . 
6 .  Kel ler ' s  de l ivery methods were un ique because 
of her d i s ab i l itie s . 
7 .  The e f f ec t  of the rhetoric could not be 
determined on a l ong-range bas i s , yet , the immediate response 
for the f i r s t  and second speeches was pos i t ive . 
Recommendations for Future S tudy 
Thi s  s tudy mu s t  be interpreted in term s  o f  its 
l imitation s . This  is due primari ly to the spec ia l i zed 
ana ly s i s  in one period of K e l l er ' s  lecturing c areer , that 
of her soc ia l i s t  speaking . __ Additiona l s tudie s  may contrib­
ute to a better unders tand ing of Kel ler ' s  rhetoric . 
S ince thi s  i s  a study of a particular period of 
Kel ler ' s  rhetorical career , it  may be bene f ic ia l  to analyze 
other period s o f  her rhetoric . Kel ler ' s  speaking during 
her vaudevi l le career or during her lec turing on beha l f  of 
the Foundation f or the B l ind may provide a more complete 
understanding o f  Ke l ler ' s  rhetorical practic e s . Further , 
a s tudy cou ld be conducted to compare Ke l ler 1 s  soc ial i s t  
speaking method s t o  that of a contemporary o f  Kel l er ' s  who 
a l so spoke for the Soc i a l i s t  movement �  Such a s tudy could 
ident ify d i f ferenc e s  and s imi larities in methods and 
e f fects of the two speakers . 
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APPEND IX A 
" A  NEW L IGHT I S  COMING " 
Address at the Sociological Conference, Sagamore B 
Massac husetts 
e a ch , 
1 3 9 
Dear F r iends: I came here to listen, not t I have not prepared a speech. But I suppose a Wom 0 ta lk . 
always think of something to say. If other sub j ec�� can one can talk about oneself. fai l 
Ever since I came here, people have been . 
' 
my f riends how I can have a f irst-hand knowledge 
a�k �ng 
subjec ts you are discussing. They seem to think �h the 
deaf and blind cannot know about the world of Peo 1 at one 
ideas, of facts. Well, I plead guilty to the chap 
e , Of 
I am deaf and bl ind , though I forget the fact mos�ge that 
time. It is true, I cannot hear my neighbors dis 
Of the 
the questions of the day. But_, judging from what 
c':ls s ing 
repeated to me of their discussions, I feel tha t  I �
s 
m iss much. I c an read. I can read the views Of 
do not 
informed thinkers l ike Alfred Russell Wallace s · W
e l l ­
Lodge, Ruskin, H .  G. Wells, Bernard Shaw, Karl R �
r 
Ol iver 
Darwin and Kar l  Marx. Besides books , I have ma g
au�sky , 
ra ised print published in Amer ica, England, F ran
a z �nes in 
d . c
e 
Germany an Austr1a. ' 
Of course, I am not always on the spot wh 
happen, nor are you. I did not witness the dread�n thing s 
ac cident at Stamford the other day , nor did you U
l 
most people in the United States. But that did ' nor did 
me, any more it prevented you, from knowing abou�o� Prevent 
To be sure , I have never been a captain f l � . 




profess ions, and I think I understand their re l a� · led the se ' 
soc iety. At all events, I claim my right to d i s l
on to 
I have the advantage of a mind trained to think cus s them .  
is the difference between myself and most peopl� and tha t 
b lindness and their sight. It seems to me that th n
ot my 
blind indeed who do not see that there must be s 
ey are 
very wrong when the w�rkers--t�e men . and women w��e thing the wealth of the nat1on--are 1 1 1  pa 1.d, il l fed . Produc e 
clothed , ill housed. Deaf indeed are they who d l l l 
the desperation in the voice of the people c ryin ° n
ot hear 
against cruel poverty and social injustice . Dulf �Ut are their hearts who turn their backs upon mi ser lndeed 
support a system that grinds the life and sou l o�tand and women. Of men I have been much interested in what r have h here. I am glad so many of you have your eyes eard 
questions of the day , and to the great change t�Pen . to th taking pl ace in the structure of society . The rea �  l s e 
hope of improvement when people are wi l l in g to t l s  alway . ry to s 
• 
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unders tand . The change wi l l  take place whether we unde r­
s tand or not . Comrade Giovannitti ha s expl a ined to you 
how he be l ieve s that great change is corning . I f  you 
unders tood him ,  you w i l l see that it i s  the work ers them­
se lves who wil l work out the ir own salvat ion . A l l  we can 
do i s  to get into the proc e s s ion . 
We are marching toward a new f reedom . We are 
learning that f reedom is the on ly safe cond i t i on for a l l  
human beings , men and women and chi ldren . On ly through 
freedom , f reedom for a l l , can we hope for a true democ racy . 
Some of us  have imagined that we l ive in a democ racy . We 
do not . A democracy would mean equal opportunity for a l l . 
I t  would mean that every chi ld had a chance to be we l l  born , 
wel l  fed , we l l  taught and prope.rly s tarted in l if e . I t  
wou ld mean tha t every woman had a voice in the making of 
the laws unde r which she live s . I t  would mean that a l l  men 
en j oyed the f ru i t s  of their labor . Such a democ racy has 
never exi s ted . 
But s ome of us  are .waking up . We are f inding out 
what is wrong with the world . We are going to make it 
right . We are l ea rning that we l ive by each o ther , and 
that the l if e  for each other is the only l i f e  worth l iving . 
A new l i ght i s  coming to mi l l ions who looked for l ight and 
found darkne s s , a l i f e  to them who looked for the grave , 
and were b i tter in the spirit . We are part o f  thi s  l ight . 
Let us  go f orth f rom here shafts of the sun unto shadows . 
With our hearts l et us  see , with your - hands l e t  u s  break 
every cha in . Then , indeed � sha l l  we know a b e tter and 
nobler human ity . For there wi l l  be no more s lave s . Men 
wi l l  not go on s trike for 5 0 cents more a week . Little 
children wil l not have to s tarve or work in mi l l  and 
fac tory . Motherhood wil l  no longer be a s orrow . We sha l l  
b e  " j u s t  one great family of friends and bro thers . "  
--New York C a ll ; Ju ly 8 ,  1 9 1 3  
APPEND IX B 
"MENACE OF THE MIL I TARI ST PROGRAM " 
1 4 2  
Speech a t  the Labor Forum , Wa shington I rving H igh S c hoo l , 
New York C i ty ,  December 1 9 , 1 9 1 5 
The burden o f  war a lways fal l s  heavie s t  on the 
toi l er s . They are taught that their mas te r s  c an do no 
wrong , and go out in vas t  numbers to be k i l l ed on the 
battl e f i e ld . And what i s  their reward ? I f  they e sc ape 
death they come back to face heavy taxation and have their 
burden of pove rty doub l ed . Through all the age s they have 
been robbed of the j us t  reward s of the i r  patr i ot i sm a s  
they have been o f  t h e  j u st reward of the i r  l abor . 
The only moral virtue of war i s  that i t  compe l s  the 
capita l i s t  system to l ook i t s e l f  in the face and admit it 
i s  a f raud . It compe l s  the present soc iety to admit that 
it ha s no moral s  it wi l l  not sac ri f ice for ga in . During a 
war , the s anc t i ty o f  a home , and even of private property 
i s  des troyed . Governments do what it i s  s a id the " cra zy 
Soc ial i s t s " would do if in power . 
I n  spite o f  the h i s toric a l  proof o f  the fut i l i ty 
of war , the Un ited S tates i s  preparing to rai s e  a bi l l ion 
dol lars and a mi l l ion soldiers in preparation for war . 
Beh ind the ac t ive agitators for defen s e  you w i l l  f ind 
J .  P .  Morgan & Co . ,  and the capital i s t s  who h ave inves ted 
the i r  money in shrapnel plants , and othe r s  that turn out 
implements of murder . They want armament s  becau s e  they 
beget war , for thes e  capita l i s ts want to deve l op new mar­
ket s  for the i r  hideous tra f £ ic . 
I l ook upon the whole world a s  my fatherland , and 
every war ha s to me a horror of a family feud . I look 
upon true patrioti sm as the brotherhood o f  man and the 
service of a l l  to a l l . The only fighting tha t  s aves i s  
the one that helps the world toward l iberty , j us t i c e  and 
an abundant l i f e  for a l l . 
To prepa re thi s  nation in the true sense o f  the 
word , not for war , but for peace and happine s s , the S tate 
should govern every department of indus t ry , hea lth and 
educ a tion in such a way a s  to ma intain the b od i e s  and mind s 
of the peopl e  in soundne s s  and e f f ic iency . Then , the 
nation wi l l  be prepared to with stand the demand to fight 
for a perpetuat ion o f  its own s l avery a t  the b idding of a 
tyrant . 
· 
After a l l , the be s t  preparednes s i s  one tha t  disarms 
the hos t i l ity of other nations and makes friends of them . 
Nothing i s  to be gained by the workers f rom war . They 
suf fer a l l  the mi series , wh ile the rul e r s  reap the rewards . 
The ir wages are not inc rea sed , nor the ir toi l  mak e l ighter , 
nor the ir home s made more comfortable· . The a rmy they are 
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supposed to ra i se can be used to break s trikes a s  we l l  a s  
defend the peop l e . 
I f  the democrat ic measures of preparedn e s s  f a l l  
be fore the advanc e  of a world empire , the worke r  has 
nothing to fear . No conqueror can beat down hi s wages more 
ruthles s ly or oppres s  him more than h i s  own f e l low c i ti zen s  
o f  the capita l i s t  world are doing . The worker has nothing 
to lose but hi s chains , and he has a world to win . He can 
win it a t  one s troke from a world empire . We mus t  f o rm  
a f u l l y  equ ipped , m i l i tant international un ion s o  that we 
can take pos s e s s ion of such a world empire . 
Thi s great repub l ic i s  a mockery o f  f reedom a s  long 
as you are doomed to �ig and sweat to earn a mi s erable 
l iving whi l e  the mas ters en j oy the fru i t  o f  your toi l . What 
have you to f i ght f or ? Nat ional independence ?  Tha t  mean s 
the mas ter s ' independence . The l aws that send you to j a i l  
when you demand better l iving c ond it ion s .? The f l ag ?  Doe s 
it wave over a country where you are free and have a home , 
or doe s  it rather symbol i ze a country tha t  mee t s  you - wi th 
c l enched f is t s  when you s trike for better wage s  and shorter 
hour s ?  Wi l l  you f ight for your ma s te r s ' re l igion which 
teache s you to obey them even when they tel l  you to k i l l  one 
another? 
Why don ' t  you make a j unk heap o f  your ma s ters ' 
rel igion , h i s  c iv i l i zation , h i s  k ings and h i s  c u stoms that 
tend to reduce a man to a brute and God to a mon s ter ? Let 
there go forth a c larion cal l for l iberty . Let the workers 
form one gre a t  world-wide union , and l e t  there be a globe­
enc irc l ing revolt to gain for the worker s  true l iberty and 
happine s s . 
- -New York Ca l l , December 2 0 , 1 9 1 5  
APPENDIX C 
"WHAT I S  THE IWW ? " 
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Speech a t  the New York C i ty C ivic C lub , January 1 9 1 8  
I am going t o  talk about the Indu s trial Workers of 
the World becau s e  they are so much in the pub l ic eye j ust 
now . They a re probably the mos t  hated and mos t  loved 
organi zation in exi s tenc e . Certa inly they are the least 
understood and the mos t  per s i s tently mi s repres en ted . 
The I ndu s tr ia l  Workers o f  the World i s  a l abor 
un ion based on the c la s s  struggle . I t  admits only wage­
earners ,  and ac t s  on the princ iple of indu s tr i a l  union i sm . 
I ts battleg round i s  the field of indu s try . The vi s ib le 
expre s s ion o f  the battle i s  the s trike , the l ock-out , the 
c la sh between empl oyer and employed . I t  i s  a movement of 
revo l t  aga ins t  the ignorance ,  the poverty , the c ruel ty that 
too many o f  u s  accept in b l ind c ontent � 
I t  wa s f ounded in 1 9 0 5 by men o f  b itter experience 
in the labor s truggle , and in 1 9 0 9  it began to attract 
nation-wide attention . The McKee s Rock s s tr ike f ir s t  
brought i t  to notic e . The texti le s trike of Lawrence ,  
Mas s achuse tt s , the s i lk worker s •  strike o f  Paters on , New 
Jersey , and the miners ' s trike o f  Calumet , Michigan , made 
it notoriou s . S ince 1 9 0 9  i t  has been a mi l i tant force in 
America that employers have had to reckon with . 
I t  d i f fe r s  from the trade unions in that it empha­
s i ze s  the idea of one b ig union of a l l industries in the 
economic f ie ld . I t  points out that the trade union s  a s  
pre s ently organi z ed a r e  an - ob s tac l e  t o  un ity among the 
ma s s e s , and that thi s  lack of sol idarity play s  into the 
hand s of the ir economic mas ters . 
The IWW ' s a f f irm a s  a fundamental princ ipl e  that 
the c reators of weal th are ent itled to a l l they c reate . 
Thu s  they f ind themselves pitted again s t  the whol e  profit­
making s y s tem . They dec lare that there c an be no compromi se 
so l ong as the ma j ority o f  the working c l a s s  l ive s in want 
whi le the ma s ter c l a s s  l ives in luxury . They ins i st that 
there c an be no peace unt i l  the workers o rgani ze a s  a 
c l a s s ,
.
take pos se s s ion o f  the re sourc e s  o f  the earth and 
the machinery of production and d i stribution and abo l i sh 
the wage sys tem . In other word s , the workers in the ir 
c o l l ec tivity mu s t  own and operate a l l  the e s sential indus ­
tria l in s ti tut ions and secure t o  each laborer the ful l  
va lue o f  hi s product . 
I t  i s  for the se princip l e s , thi s  dec laration of 
c l a s s  s o l idarity , that the IWWs are being persecuted 1 
beaten 1 impri s oned , murdered . I f  the capita l i st c l a s s  had 
the sen s e  it is reputed to have 1 it woul d  know tha t 
vio l ence i s  the wors t  weapon that can be u s ed aga in st men 
who have nothing to lose and the world to gain . 
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Let me tel l  you something about the IWWs a s  I s ee 
them . They are the unsk i l l ed , the i l l-pa id , the unnat�ra l ­
i zed _, the submerged part of . the working c la s s . They are 
mos tly composed of texti l e  mi l l  workers , lumber men , 
harve s ters , miners , transport workers .  We are told that 
they are " fore igners ,· " " the scum of the earth , " " dangerous . " 
Many o f  them are f oreigners s imply because the . 
greater part o f  the unsk i l l ed labor in thi s  c ountry i s  
fore ign . " Scum o f  the earth ? " Perhaps . I know they have 
never had a fair chanc e . They have been s ta rved in body 
and mind , deni ed , exploited , driven . l ike s lave s f rom j ob to 
j ob .  " Dangerous ? "  Maybe . They have endured c ountl e s s  
wrongs and in j uri e s  until they are driven t o  rebell ion . 
They know that the laws are for the strong , that they 
protect the c la s s  that own s everything . They know that in a 
conte s t  with the workers , employers do not respec t the l aws , 
but quite shame l e s s ly break them . 
Witne s s  the lynching of Frank Little in Butte ; the 
f l ogging of 17 men in Tul s a ; the forc ib l e  deportation o f  
1 2 0 0  miners f rom B i sbee ; the burning t o  death of women and 
l ittl e  chi ldren in the tents of Lud low , C olorado , and the 
ma s sacre of workers in Trinidad . So the IWWs respect the 
l aw only as a sold ier respect s  an enemy ! Can you f ind it in 
your hearts to b l ame them ? I love them for thei r  need s , 
their miserie s , thei r  endurance and thei r  daring spirit . 
I t  i s  because of th i s  spirit that the mas ter c la s s  fears 
and hate s them . It  i s  because of thi s  spirit tha t  the poor 
and oppre s sed l ove them with a great love . 
The o ft-repeated charge that the I ndus t r ia l  Workers 
of the World is organ i z ed to hinder indu s try is f a l se . I t  
i s  organi z ed i n  order t o  keep industries going . By orga­
niz ing indu s tr ia l ly they are forming the s truc ture of the 
new soc iety in the she l l  of the old . 
Indus try re s t s  on the iron l aw o f  economic determi­
nat ion . Al l h i story revea l s  that economic in te·re s t s  are 
the s tronges t  ties that bind men together . That i s  not 
because men ' s hearts are evi l  and s e l f i sh . I t  i s  on ly a 
re sult · of the inexorable law of l i fe . The de s ire to l ive i s  
the ba s ic princ iple that compel s men and women t o  seek a 
more suitab l e  environment , so that they may l ive better and 
more happ i ly . 
Now , · don ' t  you see , it i s  impos s ib l e  to maintain an 
economic order that keeps wage s prac tic a l ly at a standsti l l , 
whi l e  the c o s t  o f  l iving mounts higher and e ven higher ? 
Remember 1 the day w i l l  come when the tremendous activities 
of the war wi l l  subs ide . Capita l i sm wi l l  inevi tab ly find 
itse l f  . fac e to face with a starving mul t itude of unemployed 
workers demanding food or de struc tion of the soc i� l  order 
that has s tarved them and robbed them of the i r  j obs . 
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I n  such a c ri s i s  the capi ta l i st c la s s c annot save 
itse l f  or i t s  ins ti tut ion s . I ts po l ic e  and arm i e s  wi l l  be 
power l e s s  to put down the l a s t  revo l t . For man a t  l a s t  wil l  
take h i s  own , not c on s idering the cos t . When that day 
dawn s , if the workers are not thorough ly organ i z ed , they . may 
ea s i ly become a b l ind force of d e s truction , uriab l e  to 
check the i r  own momentum , the ir c ry for j us ti c e  d rowned in 
a howl o f  rage . Whatever i s  good and bene f i c en t  in our 
c iv i l i z a t ion c an be s aved only by the worke r s . And the 
I ndu s trial Workers of the World is formed wi th the ob j ec t  
o f  carry ing on the bus ine s s  o f  the wor ld when c a p i ta l i sm 
i s  overthrown . Whe th e r  the IWW inc rea s e s  in power o r  i s  
c ru s hed out o f  exi s tenc e , the spir i t  that animate s i t  i s  
the spiri t that mu s t  animate the l abor movement i f  i t  i s  to 
have a revo l ut ionary function . 
- -New York C al l , February 3 ,  1 9 1 8  
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